Population growth drops 


U.S. population growth dips to a record 


low rate. News, Page 4 
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More than 12,000 unvaccinated U.S. troops 
seeking religious exemption. News, Page 5 
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Buck takes over Mets 


New Mets skipper Showalter says team will 
rely heavily on analytics. Sports, Page 1 
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By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


With Connecticut experiencing 
high levels of COVID-19 spread 
and the highly contagious omicron 
variant beginning to arrive in the 
state, residents are left to make 
holiday plans under considerable 
uncertainty. 

The Courant asked four local 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Precautions loom over holidays 


Experts answer questions about 
handling current COVID-19 risks 


experts what level of precaution 
they would advise over the coming 
weeks. 

What type of gathering is appro- 
priate this holiday season? 

Dr. Scott Roberts, associate 
medical director for infection 
prevention at Yale New Haven 
Hospital: A lot of it depends on 
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Stamford reinstates its mask rule: 
other towns and cities holding off 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


With COVID-19 surging across 
Connecticut and the highly infec- 
tious omicron variant creeping 
north from New York, the city of 
Stamford on Tuesday reinstated 
a citywide mask mandate, joining 
Bridgeport and New Haven among 
major Connecticut cities to require 


Sharee Cousins, aCNA and consultant with Sema4, tests Chris LeMay, of West Hartford, at a COVID-19 testing site on the corner of Albany Avenue and 
Woodland Street in Hartford. Demand for testing has surged since the arrival of the omicron variant. STAN GODLEWSKI PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


"WE REALLY NEED 
TO BE CAREFUL 


Weekly positivity rate highest 
since widespread testing began 


By Eliza Fawcett | Hartford Courant 


With omicron poised to become the dominant 
variant in Connecticut, the state’s weekly COVID-19 
test positivity rate reached its highest point Tuesday 
since widespread COVID-19 testing began last year. 

The state’s weekly positivity rate now stands at 
7.52%, double what it was just amonth ago. On Tues- 
day, Connecticut reported a 9% daily COVID-19 test 
positivity rate. Since the peak of the pandemic in 
the spring of 2020, the daily positivity rate has only 
reached 9% three other times, in December 2020 


and this past January. 


Yale New Haven Health chief clinical officer Dr. 
Tom Balcezak said that he was “very, very worried” 
about the swift spread of omicron in Connecticut 


Turn to COVID-19, Page 3 
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The line gets longer at a COVID-19 testing site on the corner of Albany Avenue and 


Woodland Street in Hartford, run by Sema4 of Stamford. 


face coverings in public. 

Other Connecticut cities and 
towns, including Hartford and 
most of its surrounding suburbs, 
have held off on mask mandates as 
COVID-19 numbers have spiked 
this month. Gov. Ned Lamont has 
resisted calls to impose a statewide 
mask mandate, arguing residents 


Turn to Masks, Page 3 


Biden 
offers 
omicron 
strategy 


Plan will include 
500M rapid test kits 
sent free to homes 


By Josh Boak and 
Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Fight- 
ing the omicron variant surging 
through the country, President 
Joe Biden announced Tues- 
day that the government would 
provide 500 million free rapid 
tests, increase support for hospi- 
tals under strain, and redouble 
vaccination and boosting efforts. 

Biden detailed major changes 
to his COVID-19 winter plan, 
his hand forced by the arrival 
of the fast-spreading variant, 
whose properties are not yet 
fully understood by scientists. 
Yet his message was clear that the 
winter holidays could be close to 
normal for the vaccinated while 
potentially dangerous for the 
unvaccinated. 

His pleas are not political, he 
emphasized. 

He noted that former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump has gotten 
his booster shot, and he said it’s 
Americans’ “patriotic duty” to 
get vaccinated. 

“Tt’s the only responsible thing 
to do,” the president said at the 
White House. “Omicron is seri- 
ous and potentially deadly busi- 
ness for unvaccinated people.” 

Biden chastised social media 
and people on cable TV who have 
made misleading statements to 
discourage people from getting 
vaccinated. 

The outbreak from this latest 
strain of the coronavirus has 
required the federal government 
to get more aggressive in address- 
ing the likely wave of infections, 
but Biden promised a weary 
nation that there would not be 
a mass lockdown of schools or 
businesses. 

“I know youvrre tired, and I 
know you’re frustrated. We all 
want this to be over. But we’re 
still in it,” he said. “We also have 


Turn to Biden, Page 2 


Connecticut OKs $839M in transportation projects 


Highway upgrades, 
new trains among 
58 items on agenda 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Even without 
highway tolls to provide the fund- 
ing, Connecticut is moving ahead 
with $839 million in transportation 


Travelers delays return to office in downtown Hartford 


The insurance giant Travelers Cos., which employs thousands in downtown Hartford, is 
delaying indefinitely its broad-based return to the office as concerns grow about the 
COVID-19 omicron variant and a recent spike in infection rates. Connecticut, Page 1 


projects across the state. 

The 10-member State Bond 
Commission approved all 58 items 
on a detailed, 76-page agenda 
Tuesday afternoon at the final 
meeting of the year. 

The projects will be constructed 
in addition to others that will be 
funded through Connecticut’s 
share of the $1.25 trillion bipar- 
tisan infrastructure package that 
was recently signed into law by 
President Joe Biden. 


The state and federal projects, 
Gov. Ned Lamont said, will allow 
Connecticut to “enter anew era of 
transportation upgrades that will 
finally address some of our state’s 
most congested areas and trans- 
form our roads, bridges, rail, buses, 
ports, and airports into an efficient 
network that supports the needs 
of businesses and the people who 
live here.” 

Lamont noted that the Wall 
Street bond agencies have 


(6/6) 14) (6) ¢ perenne 
Obituaries ........... 
LOTTELy.....eecceceeees 
Classified............. 


upgraded their ratings, allow- 
ing the state to borrow money at 
a lower cost. Part of the reason 
is the state has generated oper- 
ating surpluses over the past 
three years and the state’s rainy 
day fund for fiscal emergencies 
is growing. The fund is powered 
mainly by the continuing boom in 
capital gains taxes from stocks on 
Wall Street. 

The items that were approved 
included: 


New locomotives 


@ $280 million for new locomo- 
tives to replace older models in an 
effort to speed trains to New York 
City — one of Lamont’s goals since 
taking office. The plan is designed 
to improve service on the Metro- 
North Commuter Railroad, where 
commuters have complained 
about service for years. 


Turn to Projects, Page 2 
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Projects 


from Page 1 


New train 
stations 


™@$35 million for a new 
Enfield Train Station 
that would be matched 
by federal money under a 
pending application. 

@ $12 million for the Derby- 
Shelton train station that 
will be matched by a federal 
grant that has already 
been approved by federal 
officials. 


New electric 
buses 


@ $2.5 million, with $10 
million in federal incen- 
tives, to purchase new 
battery electric buses in an 
effort to retire the aging, 
diesel-powered buses in 
the CT Transit fleet. The 
state has an estimated 6,000 
diesel-powered school 
buses, which cost about 
$110,000, and did not unveil 
its first electric school bus 
until this year. A full-sized 
electric school bus could 
cost $350,000, officials said. 
M@ Buying new vehicles 
and starting to develop 
a new transit facility in 
Middletown, among other 
towns. 


Highway 
projects 


MReconfiguring the 
complicated interchange 
where I-91, I-691 and Route 
15 come together in Meriden 
as travelers are seeking 
to head south to Fairfield 
County. The congestion at 
this spot has led to multiple 
accidents through the years. 
M@ Studying the highly 
congested area of Interstate 
95 between exit 19 in 
Fairfield and exit 27A in 
Bridgeport in an attempt to 
make safety improvements 
as drivers head to and from 
the busy Route 8 corridor in 
Bridgeport. 

The transportation items 
did not generate any contro- 
versy and were approved 
unanimously by the bipar- 
tisan commission. 
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A rendering of the proposed train station in Enfield that will be 






funded by state bonds. PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF AND CT DOT 


Local projects 


Tuesday’s agenda also 
included approval for 
$52 million for various 
improvement projects in 
a program that is coordi- 
nated with local officials, 
including: 

@ Hartford: Boce Barlow 
Bridge and Main Street 


pavement project 
™@ Meriden: downtown 
paving 


@ Trumbull: traffic signal 

improvements on Route 111 
Another $30 million to 

municipalities for projects 

that included the following 

projects: 

M@Canton: bridge on 

Washburn Road over Jim 

Brook 

#@ Durham: bridge on Picket 

Lane over Hersig Brook 

™@ Madison: bridge on 

Garnet Park Road over 

Bailey Creek 

M@ Norfolk: bridge on 

Mountain Road over 

Norfolk Brook 

State transportation 
commissioner Joseph 
Giulietti said the projects 
would create jobs and allow 
the state to compete for 
more federal money. 

“The federal infrastruc- 
ture bill is a game-changer, 
and the governor is making 
sure the cards are stacked 
in Connecticut’s favor,’ he 
said. 

The meeting, which 
lasted more than 90 
minutes, was among the 
longest of the year for the 
bond commission as off- 
cials finished their work for 
the calendar year. 

Besides transportation, 
the commission voted in 
favor of $124 million in 
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business-related projects. 


Downtown 
Crossing project 


in Hartford 


The commission 
awarded $13.6 million for 
the high-profile 228-unit 
residential project next to 
Dunkin’ Donuts Park. The 
proposal also includes a 
new, oversized, 541-space 
parking garage that will 
cost $9.7 million in an over- 
all $53 million project over- 
seen by the Capital Region 
Development Authority. 
Another 240 units could 
be constructed in another 
phase in the future, and 
those residents would also 
use the parking garage. 

Studios would be about 
400 to 600 square feet, 
while two-bedroom apart- 
ments could be 1,000 square 
feet. 

“It seems like an obscene 
amount of money,” said 
Sen. Henri Martin, a Bris- 
tol Republican who calcu- 
lated the costs at $188,000 
per unit and voted against 
funding. “It just seems like 
a lot of money. ... I think 
we need to start look- 
ing at some of these costs. 
We should not be paying 
$200,000 a unit.” 


Hartford Hilton 
renovation 


The famed Hartford 
Hilton on Trumbull Street 
in downtown Hartford 
will be partially converted 
into 147 apartments, with 
166 rooms retained for the 
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existing hotel next to the 
XL Center. The proposal 
calls for $11 million in state 
loans, and about 20% ofthe 
apartments will be set aside 
as lower-priced, affordable 
units. 

State treasurer Shawn 
Wooden, the former city 
council president, said he 
wants to make sure that 
as many as possible of the 
hotel’s 122 unionized work- 
ers, including many Hart- 
ford residents with at least 
15 years on the job, are able 
to keep their jobs at the 
to-be-named Doubletree 
hotel. Wooden and Rep. 
Sean Scanlon, a fellow 
Democrat, are pushing 
for any displaced workers 
to be reassigned to other 
hotels. 

The hotel has been oper- 
ating largely on federal 
Paycheck Protection 
Program money to keep 
the doors open, and offi- 
cials said it is important 
to keep the hotel open for 
events nearby at the XL 
Center and Convention 
Center. 

“We’re going to try to 
make this work,” said 
Michael Freimuth, the 
CRDA executive director 
who oversees the project. 


Brownfield 
cleanup 


An ongoing brown- 
field cleanup program will 
continue with $25 million 
for grants and low-interest 
loans so that contaminated 
properties can be restored 
for redevelopment. In 
spring 2022, the compet- 
itive program will start 
taking applications for the 
next round of funding. 


Small Business 
Express 


The state will set aside 
$21 million to help upstart 
small businesses in an effort 
to create jobs in the private 
sector as the state has had 
sluggish job growth for the 
past three decades. 


Christopher Keating can 
be reached at ckeating@ 
courant.com. 
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more tools than we had 
before. We’re ready, we'll 
get through this.” 

Scientists don’t yet know 
everything about omicron 
yet, but they do know that 
vaccination should offer 
strong protections against 
severe illness and death. 

The variant has spread at 
such an alarming rate that 
the Biden administration 
snapped quickly into action 
to offer new tests and addi- 
tional aid. 

A cornerstone of the plan 
is Biden’s decision for the 
government to purchase 
500 million coronavirus 
rapid tests for free ship- 
ment to Americans starting 
in January. People will use a 
new website to order their 
tests, which will then be sent 
by US. mail at no charge, the 
White House said. 

It marks a major shift 
for Biden, who earlier had 
called for many Americans 
to purchase the hard-to- 
find tests on their own and 
then seek reimbursement 
from their health insurance. 
For the first time, the U.S. 
government will send free 
COVID-19 tests to Ameri- 
cans, after more than a year 
of urging by public health 
experts. 

Experts had criticized 
Biden’s initial buy-first, 
get-paid-later approach as 
unwieldy and warned that 
the U.S. would face another 
round of problems with 
testing at a critical time. 
Testing advocates point to 
places like the United King- 
dom and Germany, which 
have distributed billions 
of tests to the public and 
recommend people test 
themselves twice a week. 

The federal government 
will also establish new 
testing sites and use the 
Defense Production Act 
to help manufacture more 
tests. The first new feder- 
ally supported testing site 
will open in New York this 
week. The new testing sites 
will add to 20,000 already 
available. White House offi- 
cials said they’re working 
with Google so that people 
will be able to find them by 
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searching “free COVID test 
near me.” 

Still, Biden’s testing surge 
would need to be supported 
by ajump in production for 
all Americans to test at the 
recommended rate of twice 
weekly. The U.S. would need 
2.3 billion tests per month 
for everyone 12 and older 
to do that, according to the 
nonprofit Kaiser Family 
Foundation. That’s nearly 
five times the half-billion 
tests Biden will deploy. 

Currently, the U.S. can 
conduct about 600 million 
tests per month, with home 
tests accounting for about 
half, according to research- 
ers from Arizona State 
University. 

In another prong to 
Biden’s plan, he is prepared 
to deploy an additional 
1,000 troops with medi- 
cal skills to assist hospi- 
tals buckling under the 
virus surge. Additionally, 
he is immediately sending 
federal medical personnel 
to Arizona, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and Wisconsin. 
There are also plans to 
ready additional ventilators 
and protective equipment 
from the national stock- 
pile, expanding hospital 
resources. 

As abackstop, the Federal 
Kmergency Manage- 
ment Agency will deploy 
hundreds of ambulances 
and paramedic teams so 
that if one hospital fills up, 
they can transport patients 
to open beds in other facili- 
ties. Ambulances are already 
headed to New York and 
Maine, and paramedic teams 
are going to Arizona, New 
Hampshire and Vermont. 

But vaccination remains 
the main defense, since 
it can head off disease or 
serious illness in the first 
place. The government will 
support multiple vacci- 
nation sites and provide 
hundreds of personnel 
to administer shots. New 
rules will make it easier for 
pharmacists to work across 
state lines to administer a 
broader range of shots. 

Biden said in response 
to a question that he may 
lift the travel ban that was 
imposed to delay omicron 
from reaching the U.S. 
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The late lotto numbers were not 
drawn in time for this edition. For 
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and was anticipating a deluge of 
new cases in the coming weeks. 

“We really need to be careful,” 
he said. “It’s going to make a big 
impact, especially with the coming 
holidays.” 

Omicron is likely now the domi- 
nant variant among outpatients 
tested for COVID-19 by Yale New 
Haven Hospital and may soon 
become the most prevalent variant 
in the state, according to data from 
the Yale School of Public Health. 

As of Monday, the omicron vari- 
ant made up 56% of COVID-19 cases 
tested by the hospital, according 
to Nathan Grubaugh, an assistant 
professor of epidemiology at the 
Yale School of Public Health who 
runs a lab tracking the spread of 
COVID-19 variants in Connecticut. 

Omicron cases are currently 
doubling every three and a half 
days — roughly triple the speed of 
delta in the late spring and early 
summer, according to Grubaugh. 

Grubaugh noted on Twitter that 
while the data does not reflect the 
entire state, he expects omicron to 
become the dominant variant in 
Connecticut “within days.” 

The omicron variant, which is 
especially infectious, is “going to 
be like a heat-seeking missile for 
people who are not vaccinated 
or who have not been boosted,” 
Balcezak said. 

Dr. Scott Roberts, associate 
medical director for infection 
prevention at Yale New Haven 
Hospital, said that until the sever- 
ity of omicron is better understood, 


Experts 
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personal risk tolerance. We know 
there are ways to make gatherings 
as safe as possible where they can 
be done. I can’t give you aconcrete 
number, but I can say that risk can 
be substantially mitigated by doing 
at-home rapid tests right before the 
gathering, if people are able to find 
them; by ensuring everybody at the 
gathering is as vaccinated and as 
boosted as possible; and until the 
gathering really avoiding high-risk 
events such as indoor spaces with- 
out masks or other risky behaviors 
that might expose people to the 
virus. 

At that gathering, is there some- 
body who is unvaccinated and 
elderly, for instance, who is at high 
risk ofa bad outcome if they do get 
infected? Or is there somebody 
at that gathering who has a low 
immune system for some reason? 
Then I might want to reconsider 
the strategy. 

Dr. Ulysses Wu, infectious 
disease specialist at Hartford 
HealthCare: None. That’s why 
the numbers are crazy. 

If you want to have somebody 
over, limit the amount of people 
you have over, make sure they’re 
vaccinated, make sure they’re 
asymptomatic. But everyone’s defi- 
nition of what’s a limit is different. 
For me it’s zero. For other people 
it’s, ‘Oh, we could probably have 30 
and it’ll be fine’ 

I don’t want to get my mom sick. 

Dr. David Banach, infectious 
disease specialist at UConn 
Health: Given all that’s going on, 
smaller gatherings would be the 
way to go this year. I’m not going 
to put a specific number on it, but 
large gatherings we should really 
try to avoid as much as we can. 

Dr. Marwan Haddad, chair 
of COVID-19 advisory group 
at Community Health Center: 
When yov’re thinking about gath- 
erings, you’ve got to think about 
the different age groups, the 
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wouldn’t comply, and has instead 
left all masking decisions to local 
officials. 

In announcing her city’s new 
mask requirement, Stamford 
Mayor Caroline Simmons said 
caution was particularly important 
heading into the holiday season. 

“TI know that this is not excit- 
ing or happy news to be announc- 
ing and that we all wish we could 
be in a better place at this point,” 
Simmons said. “I know we're all 
tired of wearing our masks, but 
I’m just asking the public to hang 
in there a little longer and do our 
duty to take this seriously.” 

Stamford residents and visitors 
will be required to wear masks 
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Sharee Cousins, a CNA and consultant with Sema4, tests Chris LeMay of West Hartford at a COVID-19 testing site 
on the corner of Albany Avenue and Woodland Street in Hartford. STAN GODLEWSKI/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


“it’s really prudent to exercise safe 
behaviors out in the community, 
which includes masking in indoor 
settings, getting vaccinated, getting 
boosted and then at-home rapid 
tests if those are available.” 


Cases, positivity rate 
Connecticut reported 6,000 
new COVID-19 cases Tuesday 


out of 66,803 tests administered, 
for a daily positivity rate of 9%. 





AX mp 
Haddad Banach 
different vaccination statuses 
of the people who are coming 
together, the number of people, 
indoors vs. outdoors and the mix 
of all that. That all has to be part of 
the consideration. 

If you have people who may 
be vulnerable or who haven’t 
been able to get vaccinated or 
aren’t boosted, you might want to 
consider wearing masks, physi- 
cally distancing if you can, whether 
you can hold some stuff outside if 
the weather permits. 


For people who are gathering, 
what role can testing play? 

Roberts: I think it plays a crit- 
ical role, with the most benefit 
being taking a rapid test immedi- 
ately before going into the house 
or going into the gathering. They 
are not as sensitive as a PCR test, 
but the advantage is you can take 
it literally at the time of the gath- 
ering, in your car. The challenge is 
that availability of these has really 
seemed to fall off a cliff. 

Wu: I don’t want people to lull 
themselves into a false sense of 
security, because that testing in 
the asymptomatic population is 
very poor, so anegative test doesn’t 
mean that you’re negative. The 
only thing that helps you is a posi- 
tive test. 

Banach: The first step is going to 
be ensuring that everyone is vacci- 
nated and has received boosters if 
they’re eligible for boosters. When 
it comes to the additional layers 
like testing and masking, I think 
it’s particularly important if there’s 
going to be amixed group of vacci- 
nated and unvaccinated individu- 
als and also if there are going to be 


indoors in public beginning Tues- 
day evening. Individuals who 
refuse to cover their faces, as well 
as businesses whose employees 
aren’t masked, will be subject to 
$100 fines. 

Simmons said the city will reas- 
sess the mask requirement in Janu- 
ary and will lift it again “as soon as 
possible, once we see transmission 
rates decrease, once we see our 
positivity rate decrease and once 
we see hospitalizations decrease.” 

Regardless of local rules, experts 
say masks are an important tool in 
slowing COVID-19 and recom- 
mend wearing them in most 
public, indoor settings. 

Numerous Connecticut towns 
and cities imposed mask mandates 
over the summer when the delta 
variant first arrived in the state 
but most lifted their require- 


The state’s seven-day positivity 
rate stands at 7.52%, the high- 
est it has been since widespread 
testing. 

All eight Connecticut counties 
— as well as the rest of those in the 
Northeast region — are currently 
recording “high” levels of COVID- 
19 transmission as defined by 
the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. With this 
level of transmission, the CDC 
advises people to wear a mask in 





os 
Wu Roberts 
particularly vulnerable people, like 
immunocompromised people, at 
the gathering. Then we should 
be thinking about pretesting and 
masking as that additional layer of 
protection. 

Haddad: Testing always has a 
big role to play when it comes to 
transmission. If you can get a PCR 
test within 24 hours, that’s great. 
If you can try to do the rapid tests, 
there are some limitations to the 
rapid tests, but at least they’re 


pretty good. 


In what settings should people 
be wearing masks right now? 

Roberts: From a health care 
perspective, people should be 
wearing masks in indoor settings. 

Wu: Anything indoors. 

Banach: When you're in an area 
where youre going to be in rela- 
tively close contact with people 
you don’t know as far as their 
vaccine status. 

Haddad: If you’re not in your 
usual cluster of people you’re 
exposed to, I would consider wear- 
ing masks. Definitely in public in 
indoor settings, I would be wearing 
a mask. If you don’t know who the 
people are or what their vaccine 
status is, be cautious. I would wear 
a mask. 


Would you feel comfortable 
going to a gym or a movie theater 
or some other indoor venue? 

Roberts: Personally, I’m a risk- 
averse person. I probably would 
not. I think if you’re able to mask 
and distance and you’re vacci- 
nated, that’s a decision [people] 
could have, whether or not they 
want to take that risk. My own 


ments when COVID-19 trans- 
mission decreased in early fall. 
Bridgeport and New Haven were 
notable exceptions, keeping their 
mandates in place as the weather 
got cold. 

In response to Connecticut’s 
recent spike, towns including West 
Hartford and East Hartford have 
opted to require masks in public 
buildings but have stopped short 
of mandating them in all public 
places. 

In a statement Tuesday, Hart- 
ford chief operating officer Thea 
Montanez said vaccines — not 
masks — were the best way to fight 
COVID-19. 

“We require masks for city 
employees at city facilities, Hart- 
ford Public Schools requires 
masks, and we encourage business 
owners to do the same,” Montanez 


public indoor settings. 


Hospitalizations 


As of Tuesday, Connecticut had 
834 patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19, a decrease of three indi- 
viduals since Monday. On Monday, 
hospitalizations in the state surged 
significantly, with more than one 
hundred new hospitalizations, 
reaching the metric’s highest level 
since early February. 


gestalt is we’re in the middle of 
a very large surge with a variant 
we don’t know much about, so 
I’m always more cautious, where 
I would advise really everyone 
to take caution rather than not, 
because it’s better to be safe than 
SOITY. 

Wu: I would not. But again, 
everyone else’s risk assessment is 
different. Movie theater is tough 
because if I were in a vaccinated 
movie theater and everyone had 
a mask on, that would probably 
be OK. But you don’t know who’s 
vaccinated and you don’t know 
who’s sick. 

Banach: When it comes to 
thinking about indoor venues that 
are sort of public, the things that I 
would consider would be the size 
of the space, the number of people 
in the space and what’s happening 
with masking in the space. 

Haddad: Right now, no. That’s 
just my personal opinion, but no. 


What about larger gatherings 
like a crowded basketball game? 

Roberts: I would definitely 
avoid those if possible. Many 
people are unmasked at those 
gatherings, they’re crunched 
close together, everybody is sort 
of shouting at the team and aero- 
solizing the virus and spreading 
it all over. So I think that’s a risky 
endeavor. 

Wu: Oof. Yuck. 

Banach: Basketball games, 
masking is still important, so I’d 
want to be at least going with 
people who are masked — or 
people sitting close to me, I’d feel 
more comfortable if people were 
masked. Those types of venues are 
much larger, have more ventila- 
tion. The capacity and how packed 
they are is something I would take 
into account as well. 

Haddad: Right now I would 
avoid it leading up to Christmas. 
I would say be very careful. Those 
are large gatherings, there are lots 
of people there. I would not go. 
And if you really have to go, wear 
those masks, wear even an N95, 


said. “But vaccines remain our best 
tool against COVID-19, and we 
urge everyone to ensure that you 
are fully vaccinated and boosted, as 
that’s the only way to manage the 
risk effectively and put the fear of 
the pandemic behind us.” 

As COVID-19 cases have 
increased in Connecticut, taxing 
the state’s hospital system, some 
physicians have called for stricter 
control measures, including a 
statewide mask mandate. Dr. Scott 
Roberts, associate medical direc- 
tor for infection prevention at Yale 
New Haven Hospital, said Tues- 
day that the resistance to a mask 
requirement “is really only going 
to propagate the current surge of 
infection we are seeing.” 

“I suspect it will only worsen 
over the coming weeks if we 
continue to not have any indoor 


Listen to our top news stories for free. 


According to the state, 75.2% of 
people hospitalized with COVID- 
19 are not fully unvaccinated. 
Hospital officials say the rate is 
even higher when looking specif- 
ically at people with severe symp- 
toms. 


Deaths 


Connecticut reports COVID-19 
deaths on Thursdays. Last week, 
the state recorded 56 deaths, bring- 
ing its total during the pandemic 
to 9,002. 

The United States has now 
recorded 808,093 COVID-19 
deaths, according to the Corona- 
virus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations 


As of Monday, 87.3% of all 
Connecticut residents and 95% of 
those 12 and older had received at 
least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 74.1% of all residents and 
83.3% of those 12 and older were 
fully vaccinated, according to data 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Additionally, about 37.7% of fully 
vaccinated Connecticut residents 
18 or older have received a booster 
dose. 

The CDC warns that booster 
shots are sometimes misclassi- 
fied as first doses, likely inflating 
the reported number of first-dose 
coverage and understating the 
true number of people who have 
received boosters. 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached 
at elfawcett@courant.com. 


wash your hands, stay away from 
people as much as you can. But my 
advice would be to avoid all these 
gatherings right now. 


Should people feel comfortable 
dining at arestaurant? 

Roberts: If it’s outside it’s a lot 
safer than inside. Inside a restau- 
rant everyone’s unmasked, and 
that really does pose a risk. 

Wu: That depends what their 
risk assessment is. It depends how 
crowded it is, maybe they want to 
go off-hours, maybe they want to 
sit outside in one of those protec- 
tive bubbles or outside under the 
heat lamp. Everybody’s going to be 
different. But knowing how robust 
the restaurant business is right 
now, people seem to have thrown 
caution to the wind. 

We certainly don’t want to harm 
business. I think that’s an import- 
ant thing. I try to support busi- 
nesses through takeout. I have no 
problems with takeout. 

Banach: Assessing restaurants 
can be difficult. The first thing 
I’d be considering would be who 
I’m dining with, who’s going to 
be in close proximity to me, if it’s 
going to be family, ifit’s going to be 
people who I know are fully vacci- 
nated. That would provide some 
reassurance. 

Also thinking about how packed 
the restaurant is. If it’s completely 
packed, that’s something I would 
take into consideration vs. arestau- 
rant that’s not as full or people are 
spread apart and that has good 
ventilation. 

Haddad: You’ve got to really 
think about what your risk factors 
are and who you have to worry 
about, whether yourself of your 
loved ones. I right now would try to 
limit this. Stay masked if you have 
to go and just remove the masks 
when you want to eat and then 
get masked up again. But overall, I 
would say try to limit that as much 
as you can. 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 


mask mandates,” he said. 

Lamont, however, has stead- 
fastly resisted, saying local officials 
in towns and cities should decide 
themselves on a mandate. 

“I can pass a lot of laws and 
mandates and restrictions, but 
they’re only effective when people 
follow it?’ he said. “So that’s why 
I like to give that local discretion. 
They know their populations the 
best, and they’re the ones respon- 
sible for enforcing it.” 

Dr. Manisha Juthani, Connecti- 
cut’s public health commissioner, 
has backed Lamont on his deci- 
sion to hold off on a statewide mask 
mandate but has recommended 
residents cover their faces in most 
indoor public settings. 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 
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How Kremlin militarizes Russians 


Nation surrounded 
by hostile forces, 
government warns 


By Anton Troianovski, 
Ivan Nechepurenko 
and Valerie Hopkins 
The New York Times 


MOSCOW — Stepping 
onto a podium in heavy 
boots and military fatigues at 
aceremony outside Moscow, 
six teenagers accepted 
awards for an increasingly 
important discipline in 
Russia: patriotism. 

For days, students from 
around the country had 
competed in activities like 
map-reading, shooting and 
history quizzes. The contest 
was funded in part by the 
Kremlin, which has been 
making “military patriotic” 
education a priority. 

“Parents and chil- 
dren understand that this 
aggressive shell around 
us, it is tightening, it is 
hardening,” said Svyato- 
slav Omelchenko, a special 
forces veteran of the KGB 
who founded Vympel, the 
group running the event. 
“We are doing all we can to 
make sure that children are 
aware of that and to get them 
ready to go and serve.” 

Over the past eight years, 
the Russian government 
has promoted the idea that 
the nation is surrounded 
by enemies, filtering the 
concept through schools, 
the military, the news media 
and the Orthodox Church. 
It has even raised the possi- 
bility that the country might 
again have to defend itself 
as it did against the Nazis in 
World War II — known here 
as the Great Patriotic War. 

Now, as Russia masses 
troops on the Ukrainian 
border, spurring Western 
fears of an invasion, the 
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An award ceremony for a patriotic club last week in Vladimir, Russia. Students from around the country competed in activities 
like map reading, shooting and history quizzes. SERGEY PONOMAREV/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


steady militarization of 
Russian society under Pres- 
ident Vladimir Putin looms 
large and appears to have 
inured many to the idea that 
a fight could be coming. 

“The authorities are 
actively selling the idea of 
war,” Dmitry Muratov, the 
Russian newspaper editor 
who shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize this year, said 
in his acceptance speech in 
Oslo, Norway, this month. 
“People are getting used to 
the thought of its permissi- 
bility” 

Speaking to Russian mili- 
tary leaders Tuesday, Putin 
insisted that Russia did 
not want bloodshed but 
was prepared to respond 


with “military-techni- 
cal measures” to what he 
described as the West’s 
ageressive behavior. 

While there is no war 
fever taking hold, there are 
signs that the government 
has been nurturing a readi- 
ness for conflict. 

A $185 million four- 
year program started by 
the Kremlin this year aims 
to drastically increase 
Russians’ “patriotic educa- 
tion,” including a plan to 
attract at least 600,000 chil- 
dren as young as 8 to join the 
ranks of a uniformed Youth 
Army. Adults get their incul- 
cation from state television, 
where political shows — one 
is called “Moscow. Kremlin. 


Manchin has long history 
of fighting for fossil fuels 


Coal industry sees 
items in $2T Biden 
agenda as a threat 


By Jonathan Weisman 
and Lisa Friedman 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — 
During a radio inter- 
view this week, Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-WVa., cited a 
litany of issues that drove 
him to oppose President 
Joe Biden’s $2 trillion Build 
Back Better bill, from Demo- 
crats’ refusal to attach work 
requirements to social bene- 
fits to their failure to raise 
tax rates on the rich. 

But left almost unsaid was 
the issue that has always 
propelled his political career 
as a Democratic maverick: 
climate change. 

The version of the bill that 
passed the House last month 
devoted $555 billion to shift- 
ing the nation to renewable 
sources of energy, such as 
wind and solar power, and 
away from fossil fuels like 
West Virginia coal. 

Manchin, who defied 
gale-force political head- 
winds in 2010 by running for 
the Senate on his opposition 
to President Barack Obama’s 
climate change legislation, 
killed a provision in Build 
Back Better that would have 
imposed stiff penalties on 





electric utilities that contin- 
ued to burn coal and natu- 
ral gas. 

But even with the stick 
dropped from the House’s 
bill, West Virginia’s coal 
interests were working 
hard to kill offthe measure’s 
carrot, a package of tax cred- 
its to make clean energy 
more financially compet- 
itive, and, by extension, 
struggling coal even less so. 

Their lobbyists talked 
frequently to Manchin. 

With every Republi- 
can opposing the bill in 
the evenly divided Senate, 
Democratic leaders could 
not afford to lose a single 
vote, and Manchin has 
said he had concerns about 
energy issues from the start. 

“T said, this is absolutely 
a very far-reaching piece of 
legislation which changes so 
many categories in Ameri- 
can culture and Ameri- 
can society, revamping the 
entire tax code and revamp- 
ing the entire energy policies 
for our country — and the 
social platforms that we use 
to support people,” he tolda 
West Virginia broadcaster. 

West Virginia coal and 
gas, and policies designed 
to stop their burning, have 
always had aspecial place in 
Manchin’s politics. 

A Manchin family-owned 
business has made a small 
fortune selling waste coal 


The U.S. grew by 0.1%, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Above, light afternoon traffic Aug. 12 in Dallas. LM OTERO/AP 


from abandoned mines to 
a heavily polluting power 
plant in the state. 

The blind trust in which 
Manchin’s interests lie held 
$500,000 to $1 million last 
year, according to his most 
recent disclosure form. 
The company, Enersys- 
tems, valued at $1 million 
to $5 million, delivered the 
senator $492,000 in divi- 
dends, interest and business 
income in 2020, the May 
disclosure states. 

He received more 
campaign donations from 
the oil, coal and gas indus- 
tries than any other senator 
in the current election cycle. 

Democrats thought that 
the substantial weakening 
of the climate provisions in 
the House bill had gotten 
Manchin within shouting 
distance of yes. 

“We were close,” Sen. 
Tina Smith, D-Minn., said 
of her last conversation with 
Manchin, which she said 
occurred early last week. 

Gregory Wetstone, pres- 
ident and chief executive 
of the American Council 
on Renewable Energy, 
a nonprofit group that 
supports green power, 
added, “We had good 
conversations directly with 
him and with his staff.” 

“All of the prior conver- 
sations had been along the 
lines that he did not want 


Putin.” — drive home the 
narrative of a fascist coup in 
Ukraine and a West bent on 
Russia’s destruction. 

And all are united by 
the near-sacred memory 
of Soviet victory in World 
War II — one that the state 
has seized upon to shape 
an identity of a triumphal 
Russia that must be ready to 
take up arms once more. 

Alexei Levinson, head of 
sociocultural research at the 
Levada Center, an indepen- 
dent Moscow pollster, calls 
the trend the “militariza- 
tion of the consciousness” 
of Russians. In the center’s 
regular surveys, the army in 
2018 became the country’s 
most trusted institution, 
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surpassing even the presi- 
dent. This year, the share of 
Russians saying they feared 
a world war hit the highest 
level recorded in surveys 
dating to 1994 — 62%. 

This does not mean, 
Levinson cautioned, that 
Russians would welcome a 
bloody territorial conquest 
of Ukraine. But it does mean, 
he said, that many have been 
conditioned to accept that 
Russia is locked in an exis- 
tential rivalry with other 
powers in which the use of 
force is a possibility. 

Ina Levada poll published 
last week, 39% of Russians 
said war between Russia and 
Ukraine was either inevita- 
ble or very likely. Half said 
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the U.S. and NATO were to 
blame for the recent rise in 
tensions, and no more than 
4% — across all age groups — 
said Russia was at fault. 

The conviction across 
society that Russia is not 
the aggressor reflects a 
core ideology dating to 
Soviet times: that the coun- 
try only fights defensive 
wars. The government has 
even earmarked money for 
movies that explore that 
theme. In April, the Culture 
Ministry decreed that 
“Russia’s historical victo- 
ries” and “Russia’s peace- 
keeping mission” were 
among the priority topics 
for film producers seeking 
government funding. 

“Right now, the idea is 
being pushed that Russia 
is a peace-loving country 
permanently surrounded 
by enemies,” said Anton 
Dolin, a Russian film critic. 
“This is contradicted by 
some facts, but if you show 
it at the movies and translate 
that idea into the time of the 
Great Patriotic War, we all 
instantly get ascheme famil- 
iar to everyone from child- 
hood.” 

On Russian state tele- 
vision, the narrative of 
a Ukraine controlled by 
neo-Nazis and used as a 
staging ground for West- 
ern aggression has been a 
common trope since the 
pro-Western revolution 
in Kyiv in 2014. After the 
revolution, Russia annexed 
the Ukrainian peninsula of 
Crimea. 

The effectiveness of the 
state’s messaging is up for 
debate. Polls show young 
people have a more positive 
view of the West than older 
Russians, and the pro-Krem- 
lin sentiment prompted 
by the Crimea annexation 
appears to have dissipated 
amid economic stagnation. 


With every Republican senator opposing the $2 trillion Build Back Better bill in the evenly 
divided Senate, Democratic leaders cannot afford to lose a single vote. But Sen. Joe Manchin 
has said he had concerns about energy issues from the start. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY 


to penalize fossil fuel but 
was fine incentivizing clean 
power,’ Wetstone said. “We 
had not seen indications of 
pushback from Manchin or 
elsewhere from the clean 
energy provisions.” 

The bill, as passed by the 
House, includes about $320 
billion in tax incentives 
for producers and buyers 
of wind, solar and nuclear 
power. Electric vehicle 
customers would receive 
up to $12,500 in tax cred- 
its. Also included are $6 
billion to make buildings 
more efficient and burn less 


fuel, $6 billion to replace 
gas-powered furnaces and 
appliances with electric 
versions, and billions more 
for research and develop- 
ment of new technologies. 

Behind the scenes, coal 
interests were hard at work 
making the case against the 
clean energy provisions, 
and specifically the approx- 
imately $320 billion in tax 
incentives for producers 
and buyers of wind, solar 
and nuclear power. 

Chris Hamilton, president 
of the West Virginia Coal 
Association, said he had 


conveyed to Manchin that 
the clean energy tax credits 
would be a death knell for 
the state’s coal industry. 

Hamilton said the coal 
industry still saw the tax 
incentives as a threat to the 
state. 

But Biden appeared deter- 
mined Tuesday to return to 
the negotiating table with 
Manchin. 

“Sen. Manchin and I 
are going to get something 
done,” Biden said. 


Associated Press contrib- 
uted. 


Population growth sinks to record low in US 


By Mike Schneider 


Associated Press 


U.S. population growth 
dipped to its lowest rate 
since the nation’s founding 
during the first year of the 
pandemic as the coronavi- 
rus curtailed immigration, 
delayed pregnancies and 
killed hundreds of thou- 
sands of U.S. residents, 
according to figures released 
Tuesday. 

The United States grew 
by 0.1%, with an addi- 
tional 392,665 added to the 


U.S. population from July 
2020 to July 2021, accord- 
ing to population estimates 
released by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

The U.S. has been expe- 
riencing slow population 
growth for years, but the 
pandemic exacerbated that 
trend. This past year was the 
first time since 1937 that the 
nation’s population grew by 
less than 1 million people. 

“I was expecting low 
growth, but nothing this 
low,” said William Frey, a 
senior fellow at the Brook- 


ings Institution’s metro- 
politan policy program, 
Brookings Metro. “It tells 
us that this pandemic has 
had a huge impact on us in 
all kinds of ways, and now 
demography.” 

Once there’s a handle on 
the pandemic, the U.S. may 
eventually see a decrease 
in deaths, but population 
growth likely won’t bounce 
back to what it has been in 
years past because of fewer 
births. That will increase 
the need for immigration 
by younger workers whose 


taxes can support programs 
such as Social Security, Frey 
said. 

The population estimates 
are derived from calculating 
the number of births, deaths 
and migration in the U.S. For 
the first time, international 
migration surpassed natu- 
ral increases that come from 
births outnumbering deaths. 
There was a net increase of 
nearly 245,000 residents 
from international migra- 
tion but only about 148,000 
from new births outnum- 
bering deaths. 
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Troops find religious exemptions a long shot 


Offered to bypass 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
they’re still elusive 


By Lolita C. Baldor 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — More 
than 12,000 military service 
members refusing the 
COVID-19 vaccine are seek- 
ing religious exemptions, 
and so far they are having 
ZeYO SUCCESS. 

That total lack of approv- 
als is creating new tensions 
within the military, even 
as the vast majority of the 
armed forces have gotten 
vaccinated. 

The services, urgently 
trying to keep the corona- 
virus pandemic in check by 
getting troops vaccinated, 
are now besieged with 
exemption requests they are 
unlikely to approve. 

Meanwhile, troops 
claiming religious reasons 
for avoiding the shots are 
perplexed because exemp- 
tions are theoretically avail- 
able, yet seem impossible to 
obtain. 

Caught in the middle are 
chaplains, who must balance 
the desire to offer compas- 
sionate care and guidance 
to personnel with the need 
to explain a complicated 
process that may well be 
futile. They also must assess 
requests from those who 
may be using religion as an 
excuse to avoid a vaccine 
that, while credited with 
preventing needless deaths, 
has become politically 
charged. 

“So many of them come 
in thinking that I make the 
decision, and if they make 
this case, that it’s a done 
deal,” said Maj. A’Shellarien 
Lang, an Army chaplain for 
the National Guard. “I don’t 
make the decision. And so 
when they find that out, it’s a 
kind of game-changer in the 
sense that they know that 
the process has to continue.” 

According to the services, 
at least 30,000 service 
members are not yet vacci- 
nated, but several thou- 
sand of those have gotten 
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As chaplains, Col. Larry Bazer, left, and Maj. A’Shellarien Lang find themselves balancing providing care with explaining a 
complicated process to service members who seek a religious exemption to getting a COVID-19 shot. ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


temporary or permanent 
medical or administrative 
exemptions approved. Of 
the remaining — which is 
likely 20,000 or more — 
thousands are working their 
way through the exemptions 
process, such as for reli- 
gious reasons, or have flatly 
refused. That’s about 1.5% of 
the roughly 1.3 million active 
duty troops. 

Obtaining a religious 
exemption is rooted in a 
process that predates the 
pandemic and has been 
used for decisions such as 
whether troops on duty 
can wear head coverings or 
beards for religious reasons. 

In addition to discussions 
with chaplains to deter- 
mine whether they have 
a “sincerely held belief,” 
troops must meet with 
commanders and medical 
personnel. The final deci- 
sion is made higher up the 
chain of command and is 
also based on whether the 
person’s vaccine exemption 
will pose a risk to mission 


accomplishment, unit cohe- 
sion, the health and safety of 
the force, and military read- 
iness. 

Even in the past, few 
troops have cleared those 
hurdles to get religious 
exemptions. And because 
the pandemic can directly 
affect the force’s health and 
readiness, the bar is even 
higher, so military leaders 
aren’t surprised by the lack 
of approved exemptions. 

But for the troops and 
chaplains, it’s been a bit 
overwhelming. 

“It’s just been a lot of 
interviews, a lot of memos,” 
Lang said. “I find that my 
colleagues are stressed just 
because of the logistics of 
getting the memo done and 
having to make sure they’re 
keeping up with the process. 
It’s like rapid fire,” 

Air Force officials initially 
said religious exemption 
requests would be answered 
in 30 days. But they have 
gotten more than 4,700 
requests — far more than the 
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other military services, and 
the logistics of the lengthy 
review process have made it 
difficult to meet that time- 
line. The Navy has received 
about 2,700 religious 
exemption requests, the 
Marine Corps has 3,100 and 
the Army about 1,700. Some 
that were rejected have been 
appealed, but there are little 
data on that. 

“We did not expect the 
surge of requests,” said Air 
Force Col. Paul Sutter, chief 
chaplain for religious affairs 
at Space Force, which is 
included in the Air Force. 

An Air Force reservist 
who requested a religious 
exemption said she’s aware 
of none approved so far, and 
she is not optimistic. The 
reservist, who asked that 
her name be withheld for 
privacy reasons, said her 
chaplain was very straight- 
forward, laying out the 
process and noting the lack 
of approvals. 

Still, she said, she believes 
“God has a plan for my life.” 
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Sutter and Col. Larry 
Bazer, deputy director of the 
National Guard’s joint chap- 
lain office, said they tell their 
chaplains to be impartial 
as they speak with service 
members and to follow the 
process. 

“Meet the member where 
they are. Let them articu- 
late who they are, how they 
believe and how they live 
out that faith,’ Sutter said 
he advises chaplains. “We’re 
just looking for their artic- 
ulation of their deeply held 
beliefs. You’re looking for 
a consistency in how they 
adhere to those beliefs.” 

Lang, who has done more 
than 50 interviews, said a 
key question she asks is what 
service members plan to do 
if their request is denied 
— a possibility some don’t 
expect. 

The Air Force reserv- 
ist who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity said she 
was raised a Christian and 
is willing to retire if her 
request isn’t granted, even 
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though it would mean giving 

up her G.I. Bill tuition bene- 
fits that she would get if she 
stayed another year or more. 

“I will have to forfeit 
that,” said the mother of 
three children, including a 
newborn. “I have no doubt 
God will provide for me.” 

The reservist, whose 
husband is in the Army and 
is vaccinated, was preg- 
nant when the vaccine 
came out, and she was 
concerned about a possi- 
ble reaction. Health offi- 
cials have asserted it is safe 
for pregnant women, but in 
some cases the military has 
granted temporary exemp- 
tions to women. 

The reservist said her 
opposition is rooted in her 
faith, including concerns 
that some vaccines were 
tested on fetal cell lines 
developed over decades. 
The vaccines don’t contain 
fetal material. 

The Vatican has deemed 
it “morally acceptable” for 
Catholics to get the shot 
and other Christian faiths 
have done the same. But 
some religious leaders 
have offered exemption 
letter templates and voiced 
support for vaccine avoid- 
ance. 

Chaplains also take into 
account whether service 
members previously 
received religious accom- 
modations. 

“I don’t really dig into 
how long they’ve been in 
church and all of that kind of 
stuff because it’s really about 
their current reality of what 
they really believe,” Lang 
said. “And in that moment 
— let’s suppose it’s a politi- 
cal decision, but they wrap 
it in religiosity — that’s still 
what they believe in that 
moment.” 

The chaplains said the 
interviews have had the side 
benefit of making troops 
more aware that religious 
personnel are available and 
that the meetings are trig- 
gering longer conversations 
about other issues. 

“Tt’s really been a bridge to 
just some greater ministry,” 
Lang said. 
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Hamas still stuck in a vicious cycle 


Hundreds dead after 
each war with Israel, 
but little is changed 


By Patrick Kingsley 
The New York Times 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — 
Atabeachfront hotel in Gaza 
City this fall, hundreds of 
Gaza civic leaders crowded 
into a Hamas-sponsored 
conference to hear claims of 
an imminent Hamas victory 
over Israel. 

“The state of Israel will 
be history,” the conference 
director, Kanaan Abed, said 
in a speech broadcast across 
the strip. “Palestinians 
outside Palestine: Prepare 
your papers. You will return 
to Palestine after the liber- 
ation.” 

The reality, however, was 
nearly the opposite. 

Seven months after 
Hamas launched an 11-day 
war with Israel, the dead- 
lock between Israel and 
the Islamist movement has 
returned to roughly where 
it was before the fighting 
started. 

Israeli strikes in May 
killed at least 130 civilians 
and up to 100 militants, and 
destroyed or damaged more 
than 1,000 homes, shops and 
offices in Gaza. Rockets from 
Hamas and its allies killed 
13 people in Israel and, acci- 
dentally, at least 15 Palestin- 
ilans in Gaza. 

But otherwise, not much 
has changed. The 14-year 
Israeli-Egyptian blockade of 
Gaza is intact. The Palestin- 
ian leadership remains split 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank. The prospect of peace 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians, mori- 
bund since 2014, is as remote 
as ever. 

Even Hamas’ one indis- 
putable gain — a bump in 
popularity among Palestin- 
ians, burnished by starting 
the war in the first place 
— has dissipated, its poll 
numbers falling to nearly the 
same level they were early 
this year. 

Its mantle as the leader of 
the armed resistance against 
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Months after Hamas launched a brief war with Israel, the deadlock between Israel and the Islamist movement is back to about 
where it was before the latest fighting started. Above, Palestinians in Gaza City in October. HOSAM SALEM/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Israel has been tarnished 
by rising criticism of its 
governance of Gaza and 
concerns about corruption 
and rampant unemploy- 
ment. And although the 
group publicly declares that 
it vanquished Israel during 
the fighting in May, it is 
privately pushing for piece- 
meal economic concessions 
from Israel and has yet to 
obtain areconstruction deal 
to mend the war damage. 

“Everything here is 
frozen, you can say — cloudy, 
foggy,” Ghazi Hamad, a 
member of the group’s polit- 
ical council in Gaza, said in 
a recent interview. “It’s not 
clear in which direction we 
are going.” 

Hamas has been here 
before, several times. 

Its previous wars with 
Israel — in 2008-09, 2012 
and 2014 — each ended with 
Hamas claiming victory atop 
a pile of rubble and mass 
casualties. 

Few see a way out of this 
cycle. 

As a militant group that 
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refuses to recognize Israel 
and, according to its found- 
ing charter, is committed 
to its destruction, Hamas 
has few other tools beyond 
unleashing a barrage of 
rockets every few years. 

Israeli officials are also 
prepared to maintain 
the deadlock. They will 
continue to enforce the 
blockade to limit Hamas’ 
ability to restock its arsenal 
and rebuild its fortifications, 
but see a strategic benefit to 
keeping Hamas in power. 

“We don’t want to defeat 
Hamas,” a senior Israeli 
army official said. Its main 
rival in Gaza — a more 
extreme Islamist faction — 
“is not better than Hamas,” 
the official added, speaking 
on the condition of anonym- 
ity in accordance with Israeli 
protocol. 

Caught in the middle, 
ordinary Gazans are paying 
the price. The unemploy- 
ment rate is higher than 
40%. Only 10% have direct 
access to clean water, 
according to UNICEF. 


The settlement between Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and Princess Haya Bint 
Al Hussein appears to be one of the largest in British history. KARIM SAHIB/GETTY-AFP 2018 


Dubai ruler ordered to pay 
$734M in custody settlement 


By Derrick Bryson 
Taylor 
The New York Times 


LONDON — London’s 
High Court has ordered 
the ruler of Dubai to pay his 
ex-wife and their two chil- 
dren about $734 million, 
according to court docu- 
ments released Tuesday 
that said he posed “grave 
risk” to their safety. 

The documents detail a 
custody settlement, dated 
Nov. 19, that appears to be 
one of the largest in British 
history. 

The settlement also 
appears to resolve a 
two-year court battle 
between Dubai’s ruler, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
and Princess Haya Bint 
Al Hussein, who fled to 
London in 2019, seek- 
ing political asylum and a 
divorce. 

Lawyers representing 
Mohammed and Prin- 
cess Haya did not imme- 
diately return requests for 
comment Tuesday. 

The princess’s flight 
from Dubai, the largest city 
of the United Arab Emir- 
ates, followed failed efforts 
to leave by two of Moham- 


med’s daughters from 
another marriage, Sheikha 
Shamsa and Sheikha Latifa. 

Mohammed’s represen- 
tatives have denied that 
the women are being held 
against their will. 

In October, court docu- 
ments revealed that 
Mohammed had used high- 
tech software purchased 
from an Israeli company to 
hack the cellphones of his 
ex-wife, two of her attor- 
neys and three other asso- 
ciates. 

In the documents made 
public this week, Judge 
Philip Moor cited the hack- 
ing and “his kidnapping 
of Sheikha Shamsa and 
Sheikha Latifa,” among 
other factors, in saying that 
Mohammed “constitutes a 
grave risk” to the princess 
and their children. 

Moor said Haya and the 
children, given their status, 
would have required secu- 
rity in any event, but he 
emphasized that “they are 
particularly vulnerable and 
need watertight security 
to ensure their continued 
safety and security in this 
country.” 

The judge added that 
Haya, who was the most 
visible of the sheikh’s 


reported six wives, was not 
asking “for an award for 
herself other than for secu- 
rity” and compensation for 
items she had lost asa result 
of the end of her marriage. 

Documents said the 
money was to go toward 
the upkeep of her Brit- 
ish homes, future security 
and what she was owed for 
jewelry and racehorses. 
Mohammed must also pay 
nearly $4 million for the 
education of the couple’s 
two children, plus $13 
million in arrears, the court 
documents said. 

The divorce case of 
Haya and Mohammed has 
provided glimpses into the 
lives of Dubai’s royalty, one 
of the world’s wealthiest 
royal families. Haya left her 
husband in 2019. Last year, 
Haya raised the abduction 
allegations before Britain’s 
High Court as part of the 
custody case, as well as the 
hacking. 

In the judgment in a 
British civil court case, a 
judge ruled that agents of 
Mohammed, using soft- 
ware known as Pegasus 
and sold by the Israel-based 
NSO Group, had carried 
out surveillance of several 
people. 


Complex medical proce- 
dures are often available 
only in Israel, which restricts 
entry to Gaza patients. 

Most blame Israel first 
and foremost. Some criti- 
cize the Palestinian Author- 
ity, Hamas’ rival in the West 
Bank, for having imposed 
temporary salary cuts on its 
employees in Gaza. 

But increasingly, Gazans 
also blame Hamas for exac- 
erbating conditions through 
nepotism, corruption and 
incompetence, and for 
diverting too much money 
from social programs to 
military infrastructure. 

“T want work more than 
rockets,” said Ali el-Jeredly, 
a jobless 28-year-old waiting 
to apply for a permit to work 
in Israel. 

Hamad believes the war 
forced minor concessions 
from Israel, and confirmed 
Hamas’ status as a protec- 
tor of Jerusalem. But gover- 
nance remains “a big, big 
burden,” he said. “How can 
we feed people? How can we 
lift the siege on Gaza? These 


are the main topics that we 
are thinking about all the 
time inside Hamas.” 

While there is no ques- 
tion that the blockade has 
severely damaged Gaza’s 
economy, many Gazans have 
come to believe Hamas’ poli- 
cies have made it worse. 

“The first person respon- 
sible for this blockade is 
Israel, not anyone else,” said 
Hassan Dawoudi, a 26-year- 
old dissident detained 
several times by Gaza secu- 
rity services for his views. 
“But Hamas has at least 
something to do with it.” 

Israeli officials argue that 
Hamas has everything to do 
with the blockade, which 
was imposed after it seized 
control of Gaza in 2007, 
having refused to recog- 
nize Israel and renounce 
violence. 

Hamas leaders still rule 
out those moves. Most of 
Gaza’s population consists 
of descendants of refugees 
who fled or were forced out 
of Israel during the 1948 war. 
For many, Hamas’ vow to 


reclaim that land still reso- 
nates. 

Hamas members have 
continued to carry out 
small-scale attacks, includ- 
ing the killing of an Israeli 
tour guide in November in 
Jerusalem, and have encour- 
aged unrest in the West 
Bank. Militants have sent 
several incendiary balloons 
and fired bullets into Israeli 
territory, and killed an 
Israeli border guard at point- 
blank range. 

But relatively few rockets 
have been fired since May, 
and none since September, 
which analysts say is a signal 
that the group wants to 
avoid another major air war. 

Israel has responded 
by enlarging Gaza’s fish- 
ing zone, allowing Gazans 
to export more goods and 
produce, and granting 
10,000 work permits, the 
most since Hamas took 
power. Thousands of Gazans 
lined up for hours to apply. 

A monthly stipend from 
Qatar, worth roughly $30 
million and suspended 
during the war, was finally 
reinstated in full in Novem- 
ber. 

Despite the pronounce- 
ments of its leadership, there 
are also discussions among 
some Hamas members 
about the need for a 
marginally more pragmatic 
approach to Israel, accord- 
ing to Motasem Dallal, a 
political analyst in Gaza. 

Dallal said some younger 
members of Hamas privately 
advocated talking to Israeli 
officials directly. 

“TI don’t see that it’s not 
good to talk to Israel,’ said 
Dallal, who said he is not a 
Hamas member but spoke 
regularly with its leaders. 

That is a bridge too far for 
Hamas’ leaders. 

Mahmoud al-Zahar, a 
co-founder of the move- 
ment, said the group simply 
needed to wait patiently for 
Israel’s downfall, just as the 
Taliban waited two decades 
for U.S. forces to leave 
Afghanistan. 

“Once the Taliban 
succeeded,” al-Zahar said, 
“the Americans escaped.” 


Pa. lawmaker refuses Jan. 6 


panel’s request for interview 


By Farnoush Amiri 
and Mary Clare Jalonick 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Republican Rep. Scott Perry 
of Pennsylvania on Tuesday 
rebuffed a request for him 
to sit down for an interview 
and turn over documents to 
the House panel investigat- 
ing the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol 
insurrection, joining other 
allies of former President 
Donald Trump in trying to 
stonewall the committee. 

“I stand with immense 
respect for our Constitu- 
tion, the Rule of Law, and 
the Americans I represent 
who know that this entity 
is illegitimate, and not duly 
constituted under the rules 
of the US House of Repre- 
sentatives,” Perry said ina 
statement. 

In a letter to Perry on 
Monday night, Mississippi 
Rep. Bennie Thompson, 
the Democratic chairman 
of the panel, said the panel 
had received evidence from 
multiple witnesses, includ- 
ing then-acting Attorney 
General Jeffrey Rosen and 
then-acting Deputy Attor- 
ney General Richard Dono- 
ghue, that Perry had “an 
important role” in efforts 
to install Justice Depart- 
ment official Jeffrey Clark 
as acting attorney general. 

The lawmaker’s refusal 
will test how far the 
committee is willing to go 
in its quest for informa- 
tion as members have so far 
resisted subpoenaing one 
of their own as they inves- 
tigate the insurrection by 
Trump’s supporters and his 
efforts to overturn the 2020 
presidential election. The 
letter is the first time the 
panel has publicly released 
a request to a fellow 
member of Congress as the 
members inquire about the 
details of Perry and other 
congressional Republi- 
cans who met with Trump 
ahead of the Capitol attack 
and planned how they could 
block the results at the Jan. 
6 electoral count. 





Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., was cited more than 50 times ina 
Senate Judiciary report outlining Donald Trump’s effort to 
overturn the 2020 election. AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES/AP 


Also in the letter, Thomp- 
son added that while the 
panel “has tremendous 
respect for the prerogatives 
of Congress and the privacy 
of its Members,” it also has 
“a solemn responsibility to 
investigate fully all of these 
facts and circumstances.” 

The committee has 
also asked for any docu- 
ments and correspondence 
between Perry and Trump, 
his legal team or anyone 
involved in the planning of 
Jan. 6 events. 

The lawmaker, repre- 
senting Pennsylvania’s 10th 
District, was cited more 
than 50 times in a Senate 
Judiciary report released 
in October outlining how 
Trump’s effort to overturn 
his election defeat to Joe 
Biden brought the Justice 
Department to the brink 
of chaos and prompted top 
officials there and at the 
White House to threaten to 
resign. 

Perry, who has disputed 
the validity of Biden’s 
victory in Pennsylvania, 
has said he obliged Trump’s 
request for an introduction 
to Clark, then an assistant 
attorney general whom 
Perry knew from unre- 
lated legislative matters. 
The three men went on 
to discuss their shared 


concerns about the election, 
Perry has said. 

The DOJ found no 
evidence of widespread 
fraud in any state. 

The recent Senate report 
outlined a call Perry made 
to Donoghue last Decem- 
ber to say the department 
wasn’t doing its job with 
respect to the elections. 
Perry encouraged Dono- 
ghue to elicit Clark’s help 
because he’s “the kind of 
guy who could really get 
in there and do something 
about this,” the report said. 

Perry has said his “offi- 
cial communications” with 
Justice Department offi- 
cials were consistent with 
the law. 

The panel voted in 
November to hold Clark in 
contempt after he showed 
up for a deposition yet 
declined to answer ques- 
tions. But Thompson has 
said he will hold off pursu- 
ing the charges and allow 
Clark to attend another 
deposition and try again. 
Clark’s lawyer has said 
Clark intends to assert his 
Fifth Amendment right not 
to incriminate himself, but 
the deposition has been 
repeatedly postponed as 
Clark has dealt with an 
unidentified medical condi- 
tion. 
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Homeland Security 
agents plan to test out 
use of body cameras 


From news services 


WASHINGTON — 
Agents with an investiga- 
tive unit of the Department 
of Homeland Security will 
wear body cameras for 
the first time as part of a 
six-month pilot program 
that will focus on the costs 
and benefits of using the 
technology in federal law 
enforcement, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The cameras will be 
used during the test by 55 
members of the SWAT-like 
special response teams at 
Homeland Security Investi- 
gations in Houston, Newark, 
New Jersey, and New York, a 
senior official told reporters. 

Homeland Security Inves- 
tigations, which focuses on 
transnational federal crimes 
such as drug and human 
trafficking and fraud, is 
a component of the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, better known 
as ICE. 

The senior ICE official, 
who spoke to reporters on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the agency expects later to 
expand the pilot to include 
officers who conduct immi- 
gration enforcement arrests. 

The program, even though 
only a test, represents an 
expansion of the use of a 
technology already widely 
used in state and local law 
enforcement. 

In September, agents 
from the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives in Phoenix and 
Detroit became the first 
federal officers to wear body 
cams, and other agencies 
were expected to follow suit. 

Special agents with 
Homeland Security Inves- 
tigations are expected to 
use the body cams when 
carrying out such actions as 
making pre-planned arrests, 
questioning suspects and 
executing search warrants. 

The footage could be 
available to defense lawyers 





in criminal cases as part of 
the discovery process as well 
as to amore limited degree 
and with restrictions to 
others under the Freedom of 
Information Act, the senior 
official said. 

DHS is negotiating 
aspects of the program with 
the union that represents 
ICE enforcement officers, 
and officials did not say 
when that part of the pilot 
would start. 


Holiday launch: SpaceX 
launched Christmas gifts, 
goodies and supplies to the 
International Space Station 
on Tuesday and got a pres- 
ent in return: the compa- 
ny’s 100th successful rocket 
landing. 

The pre-dawn liftoff from 
NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center was barely visible 
in the fog and clouds, as 
the Falcon rocket hoisted a 
Dragon capsule loaded with 
more than 6,500 pounds of 
gear for the station’s seven 
astronauts. 

Several minutes later, the 
first-stage booster landed 
upright on an ocean plat- 
form, six years to the day 
that Elon Musk’s company 
accomplished its first 
booster touchdown in 2015. 

This particular booster 
was making its first flight. 
A few days ago, a SpaceX 
booster made its 11th flight. 

Among the items due to 
arrive at the space station 
Wednesday: Christmas pres- 
ents from the astronauts’ 
families, as well as smoked 
fish and turkey, green beans 
and fruitcake for a holiday 
feast. 

The delivery also includes 
a laundry detergent exper- 
iment. Station astronauts 
currently trash their dirty 
clothes; Procter & Gamble 
Co. is developing a fully 
degradable detergent for 
eventual use at the station. 

SpaceX is ending the year 
with 31 launches, the most 
ever by the company. 
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Furry protest: People wearing bear furs and performing New Year’s rituals join anti-COVID-19 green pass protesters Tuesday 
outside the Palace of Parliament in Bucharest, Romania. People gathered to protest against the introduction of the COVID-19 
“sreen certificate” in workplaces, a measure considered by authorities to limit coronavirus infections. VADIM GHIRDA/AP 


Virus spike in NYC: Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said he’s 
committed to keeping the 
city open as it grapples with 
a huge spike in coronavirus 
cases. 

The Democrat said Tues- 
day that New York can’t see 
schools and businesses close 
again like they did when 
COVID-19 first hit the city 
in 2020. 

De Blasio has faced ques- 
tions over the past week 
about whether he would 
reinstate closures as the 
omicron variant surges in 
the city. 

“Adamantly I feel this: 
No more shutdowns. We’ve 
been through them,” de 
Blasio said at a virtual news 
conference. “They were 
devastating. We can’t go 
through it again.” 


Plea for typhoon aid: The 
governor of a central Phil- 
ippine province devastated 
last week by Typhoon Rai 
pleaded on radio Tues- 
day for the government to 
quickly send food and other 
aid, warning that without 
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outside help, army troops 
and police would have to be 
deployed to prevent looting 
because of growing hunger. 

Gov. Arthur Yap of Bohol 
province said he could no 
longer provide rice and 
other food aid after his 
contingency fund ran out 
and that many of the 1.2 
million people in his island 
province, which remained 
without power and cell- 
phone service five days 
after the typhoon struck, 
have become increasingly 
desperate. 

The most powerful 
typhoon to hit the Philip- 
pine archipelago this year 
left at least 375 dead and 
more than 50 missing, offi- 
cials said. 


Floyd pardon possible: 
Doling out pardons is a holi- 
day tradition for Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott, who around 
every Christmas grants 
them to a handful of ordi- 
nary citizens, typically for 
minor offenses committed 
years or decades ago. 

But one name stands out 





on his desk: George Floyd. 
Abbott has not said 
whether he will posthu- 
mously pardon Floyd this 
year for a 2004 drug arrest 


California man has been 
sentenced to three years in 
prison for threatening harm 
in text messages sent during 
the attack on the U.S. Capitol 


in Houston byaformer ofh- toa New York-based family 
cer whose police work is member of a journalist, 
no longer trusted by prose- _ prosecutors said. 


cutors. Texas’ parole board 
— stacked with Abbott 
appointees — unanimously 
recommended a pardon for 
Floyd in October. 

Since then, the two-term 
Republican governor, who 
is up for reelection in 2022, 
has given no indication of 
whether he will grant what 
would be only the second 
posthumous pardon in 
Texas history. 

Floyd, who was Black, 
spent much of his life in 
Houston before moving to 
Minnesota, where his death 
under the knee of a white 
police officer last year led to 
a U.S. reckoning on race and 
policing. 

A spokeswoman for 
Abbott did not respond to 
requests for comment. 


Jan. 6 text threats: A 


Robert Lemke, 36, was 
sentenced Monday in 
Manhattan federal court, 
according to Damian 
Williams, U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District of 
New York. 

Lemke, a resident of Bay 
Point in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, pleaded guilty 
in October to one count of 
making threatening inter- 
state communications. 

The messages sent to the 
journalist’s relative stated 
in part that the journalist’s 
“words are putting you and 
your family at risk. We are 
nearby, armed and ready.” 

Prosecutors alleged that 
the messages were among 
threatening text and audio 
messages sent to approx- 
imately 50 people from 
November 2020 through 
early January 2021. 
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NOW OFFERING CAREERS 


SAVE THOUSANDS 


NO MIINIMUM. NO MAXIMUM. THIS IS ONE OF OUR 
BEST DEALS EVER ADVERTISED. 





IN-HOUSE INSTALLER 


“Prior sales excluded. Expires 12/31/21. Cannot be combined with 
other offers. See representative for more details. 


$27,000 - $70,000 
Earning Potential 


based on competency and skill level 


NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


Are you looking for a great career 
opportunity with NO college debt? Are you 
energetic, handy and willing to learn? 
Come train as an in-house installer with us. 
You will be provided with the training and 
tools necessary to install windows, patio 
doors, entry and storm doors. 


HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID 
VACATION, PAID HOLIDAYS 


¢ Develop basic carpentry skills 

¢ Develop experience using a metal brake 
¢ Obtain industry certifications 

¢ Develop experience using power tools 

¢ Full-time, steady 40-hour work week 

¢ Local, family owned business 


CALL US TODAY TO APPLY 


SolarZone TG2 Elite Triple 
Pane, Double Strength 
Glass With Low-E 


Argon Gas Filled 


Energy Efficient 
Triple Pane Delivers 
Thermal Break 


Patented Duralite 
Spacer System 
Improves Argon 
Gas Performance 


Foam Insulated 
Frame « Feel 
The Difference 


FREE VIRTUAL OR IN-HOME CONSULATIONS 


860-512-8496 


Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. # 607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and comparing up to 1/2 off the price of our competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 
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Omicron spreads doubt 
for pandemic recovery 


Many stay home while others try to carry on amid canceled shows, empty eateries 


By Paul Wiseman 
and Anne D’Innocenzio 
Associated Presss 


Just as Americans and Europeans were 
eagerly awaiting their most normal holi- 
day season ina couple of years, the omicron 
variant has unleashed a fresh round of fear 
and uncertainty — for travelers, shoppers, 
partygoers and their economies as a whole. 

The Rockettes have canceled their 
Christmas show in New York. Some 
London restaurants have emptied out as 
commuters avoid the downtown. Broadway 
shows are canceling some performances. 
The National Hockey League suspended its 
games until after Christmas. Boston plans 
to require diners, revelers and shoppers to 
show proof of vaccination to enter restau- 
rants, bars and stores. 

A sense of anxiety has begun to erode the 
willingness of some people and some busi- 
nesses to carry on as usual in the face of the 
extraordinarily contagious omicron vari- 
ant, which has fast become the dominant 
version of the virus in the United States. 


es 


by 


a, 


Other people, though, are still travel- 
ing, spending and congregating with other 
people as they normally do, though often 
with a cautious wait-and-see perspective. 
Holiday air travel remains robust. Many 
stores and restaurants are still enjoying 
solid sales. 

And omicron has yet to keep audiences 
away from movie theaters in significant 
numbers. This past weekend, record audi- 
ences across all demographics flocked to 
theaters for the new “Spider-Man” movie. 

“The movie theater has not yet been 
hindered by omicron,” said Steve Buck, the 
chief strategy officer of EntTelligence. 

At the same time, no one knows yet 
what omicron will ultimately mean for the 
health of the Western economies, which 
have endured a wild ride of downturns and 
recoveries since early 2020. 

“These mutations keep coming,” said 
Robin Brooks, chief economist at the Insti- 
tute of International Finance. “What is the 
probability that sometime we get a really 
nasty one? No one has any idea. This thing 
is mutating, and it’s very hard to say.” 


Will omicron cause outbreaks at factories 
and ports, disrupt operations and worsen 
supply chain bottlenecks that have forced 
up prices and contributed to the hottest U.S. 
inflation in decades? 

Will it mean people will hunker down 
at home again and spend less on services 
— restaurant meals, concerts, hotel stays 
— which could weaken the economy but 
potentially defuse inflationary pressures? 

Will return-to-office plans for white 
collar workers be put on hold, deepening 
the hit to many downtown businesses? 

Or will omicron prove a blip that scarcely 
slows what has become a surprisingly 
strong recovery from the short but intense 
pandemic recession? 

Spooked by uncertainty and fear of the 
worst-case scenarios, stock markets around 
the world sold off for three days before 
rebounding Tuesday. 

“We don’t know whether this is good or 
bad for growth or inflation in the medium 
term,” said Megan Greene, global chief 
economist at the Kroll Institute. “We just 
don’t have enough data yet.” 





Sonja Redding, of Omaha, Nebraska, would “love to get back to work.” She also has two children with special needs. STEPHEN GROVES/AP 


Nebraska stuck in a quandary 


Can the governor force more 
citizens to work even if not 
eager — or able — to do so? 


By Grant Schulte 


Associated Press 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Even in normal times 
Nebraska has one of the lowest unemploy- 
ment rates in the nation, with fewer than 
2 million people and plenty of jobs to go 
around. But with some workers slow to 
return to work after COVID-19 shutdowns, 
the state has hit new depths, recording the 
country’s lowest-ever state unemployment 
rate of 1.8% in November. 

Now Gov. Pete Ricketts, who frequently 
expounds on the value of work, is confront- 
ing an intriguing question: Can a governor 
force citizens to work, even if they appar- 
ently aren’t eager or able to do so? 

Ricketts is trying every option to get 
Nebraskans into jobs. 

“There’s going to be a lot of different 
things we’re going to have to do to reach 
each individual and, if they’re not working 
for whatever reason, get them back into the 
workforce,” Ricketts said recently. 

Unemployment rates are low in many 
places, and as the national rate fell to 4.2%, 


officials across the country are struggling to 
convince people who have stopped looking 
for work to seek jobs. 

A full workforce is needed to keep busi- 
nesses functioning and support local 
economies, but it’s hard to overstate the 
difficulty of uprooting people who are 
caring for family members, exploring other 
life options or who just want to take a break. 

Ricketts is determined to try with poli- 
cies that make it more trouble to stay home. 
The two-term Republican governor is part 
of the Ricketts family, whose estimated $4.5 
billion in wealth started with the creation of 
the online brokerage Ameritrade. 

Ricketts’ first move was to require people 
seeking unemployment benefits to meet 
with a job coach, discuss specific employ- 
ment goals and enroll in an “individual- 
ized reemployment plan.” The state added 
tougher requirements for maintaining 
benefits and for contacting employers to 
apply for openings. Nebraska also was one 
of the first to end supplemental federal 
assistance for workers hit by the pandemic. 

Nebraska has about 49,000 job openings 
listed on a state website and 19,000 work- 
ing-age residents who are not working. 
About 4,300 people are receiving unem- 
ployment benefits. 

Among the unemployed is Sonja 


Workers OK new pact to end 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A strike at Kellogg that 
has gone on since early October has ended 
after workers voted to ratify a new labor 
contract at the company’s four U.S. cereal 
plants. 

The contract covers 1,400 workers repre- 
sented by the union at plants in Michigan, 
Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. 

Kellogg said Tuesday that the new 
contract provides immediate, across the 
board wage increases and enhanced bene- 
fits for all. It also provides an accelerated, 
defined path to top-tier wages, a major 
sticking point for workers, and benefits for 
transitional employees. 

“We are pleased that we have reached an 


agreement that brings our cereal employees 
back to work,” CEO Steve Cahillane said in 
a prepared statement. 

Workers who have been on strike since 
Oct. 5 will return to work Monday, Kellogg 
said. 

The Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco 
Workers and Grain Millers International 
Union said the contract is a win for workers. 

“This agreement makes gains and does 
not include any concessions,” union Pres- 
ident Anthony Shelton said in a statement. 

Members of the union voted on the new 
offer over the weekend. The offer includes 
cost-of-living adjustments and a $1.10 per 
hour raise for all employees. 

Earlier this month, an overwhelming 
majority of workers voted down a five-year 


Redding, an Omaha mother whose daugh- 
ter and son have autism and methylmalo- 
nic acidemia, a rare autoimmune disease 
that makes them exceptionally vulnerable 
to viruses. 

Redding previously worked as a reseller 
and ran her own booth at a flea market 
but stopped after the pandemic hit. She 
has survived on federal stimulus money, 
unemployment, Social Security income and 
her own savings, but lately has reduced her 
spending “to a bare minimum.” 

“T would love to get back to work,” she 
said. “I’m a normal parent and would like 
to have time away from my kids sometimes, 
but this is what we’ve got to do right now.” 

Other reasons some people aren’t work- 
ing include concerns about being infected 
with the coronavirus, said Dave Swenson, a 
economics professor at Iowa State Univer- 
sity. Burnout is another factor, particularly 
among health care workers and teachers. 

Pat Keenan, who manages three chain 
hotels in North Platte, Nebraska, said he’s 
given up plans to open a restaurant near one 
hotel because “the chances of us getting it 
staffed are almost zero.” 

He added, “I would call 2021 the year of 
the hourly employee,” he said. “They have 
more power than they’ve had and more 
money than they’ve ever had.” 


Kellogg strike 


offer that would have provided 3% raises 
and cost of living adjustments in coming 
years to most, but not all of the workers. 

Workers have been on strike at plants in 
Battle Creek, Michigan; Omaha, Nebraska; 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and Memphis, 
Tennessee. They make all of the compa- 
ny’s well-known brands of cereal, including 
Apple Jacks and Frosted Flakes. 

Kellogg’s said most workers at its cereal 
plants earned an average of $120,000 last 
year, though union members have said they 
work more than 80 hours a week to earn 
that, and those wages are only available to 
longtime workers. 

Under the two-tiered pay system the 
company uses, newer workers are paid less 
and receive fewer benefits. 


Solar power 
on US land 
receives 
ereen light 


By Matthew Brown 


Associated Press 


BILLINGS, Mont. — U.S. officials 
announced approval Tuesday of two solar 
projects in California and moved to open up 
public lands in three other Western states 
to potential solar development, as part of 
the Biden administration’s effort to counter 
climate change by shifting from fossil fuels. 

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
approved the Africa and Victory Pass solar 
projects in Riverside County east of Los 
Angeles, which combined would generate 
up to 465 megawatts of electricity or enough 
to power about 132,000 homes. 

Approval of a third solar farm — planned 
for 500 megawatts and known as Oberon 
— is expected in coming days, energy off- 
cials said. 

The land agency also on Tuesday issued 
a call to nominate land for development 
within “solar energy zones” in Colorado, 
Nevada and New Mexico that combined 
cover about 140 square miles. 

The solicitation of interest comes as offi- 
cials under Democratic President Joe Biden 
promote renewable wind and solar power on 
public lands and offshore to reduce green- 
house gas emissions that are warming the 
planet. 

BLM Director Tracy Stone-Manning said 
in a statement that government support for 
renewable energy was a top priority for the 
agency, which oversees almost a quarter-bil- 
lion acres of land primarily in Western states. 

The land bureau in early December issued 
a draft plan to reduce rents and other fees 
paid by companies authorized to build wind 
and solar projects on public lands. 

The recent actions mark a pronounced 
shift from Republican President Donald 
Trump’s emphasis on coal mining and oil 
and gas drilling. 
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EU court backs 
passenger rights 


BERLIN — The European Union’s top 
court ruled Tuesday that a flight must be 
considered as canceled for legal purposes if 
it is moved forward by more than an hour, a 
verdict that appears to improve customers’ 
chances of compensation. 

The European Court of Justice was asked 
to deliver its opinion by courts in Korneu- 
burg, Austria, and Duesseldorf, Germany, 
that are handling disputes involving passen- 
gers, claims management companies and 
five airlines: Azurair, Corendon Airlines, 
Eurowings, Austrian Airlines and Lauda- 
motion. 

In cases resulting in a right to compensa- 
tion, airlines are liable for amounts ranging 
from $282 to $676 depending on distance, 
the court said. 


Nikola, SEC to 
settle for $125M 


The fledgling electric truck manufac- 
turer Nikola agreed to pay $125 million to 
settle an investigation into allegations that 
the company and its founder had defrauded 
investors by making misleading claims about 
its products and technology, securities regu- 
lators said Tuesday. 

Nikola is settling the case with the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission nearly 
five months after federal prosecutors filed 
criminal charges against Trevor Milton, the 
company’s founder and former CEO, who 
has pleaded not guilty. The SEC also filed 
civil fraud charges against Milton. 

The SEC found that Nikola and Milton 
embarked on a campaign to pump up the 
price of Nikola’s shares with a series of 
misleading public statements. 


North America 
cross border freight 


Transborder freight between U.S., Canada 
and Mexico, October 2021 


$73.8 billion 





Air Bsc.c billion 


SOURCE: Bureau of Transportation Statistics TNS 
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Business groups say relief 
fund transfer shows state 


insurance fund is shaky 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Transferring $40 million 
from a COVID-19 relief 
fund into the state’s insur- 
ance plan for municipal 
employees would appear 
to be routine. 

The office of state Comp- 
troller Kevin Lembo on 
Tuesday characterized the 
move benefiting the state’s 
Partnership Plan as just 
that. But only months after 
a bruising battle between 
business and health insur- 
ers on one side and Lembo 
and legislative Democrats 
on the other over legisla- 
tion to give the state greater 
reach into running health 
insurance, critics weren’t 
buying it. 

“Committing $40 million 
in COVID relief funds to 
cover ongoing deficits in 
the Partnership Plan under- 
scores what we've said all 
along,” said Susan Halpin, 
executive director of the 
Connecticut Association of 
Health Plans. “Premiums 
appear to be artificially 
suppressed.” 

Chris DiPentima, pres- 


ident of the Connecticut 
Business & Industry Asso- 
ciation, said the plan is 
“completely unstable.” 

“This continues to verify 
what our members say, that 
government is not capable 
of running something the 
private sector is running,” 
he said. 

Joshua Wojcik, assistant 
state comptroller, said the 
comptroller’s office trans- 
ferred the federal COVID- 
19 relief funds into the 
Partnership Plan to avoid 
letting the funds expire 
Dec. 31. The money was for 
allowable expenses such as 
COVID-19 testing and treat- 
ment, he said. 

In a letter to admin- 
istrators of the Partner- 
ship Plan, Lembo said the 
money will significantly 
increase the balance and 
reduce health care costs 
and premium adjustment 
next year. 

Lembo, who is resign- 
ing Dec. 31, and the busi- 
ness groups have squared 
off repeatedly over the past 
few years over legislation to 
expand insurance offered 
by the state to private busi- 


nesses and nonprofits. This 
year’s legislation died when 
Gov, Ned Lamont said he 
would not support it. 

Lembo and business crit- 
ics argued early this year 
over the Partnership Plan’s 
solvency. He insisted that 
the plan most often paid 
out less in claims than it 
raised in premiums. Excep- 
tions were in 2018 and 2019 
before the General Assem- 
bly made fixes to regional 
cost disparities, Lembo had 
said. 

In the most recent 
12-month period the medi- 
cal loss ratio was 92.3%, or 
for every $1 in premiums, 
the plan paid out 92.3 cents 
for claims, the comptroller’s 
office said. 

DiPentima said the trans- 
fer demonstrates the Part- 
nership Plan, which he 
called a “bottomless pit,’ is 
losing money. 

“It needs $40 million 
to stabilize itself,’ he said. 
“The taxpayers are the 
backstop of this plan.” 


Stephen Singer can be 
reached at ssinger 
(@courant.com. 
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DOW 
35,492.70 +560.54 






Close: 3 


Change: 560.54 (1.6%) 


Wednesday, December 22, 2021 


10-YR T-BOND 
1.48% +.06 
Dow Jones industrials 
5,492.70 


FUELS 
Crude Oil (bbl) 


METALS 


Gold (02) 
Silver (0z) 


Natural Gas (mm btu) 
Unleaded Gas (gal) 





GOLD 
$1,787.90 -5.80 
Commodities 
CLOSE PREV. YTD 
71.12 68.61 +46.58% 
3.87 3.83 +52.38% 
2.15 2.09 +51.16% 
CLOSE _s~PREV. YTD 
1,787.90 1,793.70 -5.56% 
22.50 22.28 -14.55% 


(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.) 
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Restaurants fretting over 
omicron, labor, food prices 


By Dee-Ann Durbin, 
Mae Anderson 
and Sylvia Hui 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — While 
restaurants in the U.S. 
and United Kingdom are 
open without restrictions 
and often bustling, they 
are entering their second 
winter of the coronavirus 
pandemic anxious about 
what’s ahead: They’re 
squeezed by labor shortages 
and skyrocketing food costs 
and the omicron variant is 
looming. 

“I’m extremely worried. 
I’ve never felt like we 
were out of the woods,” 
said Caroline Glover, chef 
and owner of the restau- 
rant Annette in the Denver 
suburb of Aurora. 

The rapid spread of 
omicron already is pummel- 
ing the industry in Britain 
and elsewhere, with restau- 
rants, hotels and pubs 
reporting cancellations at 
the busiest and most lucra- 
tive time of year. Businesses 
urged the U.K. government 
to offer relief after officials 
warned people to think 
carefully about socializ- 
ing. Scotland and Wales 
have pledged millions of 
pounds for businesses, 
adding pressure for Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
government to do the same 
in England. 

“It’s pretty devastating. 
For private hires, bigger 
tables of say eight to 16 
people, those have pretty 
much disappeared. These 
are the bread and butter 
for restaurants at Christ- 
mastime,” said Jeff Galvin, 
co-owner of Galvin Restau- 
rants, a group of five upmar- 
ket venues in London. 

Many businesses said 
hundreds of festive corpo- 
rate lunch bookings 
vanished almost overnight 
as infections began to soar 
and Johnson announced 










Beginning January 3% in 
compliance with the 
City of Philadelphia 
COVID MANDATE 

guests aged 5 years & above 

will now be REQUIRED to 
present 

COVID VACCINE CARD 

upon entering 


Front Street Café 


Asign posted Monday ata 
restaurant in Philadelphia. 
Restaurants are facing new 
challenges in the pandemic. 
MATT ROURKE/AP 


as usual. 

Glover in Colorado 
worries about renewed 
restrictions if infections 
climb. For now, business has 
returned, with her dining 
room back to full capac- 
ity — up from a cap of 50% 
last year — and four green- 
houses outside booked far 
in advance. 

Similarly, diners have 
returned and business is 
strong for Amy Brand- 
wein, who owns the Ital- 
ian restaurant Centrolina 
and a small cafe, Piccolina, 
in Washington. After her 
restaurants survived lock- 
downs with takeout and 
grocery offerings, “I could 
safely say we’re back to 2019 
levels,” she said. 

But staffing remains 
a challenge. In a recent 
survey of 3,000 U.S. restau- 
rant operators, 77% said 
they didn’t have enough 
workers to meet demand, 
according to the National 
Restaurant Association, an 
industry trade group. 

Many restaurant workers 
started new careers or went 
back to school. Jada Sartor 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
saw her wages rise from $10 
per hour to $16 per hour this 
year as restaurants grew 


child care. 

“The cost of living is just 
so high you can’t afford to 
really live,’ she said. 

US. sales at restaurants 
and bars hit an estimated 
$73.7 billion in Novem- 
ber, up 37% from the same 
month last year, according 
to preliminary data from 
the U.S. Census Bureau. 
But that was partly due 
to higher menu prices as 
restaurants try to account 
for inflation. 

Sara Lund, owner of 
Bodega and The Rest, a bar 
and restaurant in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, said her ingredi- 
ent costs rose between 15% 
and 40% this year. 

“The margins on food are 
never going to be astronom- 
ical, even in good times,” she 
said. “But paying 40% more 
for protein? I can’t pass that 
along to the customer.” 

Diners know restaurants 
are struggling, and many say 
they have resumed eating 
out to help their favorite 
local spots. Liz Cooper of 
Needham, Massachusetts, 
said she’s comfortable 
dining indoors with her 
family of five, all of whom 
are vaccinated except for 
her 4-year-old daughter. 

“Tf you like a restaurant 
and a small business you 
should get out there and 
support them,” Cooper said. 

Steve Geffen, who owns 
four Chicago-area restau- 
rants, including Once Upon 
a Grill, said he removed 30% 
of the tables from his restau- 
rants to ensure customers 
felt comfortable dining 
inside. So far it’s working. 

“They don’t mind waiting 
longer, knowing they’re not 
sitting on top of everybody 
else,” he said. 

But Jeanne Busch in 
Forest Park, Illinois, is stick- 
ing with occasional takeout. 

“T am definitely not 
comfortable mask- 
less indoors in a crowd,” 
Busch said. “As we head 
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ee ae re sha Pe SS&C Technlogies (SSNC) 80.91 +2.46 +11.2 
isco Syst (CSCO) ‘4! SeaChange Intl Inc(SEAC) 1.79 -31 +27.9 
Cee COD A(CMCSA) aan ae eg | Society Pass inc (SOPA) 10.63 ~.63.-78.0 
Gontevtl-oai P : ° *~ | SOFi Technologies (SOFI) 14.97 +.38  -33.9 Fi t Fill O d Pi - ! 
gic Inc (WISH) 3.54 +.45 -80.6 Stanley Black & Deck (SWK) 179.24 +1.30 i irs i raer or on Piping: 
Disney (DIS) 151.05 +4.58 -16.6 : : : 
EMCOR Group Inc (EME) 122.52 +4.21 +34.0 Starwood Prop Trust (STWD) 24.42 +1.69 +26.5 = 
Energy Transfer L.P. (ET) 8.18 -07.  +32.4 | Sundial Growers Inc (SNDL) .63 +.03 +31.9 a 
Ethan Allen (ETD) 24.82 +.68  +22.8 | Terex Corp (TEX) 42.73 +2.13 +22.5 a | Mm = - - 
Eversource Energy (ES) 88.96  -.71  +2.8 | Tesla Inc (TSLA) 938.53 +38.59  +33.0 | | 7 | 
Ford Motor (F) 19.61 +.19 +123.1 | Tilray Inc (TLRY) 7.85 +.39 -5.0 Must become automatic delivery customer. Minimum 500 gals per year otherwise bonus offer charged back. 
FuelCell Energy (FCEL) 6.41 +.36  -42.6 | Travelers Cos (TRV) 155.52 +1.99 +10.8 Daniels Energy: CT License $1-385517 HOD#19 / Daniels Propane LLC #846 CT License $1-302857 
Galera Therapeutics (GRTX) 4.41 +.62 -56.9| Uber Technologies (UBER) 41.97 +2.27  -17.7 
Gen Dynamics (GD) 203.29 +4.61 +36.6 | United Airlines Hldg (UAL) 43.93 +2.83 +1.6 
Gen Electric (GE) 93.06 +3.08  +8.0 | United Rentals (URI) 328.95 +697 +41.8 
teeny = tein 8 ee — UnitedHealth Group (UNH) 487.21 +3.48  +38.9 
Horizon Tech Fin(HRZN) 15.70 +.22~«—-+18.6 | Yerizon Comm (V2) a hee 
Infosys Ltd (INFY) 94.22 +53 +42.9 Virtus Invest (VRTS) 289.24 +10.42 +33.3 
Intel Corp (INTC) 50.77 +1.17 +19 Voya Financial (VOYA) 63.25 +1.68 +7.5 
Jaguar Health Inc JAGX) 138  +4.93  -43.6 | Webster Financial (WBS) 53.94 +2.21 +28.0 
Kaman (KAMN) 41.79 +1.98 -26.9 Wells Fargo & Co (WFC) 47.81 +.96 +58.4 
Keycorp (KEY) 22.69 +.62 +38.3 | White Mtns Insur(WTM) 1013.00 +12.15 +1.2 
Lincoln Natl Corp (LNC) 65.58 +2.72 +30.4 | World Wrestling Ent(WWE) 47.59 — -.19 -1.0 
Lucid Group Inc (LCID) 38.02 +.03  +41.7 | XPO Logistics Inc (XPO) 72.99 +2.64 +5.2 
MGM Resorts Intl (MGM) 44.81 +2.74  +42.2 | Xerox Holdings Corp (XRX) 21.37  +1.21 -7.8 
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What we lose if we don’t Build Back Better 





Paul Krugman 


I will leave the savvy political analy- 
sis to others. I don’t know why Sen. Joe 
Manchin apparently decided to go back on 
an explicit promise he made to President 
Joe Biden. Naively, I thought that even in 
this era of norm-breaking, honoring a deal 
you have just made would be one of the last 
norms to go, since a reputation for keep- 
ing your word once given is useful even 
to highly cynical politicians. I also do not 
know what, if anything, can be saved from 
the Build Back Better framework. 

What I do know is that there will be 
huge human and, yes, economic costs if 
Biden’s moderate but crucial spending 
plans fall by the wayside. 

Failure to enact a decent social agenda 
would condemn millions of American 
children to poor health and low earn- 
ings in adulthood — because that is what 
growing up in poverty does. It would 
condemn millions more to inadequate 
medical care and financial ruin if they got 
ill, because that is what happens when 
people lack adequate health insurance. It 
would condemn hundreds of thousands, 
maybe more, to unnecessary illness and 
premature death from air pollution, even 
aside from the intensified risk of climate 
catastrophe. 

Iam not speculating here. There is 
overwhelming evidence that children in 
low-income families who receive financial 
aid are significantly healthier and more 
productive than those who didn’t once 
they become adults. 

Uninsured Americans often lack access 
to needed medical care and face unafford- 
able bills. And studies show that policies 
to mitigate climate change will also yield 
major health benefits from cleaner air over 





A Build Back Better sign sits in a pre-K classroom Oct. 25 as President Joe Biden visits a school 
in North Plainfield, New Jersey. ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS/GETTY 


the next decade. 

As an aside, it is not clear how many 
Americans realize the extent to which we 
are falling behind other nations in terms of 
meeting basic human needs. For exam- 
ple, I still keep running into people who 
believe that we have the world’s highest 
life expectancy, when the reality is that we 
can expect to live between three and five 
fewer years than citizens of most European 
countries. 

There are also, by the way, large and 
growing gaps between U.S. states. In 1979, 
life expectancy in West Virginia was only 
about 14 months shorter than in New York; 
by 2016, the gap had widened to six years. 
And yes, Manchin’s home state would 
benefit immensely from the social spend- 
ing its Democratic senator seems deter- 
mined to block. 

The weakness of the U.S. social safety net 
also has economic consequences. It is true 
that we still have high gross domestic prod- 


uct per capita — but that is largely because 
Americans take far less vacation time than 
their counterparts abroad, which means 
that they produce more because they work 
more hours. In other ways we lag. Even 
before the pandemic, Americans in their 
prime working years were less likely to 

be employed than citizens of Canada or 
many European countries, probably in 
part because we do not help adults stay in 
the workforce by providing child care and 
parental leave. 

But can we afford to make our lives 
better? One answer is that other rich coun- 
tries seem to manage it just fine. Another 
answer is that Manchin’s objections to the 
proposed legislation evaporate under scru- 
tiny. 

Manchin asserted that the Congressio- 
nal Budget Office determined that the cost 
of the bill is “upwards of $4.5 trillion.” No, 
it didn’t. That was a Republican-demanded 
estimate of outlays — not the considerably 


smaller impact on the deficit — under the 
assumption that everything in the legis- 
lation would be made permanent, which 
isn’t what the bill says. And if Congress did 
vote to extend programs like the child tax 
credit, it would probably also vote for reve- 
nue offsets. The budget office analysis of 
the legislation as actually written — which 
found it roughly deficit-neutral — isa 
much better guide to its likely fiscal impact 
than this rigged hypothetical. 

As for Manchin’s claim that we have 
a “staggering” national debt, maybe 
it is worth noting that federal interest 
payments as a percentage of GDP are only 
half what they were under Ronald Reagan, 
and that if you adjust for inflation — as you 
should — they are basically zero. 

What about inflation? The proposed 
spending in Build Back Better is spread 
over multiple years, so it wouldn’t do alot 
to raise overall demand in the near term — 
the first-year addition to the deficit would 
be just 0.6% of GDP, which isn’t enough to 
make much difference to inflation in any 
model I know. Besides, the Federal Reserve 
has just made it clear that it is ready to raise 
interest rates if inflation does not subside, 
so government spending should matter 
even less. 

AsI said, I am not going to try to analyze 
Manchin’s thought processes, and I will 
leave it to others to speculate about his 
personal motives. What I can say is that the 
letter he released to explain why he said 
what he said on Fox News doesn’t read like 
a carefully worked-out policy statement; it 
doesn’t even read like a coherent ideolog- 
ical manifesto. Indeed, it feels rushed — a 
grab bag of Republican talking points hast- 
ily trotted out in an attempt to justify his 
abrupt betrayal and to portray himself as a 
victim. 

Sorry, but no. America — not a senator 
who is taking heat for a broken promise — 
is the victim in this story. 


Krugman is a columnist for The New York 
Times. 





Sen. Joe Manchin speaks to reporters Dec. 13 at the Hart Senate Office Building in Washington. STEFANI REYNOLDS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


The Democrats should blame 
themselves, not Joe Manchin 


By Ramesh Ponnuru 


progressives conceded. If Democrats 


large segment of those voters, though, 


Democrats have managed to make the 


Bloomberg Opinion 


The Democrats should have listened 
to Joe Manchin. As their “Build Back 
Better” agenda assumed legislative 
shape, the Democratic senator from 
West Virginia kept telling them what he 
didn’t like about it. 

On Nov. 1, he decried the bill’s “shell 
games” and “budget gimmicks” and 
called it “a recipe for economic crisis.” 
He wanted to set up and fully pay for 
afew programs for 10 years. The bill 
House Democrats passed sets up more 
programs, but for only a few years; after 
that, the Democrats were counting on 
political pressure to get them extended, 
and maybe paid for. They appeared to 
think Manchin’s conditions were just 
a negotiating position — even after he 
said that he would be comfortable if no 
bill at all got passed. 

On Sunday, Manchin announced that 
he could not support the current legis- 
lation. Democrats should have realized 
long beforehand that he wasn’t bluff- 
ing. The fact that President Joe Biden 
lost West Virginia by 39 points last year 
should have been evidence enough. 
Democrats should have agreed to what 
he wanted. 

He was, after all, right about the best 
way to structure the bill, as even some 


wanted a larger tax credit for children, 
they should have included a 10-year 
enlargement and ditched other parts 

of the bill — as Manchin said. If they 
weren’t willing to sacrifice other initia- 
tives, they should have left an expanded 
credit for another day. But the bulk of 
the Democratic Party in D.C. wasn’t 
willing to set priorities. 

Democrats still aren’t listening. 
Instead of telling him that they will 
accept any version of the bill he wants, 
they’re throwing a tantrum. 

White House communications direc- 
tor Jen Psaki snarked that Manchin 
should “reverse his position yet again, 
to honor his prior commitments.” 
Representative Pramila Jayapal of 
Washington state, who also leads the 
Progressive Caucus, is accusing him of 
“betrayal” and insinuating, dubiously, 
that alot of West Virginians will feel the 
same way. 

Her Minnesota colleague Ilhan 
Omar says Manchin is acting out of 
“corruption and self-interest.” None of 
this is going to get progressives a 50th 
Senate vote for what they want — and 
that’s assuming they have 49 to start. 

It’s not just Manchin the Democrats 
are refusing to hear. Biden tried to 
garner support for the bill by saying it 
“is what 81 million people voted for.” A 


just wanted Donald Trump out of 
office. 

Biden understood this political real- 
ity well in 2020: It’s why his convention 
speech dwelt far more on his charac- 
ter and Trump’s than it did on their 
policy differences. He campaigned for 
a mandate not to be Trump, and he got 
it. Only then did he try to convert his 
win into a mandate for the grab-bag 
of unrelated progressive policies that 
became Build Back Better. 

Progressive activists are reacting 
to the failure of the bill by complain- 
ing about the structure of American 
government. Never mind that Demo- 
crats have been able to build governing 
majorities in that structure in the not 
very distant past. Never mind, either, 
that the last two years have seen several 
large spending bills enacted with 
strong bipartisan support, especially in 
the Senate. 

Build Back Better was unusual in 
seeking to realize an expansive parti- 
san agenda in a very narrowly divided 
Congress. Neither Bill Clinton nor 
Barack Obama tried to enact such large 
and far-reaching changes in spending 
when they had much larger margins. 

The next stage of grief will be despair 
over the future of the Biden adminis- 
tration, if not that of democracy itself. 


bill a serious test for Biden’s presidency 
without ever having conveyed to the 
public what it’s even about. 

But Democrats are going further, 
saying that Manchin has crippled 
Biden politically, both because they 
hope it will get the senator to change 
his mind and because they really are 
that worked up about what they see as 
his obstinacy. 

Clinton managed to get reelected 
after his health care initiative collapsed 
— and that was along-drawn-out 
collapse, complete with an address to 
a joint session of Congress. Clinton’s 
comeback, however, involved moving 
rightward and scaling back his ambi- 
tions. His greatest legislative accom- 
plishment following the health debacle 
was a center-right retrenchment of 
welfare policy. He said the era of big 
government was over, which was not 
really true but signaled that he would 
not repeat his mistakes. 

The Clinton example of success 
after legislative defeat is, then, not 
one today’s Democrats are especially 
interested in learning from. Let’s see 
how well yelling at Joe Manchin works 
instead. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG; 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


HECKEL BASSOON 7493 Has 
High E, High F A Flat, B Flat Trill 
Silver Toned Hole Inserts, 2 Pre- 
War Bocals All Work Done By Hans 
Moennig $40,000 Please 

Call 201-612-0624 











SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ae 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 





Dogs 


BOXER / HUSKY Boxer / Husky 
Mix puppies. Perfect Christmas 
present. Family raised both parents 
purebred, and on site. 

Ready to go now. 

(860) 933-7602 





IRISH WOLFHOUND PUPS Super 
sized babies! Black, Wheaton 
or Brindle. Comes’ with health 
guarantee & vaccines. Ready for 
Christmas. $1,800. Call for details 
315-896-2026 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


LABRADOODLE PUPS 

Hypo Allergenic, Non Shedding, 
Healthy Intelligent Sweet Babies, Vet 
Checked, Shots, 4 Months. White/ 
Cream. $1,500. 860-712-5926 


or placeanad.courant.com 








ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 









ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 





Ja SS erere~ 


BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 
Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


(3) 


Business Opportunities 





CARPET CLEANING VAN 2002 Ford 
E250. Truck mounted equipment, 
70 gallon solution tank. Retiring. 
$12,000. 860-916-9252 


Auto & SUV's 


VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SPORTWAGEN 
2010 - $6,700 Car has a 
mechanical issue 8609181549 


Antiques| 
Classics 


LINCOLN TOWN CAR 1983 


$5,000 Great condition and clean. 
49,000 original miles. Blue green 
color. Best offer considered. 
860-916-6343 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Trucks & Vans 





DODGE RAM 1500 2002 - $9700 
This truck had a_= full front-to- 


back complete service by Stilly’s 
Automotive in Lisbon. 8609181549 


www.courant.com/pets 
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COCKAPOO Friendly cute puppies 


to fill your heart for Christmas. 
Chose between 5 sibling who are 
vet checked have first shots and 
ready to fill your arms the week 
of Christmas. $2500.00 Call to 
reserve yours now 413.244.6772 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





FRENCH BULLDOG PUPS 8 Week 
old pups 1Male 3Female pups 
ready to join their forever family for 
Christmas. First shots & vet checked. 
$3500 ea. 413-478-0763 


MINI LONGHAIR DACHSHUND 
PUPPY male, rare chocolate/cream 
coloring, ready in January. Breeder is 
VetTech. $2,500. (302)229-0112. 
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Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





Courant 


Local properties 
on the market and 
real estate 
transactions. 


Every Friday. 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


a 
Buy. Sell, Save. 


courant.com/advertiser e 860-525-2525 








PUBLIC NOTICES 


Connecticut 


Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve an Application for 
Diversion of Water Permit and 
Notice of Intent to Waive Public Hearing 
Applicant(s): Southington Water Department 
Application No.: 199400009 
City/Town: Southington 


The Commissioner of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (“DEEP”) hereby 
gives notice that a tentative determination has been reached to approve the following applica- 
tion renew a permit to divert the waters of the state. The Commissioner also intends to waive 
the requirement for public hearing pursuant to Section 22a-371 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes (CGS), provided that a hearing may be held if the Commissioner determines that the 
public interest will best be served thereby, or shall hold a hearing upon receipt of a petition as 
more thoroughly described below. 


Application Number: 199400009 (Renewal of DIV-85-10) 


Applicant’s Name and Address: Southington Water Department 
Town of Southington 

605 W. Queen Street 
Southington, CT 06489 


Albert Fiorillo 
860-628-5593 
afiorillo@southingtonwater.org 


Applicant Contact Information: 


Type of Permit: Water Diversion, Consumptive 


Relevant statute(s)/regulation: Section 22a-365 through 22a-378 CGS 
Renewal of permit DIV-85-10 for public water 
supply withdrawals from the Dunham Place 
Wellfield 


Project Description: 


Project Location: 177 Dunham Place, Southington, CT 


Waters: Groundwater, Patton Brook, Quinnipiac River 
COMMISSIONER’S FINDINGS/REGULATORY CONDITIONS 

The proposed activity includes the following: withdrawal of a maximum of 3.0 million gallons of 
groundwater per day (mgd) from the Dunham Place Wellfield (Well 9 and Well 10). The proposed 
activity will affect groundwater, Patton Brook and the Quinnipiac River. 

Pursuant to Section 22a-371 of the CGS, the Department has found that the application is com- 
plete and has determined that the proposed diversion 1) is necessary, 2) will not significantly 
affect long-range water resources management, and 3) will not impair proper management and 
use of the water resources of the State. Accordingly, the Commissioner hereby publishes this 
notice of intent to waive the requirement for a public hearing, provided if the Commissioner 
receives a petition requesting a hearing signed by twenty-five (25) persons on or before the 
deadline for receipt of written comments specified at the end of this notice, a hearing will be 
held. Notice of any hearing will be published in a newspaper having general circulation in the 
area where the proposed diversion will take place or have effect. 


INFORMATION REQUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENT 

This application has been assigned no. 199400009. Please use this number when correspond- 
ing with DEEP regarding this application. Interested persons may obtain copies of the applica- 
tion from the applicant at the above address. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 virus pandemic, the 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection located at 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT is 
closed to the public until further notice. However, electronic copies of the application and sup- 
porting documentation can be provided to interested persons via email. Any such requests for 
electronic documents may be directed to Doug Hoskins of the Water Planning and Management 
Division at 860-424-4192 or douglas.hoskins@ct.gov. 


Before making a final decision on this application, the Commissioner shall consider written 
comments on the application from interested persons. Written comments on the application 
should be directed to Doug Hoskins via electronic mail to: douglas.hoskins@ct.gov no later 
than thirty (30) days from the publication date of this notice. Written comments may also be 
submitted in paper form to the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection located at 
79 Elm Street, Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse Hartford, CT. In this submittal please 
identify the name of the staff assigned to the application, the permit application number and 
your phone number and/or email address to facilitate responses to your comments. Due to the 
COVID -19 virus pandemic and social distancing measures implemented by DEEP staff, there 
could be delays in the response to your comments. You may contact the staff person identified 
in this notice with any questions you may have. 


PETITIONS FOR HEARING 

The Commissioner may conduct a public hearing if the Commissioner determines that the 
public interest will best be served thereby, or shall hold a hearing upon receipt of a petition 
signed by at least twenty-five persons. Petitions for a hearing shall be submitted within thirty 
(30) days from the date of publication of this public notice and should include the application 
number noted above and also identify a contact person to receive notifications. Petitions should 
also identify a person who is authorized to engage in discussions regarding the application 
and, if resolution is reached, withdraw the petition. In order to facilitate the filing of requests 
for hearing during the COVID-19 emergency and consistent with the Department’s Temporary 
Directive, the Office of Adjudications will accept electronically-filed petitions in addition to 
petitions submitted by mail. Petitions with required signatures may be filed by email to: deep. 
adjudications@ct.gov or mailed to the DEEP Office of Adjudications, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 
06106. Within thirty (30) days of filing the petition, original petitions that were filed electroni- 
cally must be also be mailed to the Office at the above-noted address. If the original petition 
exists only in electronic format or signatures were produced using a computer or typewriter, the 
petition must be submitted with a statement bearing the wet-ink signature of the petitioner that 
the petition is only available in that format and has been submitted to satisfy the requirement 
that an original petition be filed. If a hearing is held, timely notice of such hearing will be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation and posted on the DEEP website at www.ct.gov/ 
deep. Additional information is located at www.ct.gov/deep/adjudications. 


Graham Stevens, Chief 
Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse 


The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action/ 
Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to complying with the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact Doug Hoskins at douglas.hoskins@ct.gov if 
you are seeking a communication aid or service, have limited proficiency in English, or require 
some other accommodation. If you wish to file an ADA or Title VI discrimination complaint, 
please contact the DEEP Office of Diversity and Equity at (860) 418-5910 or via email at deep. 
accommodations@ct.gov. In order to facilitate efforts to provide an accommodation, please 
request all accommodations as soon as possible following notice of any agency hearing, meet- 
ing, program or event. 

12/21/21 7112220 


Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


Hartford 


WARNING 
DISTRICT MEETING - PUBLIC HEARING 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 13 
TOWNS OF DURHAM AND MIDDLEFIELD 
JANUARY 5, 2022 


The electors and citizens qualified to vote in 
town meetings of the Towns of Durham and 
Middlefield (the “Member Towns”) are hereby 
warned that a District Meeting of Regional 
School District No. 13 (the “District”) will be 
held at the Coginchaug Regional High School 
Auditorium, 135 Pickett Lane, Durham, 
Connecticut, on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 
at 7:00 PM. for the purpose of conducting a 
public hearing on the following recommenda- 
tion of the District Board of Education: 

1. That $7,500,000 be appropriated for 
renovations and improvements to John 
Lyman Elementary School in Middlefield 
(the “Project”). The appropriation may be 
expended for design, construction, renova- 
tion and installation costs, engineering and 
professional fees, materials, equipment, 
purchase costs, legal fees, financing costs, 
interest expense on temporary borrowings, 
and other costs related to the Project. The 
appropriation shall include any federal, state 
or other grants-in-aid received for the Project. 
The Regional School District 13 Building 
Committee (the “Building Committee”), es- 
tablished by the District Board of Education 
as the building committee for the Project, 
shall be authorized to determine the scope 
and particulars of the Project, and may 
reduce or modify the scope of the Project as 
desirable, and the entire appropriation may 
be spent on the Project as so reduced or 
modified. The District anticipates receiving 
grants from the State of Connecticut for a 
portion of the eligible costs of the Project to 
defray in part the appropriation. 

2. That $7,500,000 of bonds, notes or 
temporary notes of the District be authorized 
to finance the appropriation. The amount of 
the bonds authorized shall be reduced by the 
amount of any grants received by the District 
for the Project. 

3. That the Chair of the District Board of 
Education and the District Treasurer, be 
authorized to make representations and 
enter into written agreements for the benefit 
of holders of the bonds or notes to provide 
secondary market disclosure information. 

4. That the Building Committee be autho- 
rized to contract with architects, engineers, 
contractors and others in the name and on 
behalf of the District with respect to the 
Project, to approve design and construction 
expenditures for the Project, and to exercise 
such others powers as are necessary or 
appropriate to complete the Project. 

5. That the authorization of the issuance 
of bonds, notes or temporary notes shall be 
submitted to referendum vote by the electors 
and citizens qualified to vote in town meet- 
ings of the Member Towns of the District. 
Dated at Durham, Connecticut this 15th day 
of December, 2021. 

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 13 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Lucy Petrella, Chairman 
12/22/21 7112180 
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Connecticut 


Public Sale of Mobile Home: 8 Upper 
Boulder Trail, Killingworth, CT. A 1973 
Vindale 12 x 68 mobile home. Pursuant to 
C.G.S. 21-80(e)(1) Sale will extinguish all 
previous ownership and lien rights. Further 
information can be obtained by calling 860- 
853-6001. Auction will take place at 8 Upper 
Boulder Trail, Killingworth, CT on December 
28, 2021 at 11am. 

12/21-23/21 7112296 








U-Haul Moving and Storage Company 
of Capitol Ave, will sell household and 
personal items, contained in the following 
storage rooms due to unpaid storage fees on 
Tuesday, January 11th, 2022. 


Donna Wiliams 1300 
Reginald Spence 1244 
Daisy Melendez 1121 
adaazenwakusor nwakusor 1020 
Destiny Adgers 1979 
anthony perez 1137 
Edwin Flores 3009-11 
ARMANDO DE LA MOTA 1157 
VICTOR OCASIO 3010 
Shakira Rivera 2501 
Terrell Waugh 1100 
ROBERT KENDRICK 1245 
Yerji Cedenopalcio 2030 
Waldys vellon 1130 
Edward Andrews 1982 
Saritza Molina 1352 
Kiara Medina 2211 
KRYSTINA AMOR 1338 
ANGELLA™ PATTERSON-WESTON 2026 
Mariana Mejias 1805 
Blessing KEATON 2913 
TATIANA GONZALEZ 2414 
Elsie Colon 2126 

David Robinson 2112 
Jessica Luyanda 1156 
Michael Gomez 2023 
Quan Baldwin 1155 
Alisha Holmes 2406 
Frankie Ramos 1222 
CASWELL BAILEY 1209 
SHAWN BENWAY 1913 
Robert wedderburn 1924 
Walter William Scott1026 
alvin hankerson 1976 
Carmen Diaz 2516 

Kevin Flores 2511 
carlesha lettsome 1127 
Geralyz Sotomayor 2424 
DEBORAH LEEKOFF 1608 
Aquan Holloway 2115 
VANESSA GARAY- JACKSON 2012 
Craig Brown 1308 
Tyshelle Marshall 1241 
John Phrakousonh 2319 
jose rosado 2308 
YARIELIS ROMAN 1042 
Felix Tapia 2221 


Contents to be sold on the premises of 
755 Capitol Avenue Hartford, CT 06106 
on Tuesday, January 11th, 2022 = on 
Storageauctions.com and close out at 
9:00AM. 

Purchases to be paid for at the time of pur- 
chase, a $100.00 deposit by debit or credit 
card ONLY, will be needed on EACH room 
purchased. U-HAUL reserves the right to bid 
or purchase any lot or space. Auction service 
provided by www.storageauctions.com 
Absolutely NO U-Haul Storage customers, or 
their family or friends on their behalf, whose 
units are listed in auction, may participate in 
any auction proceedings. You 

MUST contact Marketing Company Storage 
Manager, Joy Pace, for an appointment to 
purchase any units won online in auction. All 
persons will be turned away from the location 
without an appointment. Contact Joy Pace 
with any questions or concerns at Joy_Pace@ 
uhaul.com 

12/22/21, 12/23/21 7108947 








Request For Quotation #03-2117 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites janitorial contractors to submit quota- 
tions to provide services at a Judicial Branch 
located in Meriden, Connecticut. 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M 
on WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022. Late 
bids will not be accepted. 


ONLY VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED 
UNDER THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET- 
ASIDE PROGRAM ARE ELIGIBLE TO BID. 


Bid package may be obtained from the 
Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web site 
below at: 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
12/22/21 7113177 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 








YOUR PERFECT 


IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 


courant.com/jobs 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Ellington Other Towns in CT 
Yolande Mcknight Joseph R. Arborio 
Glastonbury Southington 
Geraldine L. Malz Leonard Revoir 
Hartford Vernon 
Maria L. Albuquerque Yolande Mcknight 
Robert F. Bencker Wethersfield 
Marion M. Bouthet Joseph R. Arborio 
Newington OUT OF STATE 
Maria L. Albuquerque Robert F. Bencker 
Marion M. Bouthet Holland, PA 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Bencker, Robert F 
BAC Robert Francis Bencker, 74, 
passed away Thursday, 
December 16, 2021, peace- 
fully at his home in Holland, 
PA, with his family by his 
side. 

Born in Norristown, PA, 
Robert was the son of the 
late Louis G (Bud) and Anna 
Brasch Bencker. He was the 
brother of the late Judith 
German and David Bencker. 


Robert will be sadly missed by his family. He is survived 
by his loving daughter and son-in-law, Robin F. Bencker 
and Cristo Corado; his grandson, Anthony Brown; his 
siblings, Garrett Bencker (Mary), Jeanne Evans (John), 
John Bencker, Kathy Bencker, and Jacqueline Bencker 
(Michael), and multiple nieces and nephews. 

Robert will also be remembered by Tracey Bencker 
(Robin's mother), who remained his dedicated care- 
giver and friend. 


Robert grew up in North Wales, attending Lansdale 
Catholic High School and St. Joseph's University in the 
greater Philadelphia area, and continued to be an ac- 
tive supporter of his alma maters. 


With heart strings tied to New England, Robert lived 
in Hartford, Connecticut for many years and taught 
History, Geography, and Mathematics to students of 
all ages in the Hartford School District. He wanted to 
make a difference. 


A true sports fan, Bob especially loved his Boston Red 
Sox's and attendance of games at Fenway Park. 

Many will also remember “Bencker 51” on the LC foot- 
ball field. You may have even caught him playing a 
relaxing game of golf in Goodwin Park on a Saturday 
when he was younger. 


The game of bridge was Bob's true passion. He was 
very accomplished, playing in tournaments all over 
the world. As a Certified Bridge Instructor, retirement 
provided him opportunities to travel on cruise lines, 
teaching the game, traveling the world and acquiring 
life-long friends. 


We shared his experiences through his many photo- 
graphs. A true highlight was visiting Antarctica where 
he witnessed the very place where Shackleton had 
been trapped in ice. 

Robert's friends would say he had a great smile and 
was most happy whenever he was with friends and 
family. 


A Memorial Service will be planned in the Spring in 
order to allow loved ones to celebrate his life together. 
Specific details will be available on the website, as 
they are finalized. 


In lieu of flowers, we ask that memorial contributions 
be made to the Gary Sinise Foundation, Tunnel to 
Towers, or the Pipe Hitter Foundation. Some of Roberts 
most loved organizations. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Bouthet, Marion M (Mallery) 


Marion Mallery Bouthet of 

Newington, Connecticut, 

Sy born on October 7, 1940 in 
y Wilkes Barre, PA, born to the 


late Dorothy Mallery Valenti, 

passed away at age 81, on 

December 11, 2021 at UCONN 

Health Center, Farmington, 

CT. Marion graduated from 

Windsor High School in 1959. 

reauaeer d She worked at Aetna for more 

than 30 years where she was 

on the board of the Aetna Women's and 39ers clubs 

before retiring in 1998. Marion was the loving wife of 

the late George E. Bouthet, Sr. for 58 happy years. She 

was predeceased by her stepfather and stepmother, 

Joseph and Marion Valenti; brother, Robert Mallery; and 

sister, Jo-Ann Capalbo. She is survived by her daughter, 

Deborah Bouthet; sons, George E. Bouthet Jr. and 

Robert Bouthet; sister Rosalie Polo and her husband 

John; brother-in-law, Joseph L. G. Bouthet and his wife 

Solange; grandchildren, Joseph Smith and his wife 

Xiomara, Stephanie Smith, Matthew Bouthet and his 

fiancee Meghan Huynh, Andrew Bouthet and his girl- 

friend Alexa Minor, and Cassady Bouthet; great grand- 

children, Gavin, Leonora, and Olivia; nieces Lisa Coyne- 

Newhall and her husband Dan, Lori Freeman and her 

husband Dan, nephew Marc Bouthet and his wife Terri; 

cousins Patricia Ibarra and Ruth Feirstein along with 

many grand nieces and nephews. Special friends Vikki, 

Teresa, Mike and Diane, Laura, Leslie and many other 

friends, also survive her. She also leaves behind two 

needy cats, Lucky and Charm, who were the loves of 
her life. 


Following her retirement, Marion became a Eucharistic 
Minister serving St. Luke’s Church and Hartford 
Hospital. In her duties to the church she often visited 
with residents at the Ellis Manor nursing home in the 
south end of Hartford. She also volunteered at the 
front desk of Hartford Hospital where she greeted visi- 
tors, provided directions to different areas of the facil- 
ity and assisted callers in connecting to patients and 
doctors. Marion also had a passion for baking where 
she would create specialty cakes for all occasions. She 
loved gardening and cared for many varieties of plants 
around her house. Some of her favorite past times was 
her trips to the casino with her daughter, Deb, and her 
conversations with her second daughter, Lori. Most of 
all Marion loved to host gatherings, opening her house 
to family and friends and whomever her family brought 
home. 


Those who wish may donate in Marion's name to 
Newington Food Bank. The family would like to extend 
their gratitude to the staff at UCONN John Dempsey 
Hospital. Their care and support will forever be remem- 
bered. Family and friends can pay their respects at a 
celebration of Marion's life on Saturday, January 15 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., held at The Resort 89 Raynel 
Road, Newington, Connecticut, 06111. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Stories live on. Tell theirs. 
Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
Hartford Courant 
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OBITUARIES 


Albuquerque, Maria Leonor Costa 


Maria Leonor Costa 
Albuquerque, 72, of 
Newington, passed away at 
home on Saturday December 
18, 2021, with her family by 
her side after a long and val- 
lant battle with pancreatic 
cancer. She was the beloved 
wife and partner of Joao 
_ Albuquerque for the past 51 
years. Born in Penalva do 
NaF ANS \ Castelo,  Viseu, Portugal, 
sabia of the late Joao and Clementina Costa, she 
immigrated to America with her husband and son in 
1981. Maria loved to cook, bake, crochet, but most 
importantly spending time with her family. Prior to re- 
tiring, Maria was employed by St. Francis Hospital, 
working her way from housekeeping to a phlebotomist. 
She was a devout Catholic and communicant of Our 
Lady of Fatima Church. Maria was a selfless and caring 
person, a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother and 
She loved her family immensely. She will be dearly 
missed by all who knew her. Besides her husband, she 
is Survived by her son Luis Miguel Albuquerque, and his 
wife Debbie, and her treasured granddaughter Ava, 
who was the light of her life and who brought her the 
most joy. She leaves behind brothers, sisters, sisters 
in-law, brothers in-law, and countless nieces, nephews, 
and cousins in Portugal, France, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. She also leaves be- 
hind a devoted circle of friends who she considered 
family. In addition to her parents, Maria was prede- 
ceased by 4 sisters and her mother-in-law. The family 
wishes to extend their gratitude to Dr. James Flaherty, 
Dr. Daniel Callaghan, Dr. Pawan Karanam, and Dr. Gladys 
Kagaoan, and their staff for the care and compassion 
they showed Maria during her difficult battle. Relatives 
and friends may call at the Duksa Family Funeral Homes 
at Newington Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave. Newington, on 
Tuesday, Dec. 28 from 8:30 to 9:30 am followed with a 
Mass of Christian burial at 10:00 am at Our Lady of 
Fatima Church in Hartford. She will be laid to rest in 
Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford immediately following 
the Mass. To leave an online expression of sympathy 
for the family, please visit www: duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Arborio, Joseph R 


Joseph R. Arborio “Pa”, loving 
husband of 30 years to 
Pamela (Gagnon) Arborio res- 
ident of Island Pond, VT, 
passed away at the age of 73 
on Tuesday, December 14th, 
2021 after a courageous bat- 
tle with COVID. Joe was born 
on April 8th, 1948 in Hartford 
CT to his birth parents, the 
late Joseph E. (Bing) Arborio 
: and Catherine (Rondinone) 
D'Onofrio. He was also predeceased by his father, 
Aquino D'Onofrio. Joe’s life revolved around la famiglia. 
His motto was “trust the journey” and he did that to 
the fullest. He had many adventures from island bound 
vacations, sailing, snowmobiling, skiing, kayaking, the 
Mystic Riverboat Co., and riding his motorcycle. He 
took every opportunity to get lost on the Harley to ride 
into sunsets. Joe enjoyed many trips on his bike with 
cousin Tim, his sons, and his riding family. He was a 
proud resident of Island Pond where he served as a 
health inspector for Brighton. Joe was a true patriot. 
During his boating days, he served as Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. Joe touched many hearts throughout his life. 
We've received caring thoughts from around the world 
from those who got to know his larger-than-life person- 
ality. In his barn, “Geppetto's”, Joe created stellar 
Stained glass. His art will be forever cherished by the 
loyal followers of his and his daughter's Wilderness 
Workshop. He was also a talented chef. His amazing 
meals were served with a contagious laugh, Italian 
song, and stories of the “good ole days” and adven- 
tures with family and friends. Joseph also had a special 
relationship with his Aunt Marion, their daily telephone 
calls always started with kisses and ended with “Love 
You". To his brother by heart of 57 years, Joe DiBiagio 
(Uncle Choch), thank you for always being by our dad's 
side. He shared many great times with best friend, Bob 
Cherry. He also leaves behind his children, Aquino 
Arborio and wife Judy, Anthony Arborio and wife 
Jennifer, Mike Gowdy, Scott Gowdy and Thayer Gowdy 
and grandchildren Brandon Gowdy and Nicholas, 
Ashley, Dominic, Mason, Nathaniel Arborio and his 
furry Companion, Rumbo. In honor of Joe, the family 
asks that everyone does their part to keep others safe 
during the pandemic. Our hearts go out to other fami- 
lies that have experienced great loss due to COVID. 
Donations may be made to a Veteran's charity of choice 
in memory of Joe Arborio AKA “Geezer”. A memorial 
service will be held on Tuesday, December 28th, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m. at St. Matthew Church, 120 Church Ave. 
Bristol, CT. Masks are required. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Revoir, Leonard 
i Leonard R. Revoir, 64, of 
Southington, loving husband, 
father, and grandfather, 
passed away unexpectedly 
= - on Friday, December 17, 2021 
at his home in Placida, FL. 
Len is survived by his beloved 
wife and best friend, Susan 
Piatek-Revoir, two cherished 
daughters, Sarah Delorm and 
her husband Andrew of West 
Hartford and their baby girl 
on the way anit Alexandra Revoir and Jerome 
Cunningham of Wethersfield; his brother, Raymond 
Revoir and his wife Donna of Berlin and 2 nephews and 
one niece, Dean, Raeann, and Adam. Len is also sur- 
vived by Susan's children, Sean Piatek, Adam and 
Desiree Piatek and Matt Piatek; 3 grandchildren, Emma, 
Addison and Madelyn. Len was born on December 7, 
1957 in New Britain to the late Raymond and Shirley 
(Pandolfo) Revoir and grew up in Berlin, CT. He worked 
at IBM as a Lead Partner in Global Business Solutions in 
the Healthcare and Life Sciences Department. His 
greatest joy in life was being with his family, especially 
for Sunday dinners; sharing pasta, meatballs and a 
good glass of wine. Len enjoyed all sports and never 
missed an opportunity to be on the sidelines of his 
daughters’ soccer games. He also enjoyed traveling, 
especially to his home in FL where he loved boating 
and golfing. Len served on the board for 4 years at the 
Landings of Coral Creek in Placida, FL, a community he 
loved. He will be deeply missed by his family and many 
friends. In lieu of flowers, donations in Len's memory 
may be made to the St. Jude's Children's Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place - Memphis, TN 38105 
(nttps://www.stjude.org/) or to the Tourette Association 
of America, 42-40 Bell Boulevard, Suite 205 Bayside, NY 
11361 (https://tourette.org/). A memorial service will 
be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 7, 2022 
at the Plantsville Congregational Church, 109 Church 
St, Plantsville. Burial will be private and at the conve- 
nience of the family. Plantsville Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with handling the arrangements. For online 
condolences and directions, please visit www.plants- 
villefuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 






















McKnight, Yolande (Pelletier) 


Yolande (Pelletier) McKnight, 

85, of Coventry, formerly of 

Ellington and Vernon, loving 

wife of the late Dixon McKnight 

and Roger Doucette passed 

away peacefully on Friday, 

December 17, 2021. Yolande 

was born on January 30, 1936 

_ in New Brunswick, Canada one 

. Of six daughters of the late 

' Alphe & Mare Jeanne (Dube) 

| * Pelletier. Along with raising 

ict. family, hes was employed for many years as a 

nurses aid at Vernon Manor. Yolande was a devote 

Catholic and had been a parishioner of St. Bernard 

Church, St. Luke Church and St. Mary Church through- 
out her life. 


She is survived by her three children, Richard Doucette 
of Ellington, Diane Doucette of Kansas and Helen Failla 
and her spouse Lou of Coventry, three granddaughters; 
Victoria Fruzzetti and her spouse Darren, Emily Giuliano 
and Alexis Doucette and one great granddaughter 
Chloe Fruzzetti. Yolande also leaves her cherished sis- 
ters Georgianne Pelletier and Gisele Pelletier both of 
East Hartford and numerous nieces, nephews and their 
families. In addition to her husbands and parents she 
was predeceased by her daughter Kathleen Giuliano 
and her spouse James Giuliano, and her three sisters, 
Solange Ganges, Murielle Pelletier and Aurore Gauvin. 


A time of visitation for family and friends will be at 
the Ladd-Turkington & Carmon Funeral Home, 551 
Talcottville Road in Vernon on Tuesday, December 
28, 2021 from 9:00-10:30 am followed by a Mass of 
Christian Burial at 11:00 am at St. Bernard Church, 25 
St. Bernard Terrace in Rockville. Burial will be in St. 
Bernard Cemetery, Rockville. At the family’s request 
masks will be required. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Protectors of Animals, 144 Main St., East 
Hartford, CT., 06118. To leave an online condolence 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com. 


mj CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Malz, Geraldine "Gerry" L. (Rock) 


| Geraldine “Gerry” L. (Rock) 

 Malz, 78, of Glastonbury 

' passed away on_ Sunday, 

» December 19, 2021 at 

® Riverside Health and 

Mm Rehabilitation. She was the 

f beloved wife of Russell E. 

*) Malz, Jr. for 57 years. Born in 

Bronx, NY, Gerry was the 

| daughter of the late William L. 

and Pearl M. (Leechan) Rock. 

She loved animals and she had 

an amazing ability to connect with everyone she met. 
She was most proud of her time spent in Naugatuck, CT 
raising her four children and being the best “Nan” to 
her beloved brood of grandchildren. In addition to 
being the bedrock of her family, she also worked as a 
Teacher's Aide and took great pride in helping students 
with disabilities. Gerry is survived by her son Russell E. 
Malz Ill and his wife Kimberly of South Glastonbury, her 
daughter Jennifer Malz and her partner Corey Schmidek 
of Manchester, her son William Malz and his wife Cindy 
of Colchester, and her son-in-law Bill Caporale of 
Glastonbury. Additionally, she leaves her 17 grandchil- 
dren: Rielly Malz, Kacey Malz, Mallory Malz, Elizabeth 
Caporale, Tom Caporale, Michael Caporale, Jake 
Caporale, and Zack Caporale, Alex Collins, Andy Collins, 
Chris Collins, Sam Collins, Alyssa Schmidek, Jacob 
Schmidek, Odin Malz, Tallulah Malz, and Dalila Malz. 
Gerry was predeceased by her daughter Elaine Caporale 
in 2020. Funeral services will be held on Thursday, 
December 23, 2021 at 2:30 pm at Mulryan Funeral 
Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. Burial will be at 
the convenience of the family. Friends may call on 
Thursday, December 23, 2021 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 
pm at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the Arthritis Foundation, 
P.O. BOx 96280, Washington, DC 20077, https://www. 
arthritis.org/ or to the Protector of Animals, 144 Main 
St. Unit O East Hartford, CT. 06118, https://poainc.org/. 
For online condolences, please visit www.mulryanfh. 


MULRYAN 


FUNERAL HOME 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
PATRICIA ANN KILRAY 


4/20/42 - 12/22/20 
It has been one year since you departed but you are forever 
with us. 
Tom, Mark, Ann and Family 











veryone leaves a legacy. 





Celebrate an extraordinary 
life by creating an enduring 
Life Story on Legacy.com 
with biography, photos, 
eulogies, letters and 
cherished mementoes. 


‘For more information, 

visit the obituary section 
on courant.com to share 
memories of loved ones. 
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Physician facing murder charge in Vermont 


Former West Simsbury doctor to be arraigned for alleged 2019 road rage shooting 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


A former Hartford-area physician will 
be arraigned in Vermont on charges that 
he fatally shot a truck driver through the 
victim’s front window during an alleged 
road rage incident in Vermont in 2019. 

Jozsef Piri, 49, was returning to his 


GLASTONBURY 


School board 
strikes down 
Tomahawks 
for 2nd time 


Chairman says former 
mascot divides community 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


In the wake of an already infamous 
punch at a recent Glastonbury school 
board meeting, the board on Monday reaf- 
firmed its decision last year to drop the 
Tomahawks mascot. 

The vote was 7-1. 

“The purpose of a high school mascot,’ 
board Chairman Doug Foyle said Tues- 
day, “is to unite the school community. It 
was clear from public comment in 2020 
that the Tomahawk mascot divides our 
community rather than uniting it. 

“The evident divisions on display during 
the (board’s Dec. 14) hearing on the Toma- 
hawk only reinforces that conclusion. For 
that reason, I continue to believe that 
the Tomahawk cannot fulfill a mascot’s 
purpose of uniting the community.” 

At the hearing last week in the Glaston- 
bury High School auditorium, a man in 
the audience yelled at board members 
as tempers flared over the board’s 2020 
decision. During a 10-minute recess, the 
same man accosted board member Ray 
McFall. The two were nose to nose and 
just after McFall pushed him away, the man 
punched McFall in the face, knocking him 
to the floor. It did not appear that McFall 
was seriously injured. 

No arrests have been made and the inci- 
dent remains under investigation, police 
spokesman Lt. Corey Davis said Tuesday. 


Turn to Mascot, Page 2 
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Car crime major 
focus of police, 
politicians in ’21 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Car thefts and burglaries in 2021 proved 
one of the most persistent and divisive side 
effects of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Based on reader interest and signifi- 
cance, Courant editors chose automo- 
bile-related crimes as one of the year’s top 
10 stories. 

Car thefts and burglaries started ramp- 
ing up in 2020 and continued unabated 
into this year as crews of young thieves 
roamed neighborhoods, making off with 
vehicles and valuables. Glastonbury, Berlin 
and other suburban towns have been hard 
hit. 

Deluged with complaints from victims, 
municipal leaders started the year by call- 
ing on state legislators to reform the juve- 
nile justice system and get brazen thieves 
off the streets. Bills targeting repeat juve- 
nile offenders were introduced in the 
General Assembly, but no legislation was 
enacted. 


Turn to Top 10, Page 2 


home in West Simsbury at the time of 
the alleged shooting. Piri was arrested 
Thursday by Collier County police in 
Naples, Florida, where he had been 
living for the past several months, on 
one charge of second-degree murder, 
Vermont State Police said. 

Prior to relocating to Florida, Piri 
worked in Bloomfield for Starling Physi- 


cians, an independent Hartford Health- 
Care partner. Piri was a medical resident 
with UConn Health between 2003 and 
2006, and was a primary care physician 
there until 2014. 

Piri waived his right to extradition 
Friday in a court appearance in Flor- 
ida, Windham County Deputy State’s 
Attorney Steven Brown confirmed. He 


is currently in Vermont state custody 
and is expected to be returned to the 
state within the next 10 days. 

Piri is accused of shooting and killing 
Roberto Fonseca-Rivera, 44, of Boston, 
a truck driver for Katsiroubas Produce, 
on Route 103 in Vermont. 


Turn to Physician, Page 2 
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Travelers Cos. has delayed deraely a broad-based return of employees to office. The property-casualty insurance company cemsioe 7,000 
in and around Hartford, including in its iconic downtown Hartford tower, right. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


Travelers ndefnitely 
delays return to office 


Spike in omicron infections impacts thousands of workers in downtown Hartford 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD -— The insurance giant Travelers Cos., which 
employs thousands in downtown Hartford, is delaying indef- 
initely its broad-based return to the office as concerns grow 
about the COVID-19 omicron variant and a recent spike in 


infection rates. 


The property-casualty insurer had planned a return to down- 


town offices beginning Jan. 18. 


In an internal letter Monday obtained by the Courant and 
confirmed by the insurer, Travelers chairman and chief exec- 


“Your next question is no doubt, ‘Until when?’ “ Schnitzer 
wrote. “I wish I could tell you. Until we have a better sense of 
what the course of the pandemic is going to take, we don’t have 


clarity to answer that question.” 

Within the broader business community in Greater Hart- 
ford, leaders said Tuesday they weren’t surprised that Travelers 
had again put off a return to the office. 


“When you see New York voluntarily shutting a lot of things 


down, you know it’s a real thing that we’re dealing with now,” 


said David Griggs, president and chief executive of the Metro- 


utive Alan Schnitzer told employees that “we will need to hit 


the pause once again on our return-to-office plans.” 


Hartford Alliance, the regional chamber of commerce. 
The recent surge in infections compounds uncertainty 
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Justice Department: State’ S incarcerated lack rights 


Young men face isolation, 
inadequate mental health 
treatment, flawed education 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The federal justice department on Tues- 
day accused the state of endangering young 
men incarcerated at the Manson Youth 
Institution with unsafe punitive isolation, 
inadequate mental health services and by 
failing to provide special education services 
for children with disabilities. 

The justice department’s civil rights 
division said the findings are the result of 
a tour of the institution a year ago, as well 
as numerous interviews and a comprehen- 
sive review of records. The purpose of the 
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The Manson Youth Institution in Cheshire is 
currently Connecticut’s prison for younger 
male inmates. RELEASENEWS.ORG 


inquiry, the department said, was to deter- 
mine whether the state Department of 
Correction, which runs Manson, is violat- 
ing the constitutional rights of the young 
men up to 18 years of age who are held at the 
Cheshire facility. The justice department 
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also investigated whether the state’s opera- 
tion of Manson violates the federal Individ- 
uals with Disabilities Education Act. 

The state Department of Correction had 
no immediate response, but was preparing 
a statement. 

“Children in adult correctional facil- 
ities do not forfeit their constitutional 
and federal rights,” said Assistant Attor- 
ney General Kristen Clarke of the justice 
department’s civil rights division. “Our 
investigation uncovered systemic evidence 
that children are deprived of the mental 
health and special education services they 
need to become productive, successful 
adults. When children misbehave, Manson 
frequently subjects them to harmful periods 
of isolation, despite evidence that children 
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Travelers 


from Page 1 


that has existed throughout 
the pandemic for employ- 
ers, Griggs said. Just when 
it appears the coronavirus 
is on the wane, there is an 
unexpected turn suchas the 
omicron variant, he said. 

Going forward without a 
return to office date appears 
to acknowledge the reality 
of not knowing how many 
more times there may be an 
increase in infections or a 
new variant. 

“Tt almost feels like a fool’s 
errand to set a date,’ Griggs 
said. 

Travelers employs about 
7,000 in and around the 
downtown Hartford area 
and is a major contributor 
to foot traffic during the 
workday that fuels patrons 
for downtown restaurants, 
shops and other businesses. 

Top city officials in Hart- 
ford said Tuesday that they 
are in regular contact with 
employers of all sizes and 
recognize the need to make 
individual decisions about 
when they return to the 
office. 

“While the omicron wave 
has fostered some uncer- 
tainty, if people get all of 
their vaccinations and work- 
places implement mitigation 
measures, we hope more 
workers will be back down- 
town sooner than later in the 
new year,’ Thea Montanez, 
the city’s chief operating 
officer, said in a statement. 

Schnitzer acknowledged 
the “false starts” in returning 
to the office, stretching back 
early in the fall, and wrote he 
hoped employees would be 
ready to return when “the 
time is right.” 

Schnitzer said all employ- 
ees who need it will have at 
least amonth’s notice before 
they are expected to return 
to the office. 

Travelers’ delay amid the 
stunning recent increase 
COVID-19 infections is 
the latest among corporate 
employers in the city who 
are cautiously tracking the 
course of the pandemic. 

Earlier this month, The 
Hartford Financial Services 
Group, the property-casu- 
alty insurer that employs 
about 6,000 in Connecti- 
cut and thousands at its 
headquarters in Hartford’s 
Asylum Hill, said it would 
delay the return of senior 
managers to the office. At 
that time, a broad-based 
return to the office was still 
set for Jan. 18. 
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The insurance giant Travelers Cos. is delaying indefinitely its return to the office as concerns 
grow about the COVID-19 omicron variant and a recent spike in infection rates. The property- 
casualty insurer had planned a return to downtown offices beginning Jan. 18. COURANT FILE 


PHOTO 


The Hartford did not 
immediately respond to an 
email asking if there were 
any changes to its return to 
office plans for January. A 
“few hundred” senior lead- 
ers of The Hartford had 
been scheduled to return to 
the office earlier this month, 
ahead of other employ- 
ees, but that was delayed 
because of the omicron 
variant. However, at the 
time, there was no change 
in plans for a Jan. 18 return 
of all employees. 

The return of office work- 
ers is seen as crucial by 
some downtown residen- 
tial developers because the 
workers give a firm foun- 
dation for restaurants and 


other businesses. In turn 
those restaurants, shops 
and entertainment venues 
are seen as key to attract- 
ing more people to rent an 
increasing number of apart- 
ments under construction. 

In his letter, Schnitzer 
expressed optimism about 
the future and a return 
to the office. He noted 
Moderna’s announcement 
this week that its booster 
shot is “highly effective in 
preventing infection, severe 
disease and death from 
omicron,” following a simi- 
lar announcement from 
Pfizer earlier this month. 

Schnitzer encouraged all 
employees to get the vaccine 
and a booster. 


“In the meantime, our 
office remain open for those 
of you who would like to 
come in,” Schnitzer wrote. 
“For now, we are limiting 
access to employees who 
have confirmed their status 
in Workday as fully vacci- 
nated.” 

“Omicron isn’t the first 
curveball the pandemic has 
thrown our way, and it might 
not be the last,” Schnitzer 
wrote. “But with each new 
twist and turn since March 
2020, you’ve shown extraor- 
dinary resilience, dedication 
and professionalism.” 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 
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are uniquely vulnera- 
ble to the traumatic and 
lasting damage isolation 
causes. The civil rights 
division is committed to 
protecting the constitu- 
tional rights of children 
in correctional facilities to 
ensure they have access to 
the resources these facili- 
ties are legally required to 
provide.” 

In a letter to Gov. Ned 
Lamont, attached to a 
report on its inquiry, the 
DOJ said the state coop- 
erated, providing records, 
other data and access to 
the young men incarcer- 
ated at Manson. 

“We would like to work 
with the State to achieve 
a consensual resolution 
of the issues raised in this 
report,” Clarke said in her 
letter. 

“The lawyers assigned 
to this investigation will 
contact counsel for the 
state for such discussions. 
We anticipate that these 
negotiations will, as in 
most of our cases, result 
in an agreement to resolve 
these issues.” 

Should there be no 
agreement, Clarke told 
Lamont in the letter, “we 
are obligated to advise 
you that ... the Attorney 
General may initiate a 
lawsuit ... to correct the 
alleged conditions we 
have identified if Manson 
officials have not satisfac- 
torily addressed them.” 

The DOJ report on its 
Manson findings said: 
“The children housed at 
Manson are between the 
ages of 14 and 17. Most 
have significant histories 
of learning disabilities and 
mental illness. 

“Yet they are deprived 
of the very services they 
need to navigate the 
correctional environment 
and develop skills and 
competencies to become 
productive, successful 
adults — and to which 
they are entitled under 
the law. 

“When they misbe- 
have, they are frequently 
subjected to harmful 
periods of disciplinary 
isolation, regardless of 
whether their conduct 
reflects typical adoles- 
cent behavior, whether 
it is a result of a failure to 
receive entitled services, 
or whether isolation will 
improve their behavior or 


facility security.” 

The justice department 
said Manson can hold 
from 200 to 300 young 
men, including those who 
have been transferred 
from juvenile court to 
the adult criminal court 
system because of the seri- 
ousness of their offenses. 

During the period 
of the DOJ investiga- 
tion, Manson held only 
between 30 and 51 young 
men, more than half of 
whom were being held 
pending trial. 

Manson’s under-18 
population is housed 
separately from the older 
youth. 

One wing of the facility 
is used as an isolation unit. 
The individual cells on 
the isolation unit contain 
beds, a sink and a toilet. 
The youths assigned to 
this unit are not permitted 
to keep personal posses- 
sions in their cells. 

According to the report, 
civil rights division inves- 
tigators toured the prison 
in January 2020 and, at 
the same time, depart- 
ment attorneys and 
“expert consultants” did 
dozens of interviews of 
administrators and staff 
members, as well as young 
men confined at the facil- 
ity. 

Additionally, justice 
department lawyers and 
the expert consultants 
reviewed more than 
31,000 pages of docu- 
ments, including incident 
and use of force reports, 
policies and regulations, 
training materials, mental 
health records, education 
records, meeting minutes, 
lesson plans, shift rosters, 
unit logs, and investigative 
files. 

After the January tour, 
the department said it 
continued to receive and 
review additional and 
updated documents and 
records from Manson. 

In February 2021, 
justice department 
personnel did “several 
additional interviews via 
videoconference.” 

In its report to Lamont, 
the justice department 
said “almost all of the 
children at Manson have 
at least one mental health 
diagnosis.” 

The report said “almost 
two-thirds have also been 
identified as eligible for 
special education services. 
About 75 to 80% of the 
population is “identified 
as Black or Latinx.” 


Physician 
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According to court docu- 
ments, Piri was return- 
ing to his West Simsbury 
residence on Nov. 1, 2019, from 
his family’s second residence 
in Londonderry, Vermont. Piri 
had driven to Londonderry 
the previous day to work on 
a long-running issue regard- 
ing the residence’s faulty well 
pump. 

Fonseca-Rivera was driv- 
ing south on Route 103 in his 
Katsiroubas Produce truck, en 
route to Hyde Park, Massachu- 
setts, after making a delivery at 
a Vermont restaurant. 

Vermont state police received 
a call the evening of Nov. 1 
from one of Fonseca-Rivera’s 
co-workers, who said Fonse- 
ca-Rivera had not returned to 
Hyde Park following the deliv- 
ery. 

The co-worker shared GPS 
data for the truck, and police 
responded to the scene shortly 
after. The truck was found in the 
southbound breakdown lane 
on Route 103 in Rockingham, 
Vermont. 


Fonseca-Rivera was found 
slouched over in the front seat 
with an apparent gunshot 
wound, police said. Police also 
identified two bullet holes in 
the truck’s windshield. Medi- 
cal officials declared Fonse- 
ca-Rivera’s cause of death to be 
a injuries from a single gunshot 
which penetrated his neck and 
head, according to court docu- 
ments. 

Piri emerged as a suspect 
after police reviewed video 
footage captured by the several 
cameras located along Route 
103, which showed Piri travel- 
ing just ahead of Fonseca-Rive- 
ra’s truck. 

Fonseca-Rivera was on the 
phone with a friend, Pedro 
Iroala, during or just before the 
shooting, according to court 
documents. Iroala told investi- 
gators that Fonseca-Rivera told 
him a vehicle in front of him 
that was speeding up and slow- 
ing down. 

Iroala later said he heard 
“what appeared to be a deep 
inhale,” then silence from 
Fonseca-Rivera, followed by 
a loud noise “consistent with 
someone dropping a cellphone 
on the floor,” according to court 


documents. 

Iroala told investigators he 
assumed Fonseca-Rivera lost 
service, but later contacted the 
produce company when he 
learned Fonseca-Rivera didn’t 
return home. 

Investigators interviewed 
Piri the next day, Nov. 2. Piri 
told police he didn’t sleep well 
the night of Oct. 31 due to a wind 
storm, and was frustrated by the 
unexpected cost of anew power 
line and water pump installed 
at the Londonderry residence 
on Nov. 1, later describing it as 
an [expletive] day,” according to 
court documents. 

Police searched Piri’s vehi- 
cle, a 2018 Toyota Tundra, and 
found a magnetic gun holster on 
the driver’s side console. They 
also found the vehicle’s rear 
window could be lowered auto- 
matically from a button near the 
driver’s seat. 

Police also searched Piri’s 
residences in Londonderry and 
West Simsbury, recovering a 9 
mm caliber handgun from the 
former. Police said the gun’s 
barrel and slide, two items 
needed to conduct forensic 
analysis, were missing. 

A further analysis of the 


weapon revealed it had the 
“same general rifling class char- 
acteristics” as the bullet that was 
found lodged in Fonseca-Ri- 
vera’s neck, according to court 
documents, but the two could 
not be definitively matched due 
to the missing barrel and slide. 

Police also noted in court 
documents that Piri’s internet 
search history changed shortly 
after the shooting. Piri searched 
for news in the Rockingham 
area, they said, and attempted 
to wipe his search history and 
location data. 

Piri also appeared to inadver- 
tently reveal to police that he 
knew the exact location where 
the homicide took place. Piri 
told investigators he tracked 
how long it took to get from the 
homicide scene to the car wash 
he stopped at on his way home 
from Vermont, according to 
court documents. 

Piri will be arraigned in 
Vermont on the next business 
day after his return to the state. 
He faces a 20-year minimum 
sentence if convicted. 


Seamus McAvoy may be 
reached at smcavoy@courant. 
com. 
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After the fracas, the board adjourned 
without voting on the issue. The purpose 
of the special meeting was to revisit the 
school board’s decision to drop the Toma- 
hawks mascot, citing appropriation of Native 
American culture. 

The high school has since adopted a new 
mascot, the Glastonbury Guardians, but 379 
supporters of the Tomahawks name signed 
a petition asking for an in-person public 
hearing. Tomahawks supporters said they 
see the mascot as a “wonderful symbol to 
respectfully educate students and residents 
and respectfully celebrate Native American 
heritage.” 

In recent years, a growing number of 
schools across the state have transitioned 
away from using Native American imagery 
for their sports teams. Last year, the state 
legislature passed a provision to withhold 
slot machine revenue from Connecticut’s 
two tribal casinos from any communities 
that continued to use Native American 
mascots. 

The issue remains divisive in many towns. 
In 2020, after dropping the Redmen mascot, 
the Killingly board of education voted to 
reinstate it. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com. 
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The surge in auto thefts 
and burglaries corre- 
sponded with COVID-19 
precautions that closed 
schools and prompted 
hybrid class schedules, 
beginning in March 2020 
and continuing through 
the 2020-21 school year. 
Published reports around 
the nation linked disengaged 
kids with spikes in property 
crime. 

But Connecticut police 
and government leaders, 
mostly Republicans, said a 
big part of the problem lay in 
a lax juvenile justice system. 
Young suspects who were 
arrested were back on the 
streets within hours. 

Packed community meet- 


ings and calls for a special 
session of the General 
Assembly rose with the 
hit-and-run death of a 
53-year-old jogger in New 
Britain on June 29, A 17-year- 
old New Britain male who 
was driving the stolen 
vehicle that hit and killed 
Henryk Gudelski had been 
arrested 13 times over the 
last 3 % years, including on 
charges of robbery, reckless 
driving, assault with a knife, 
larceny and possession of 
narcotics. 

State leaders enacted an 
administrative change that 
gave judges and police wider 
access to juvenile suspects’ 
criminal histories before 
deciding whether they 
should be released. Demo- 
crats praised the change 
as an important bipartisan 
development, but Repub- 


licans said it did not go far 
enough. 

Democrats and policy 
experts blamed the juve- 
nile crime spike on a child- 
hood mental health crisis, 
economic instability 
brought on by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic and a fraying 
social service safety net in 
poor communities. Demo- 
cratic leaders have consis- 
tently said that locking up 
children is not an effective 
solution. 

But Republicans contin- 
ued calling for what they 
said were common sense 
laws to address the repeat 
offender problem, includ- 
ing requiring mandatory 
GPS monitoring of juveniles 
arrested while awaiting trial 
in separate cases. 

The total number of car 
thefts reported in Connecti- 


cut rose to about 8,400 in 
2020, up from a historic low 
of 5,964 in 2019. The number 
of cars stolen annually in the 
state has dropped precipi- 
tously since its peak in 1991, 
with 26,254 stolen vehi- 
cles, but began to rise again 
around 2013 with the emer- 
gence of keyless cars that 
have proven much easier to 
steal. 

The good news this year 
was that the overall rate of 
violent crime in the state fell 
37% from 2010 to 2020 and 
the rate of property crimes 
fell 29% over that decade, 
according to the findings by 
the state’s Criminal Justice 
Policy and Planning Divi- 
sion released in October. 
The FBI’s annual uniform 
crime report showed 
Connecticut’s violent crime 
rate was the fourth lowest in 


the nation last year and the 
state’s property crime rate 
ranked among the bottom 
15 states. 

Still, substantial increases 
in car thefts and homicides 
in the state since last year 
put Connecticut’s crim- 
inal justice system in the 
political hot seat and kept 
police scrambling. Gov. 
Ned Lamont acknowledged 
the toll of repeat juvenile 
offenders, saying in October, 
“Some of these kids, we’ve 
got to be a lot stricter with. 
It’s probably 10% of these 
folks who are causing 90% 
of the problems... I take that 
very seriously, not only are 
they endangering their lives 
but also the lives of those 
around them.” 

Departments through- 
out the state formed local 
and regional task forces 


dedicated to curbing car 
crimes. Officers with the 
Greater Hartford Regional 
Auto Theft Task Force had 
recovered 72 stolen vehi- 
cles, arrested carjacking 
and murder suspects and 
seized several guns over 
two months after the unit’s 
launch this fall. 

Statistics show that 75% of 
vehicles recovered in Hart- 
ford last year were stolen 
from the suburbs, and that 
trend has continued this 
year, task force leaders said. 
Everyone involved in stem- 
ming car crimes stresses that 
vehicle owners can do them- 
selves a huge favor by lock- 
ing their cars and removing 
valuables. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 


CONNECTICUT 


Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Wednesday, December 22,2021 3 


Coronavirus halts Repertory Theatre season 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut Repertory Theatre, 
the professional theater company 
that serves as a training program 
for UConn students, ended its fall 
season abruptly recently with a 
COVID-19 outbreak, just as the 
omicron variant entered the state. 

“We’re just trying to get 
through,” said CT Rep interim 
managing director Mike Beas- 
ley. “When we were planning this 
season, we didn’t know if we’d 
even be able to have audiences in 
the theaters.” 

The theater was able to stage a 
weekend of outdoor performances 
of the roleplaying psychodrama 
“She Kills Monsters” in September, 
then two weekends of the adven- 
ture comedy “The 39 Steps” with 
a live (though reduced capacity) 
audience in October. 

This month the final show of 
the fall season, the sociopoliti- 
cal drama “Food for the Gods” 
by Nehprii Amenii, had planned 
to sell some tickets to the general 
public, but that plan was dashed 
when some members of the 
production tested positive for 
COVID-19. Performances were 
canceled, and ultimately the show 
was performed a few times for 
members of the UConn commu- 
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Connecticut Repertory Theatre’s season-opening production of “She 
Kills Monsters” in September. The show was staged outdoors for a limited 
audience due to COVID-19 concerns. CONNECTICUT REPERTORY THEATRE 


nity only. 

“It was an immersive piece,” 
Beasley said of “Food for the Gods,” 
which had audience members 
mingling with actors on the stage 
for the first part of the show. “We 
had presented a plan to Environ- 
mental Health & Safety, but in the 
end we couldn’t do it the way we 
hoped to.” 

Limiting the audience for “Food 
for the Gods” and not opening the 
piece to the general public led 
to complaints from some who 
were involved in the production, 


Town manager 
leaving to head 


planning agency 


Hart to take over 38-community 
Greater Hartford leadership 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


After a little short of five years 
on the job, West Hartford Town 
Manager Matt Hart will leave in 
February to become executive 
director of the Capitol Region 
Council of Governments. 

Hart will work with the agen- 
cy’s 38 Greater Hartford 
communities on planning 
and regional initiatives, all 
at a time when towns and 
cities are flush with federal 
aid for infrastructure proj- 
ects and pandemic relief. 

“This was a bittersweet 
decision for me — we have 
such a strong team in West 
Hartford, we’ve got a lot of 
good projects under way,” 
Hart said Tuesday. “But 
with the American Rescue 
Plan funds, this is a once-in- 
a-career opportunity to do 
some really good things to 
benefit the town for years to 
come.” 

Hart will be replac- 
ing Lyle Wray, who has 
headed CRCOG since 2004. 
The agency is heavily involved 
with member communities and 
state government in promoting 
economic development, resolving 
transportation issues and modern- 
izing housing policy. 

Mayor Shari Cantor credited 
Hart for “steady leadership during 
an incredibly challenging time,” 
but said she looks forward to work- 
ing with him in his new role; West 
Hartford is amember of CRCOG. 

Hart was town manager of Mans- 
field for 11 years before taking the 
West Hartford job in April of 2017. 
Previously he was assistant town 
manager in Mansfield and Windsor. 

Hart has led West Hartford, a 
prosperous community of about 
63,000, through coronavirus 
restrictions, a revamping of its 
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Ledwith 


pension financing system, expan- 
sion of its thriving town center and 
the selection of Vernon Riddick as 


police chief. 


Cantor will nominate Rick 
Ledwith, the town’s human 
resources director, to serve as acting 
town manager until the council 
decides how to fill the position for 


the long term. 


Ledwith has worked for 
West Hartford since 2001, 
including the last 15 years 
as head of personnel opera- 
tions. He and his wife, Tara, 
have lived in town for 25 


years. 


statement. 


get council support. 


“West Hartford is incred- 
ibly fortunate to have some- 
one of Rick’s experience and 
expertise able to step into 
the role,’ Cantor said in a 


Her plan appears likely to 


“Rick is a thoughtful 
leader who is well respected 
by both town employees and 
members of the town coun- 
cil,” Deputy Mayor Liam 


including suggestions that the 
play’s content was being censored. 
Amenii’s script contains Black 
Lives Matter-related themes of 
violence against young Black men. 
Its main theme is “human value.” 
In a written response to the 
charges, Anne D’Alleva, dean of 
the UConn School of Fine Arts said 
“Canceling performances was nota 
decision we undertook lightly. We 
all grieved the loss of this opportu- 
nity to connect around the issues 
of racialized violence that the 
play addresses in such a moving 


and profound way. Our students, 
faculty, and staff had invested 
many hours in this production, 
guided by the director and play- 
wright Nehprii Amenii, and we 
were grateful that we were able to 
have a limited number of perfor- 
mances for a University audience.” 

According to Stephanie Reitz, 
UConn’s university spokesper- 
son and manager of media rela- 
tions, the decision to refrain from 
public performances was “neces- 
sary because more than one person 
connected to the production tested 
positive for the COVID virus, trig- 
gering the need to conduct careful 
contact tracing necessary to deter- 
mine and stop any potential spread 
among others. 

“Once that tracing was 
completed and we had assurance 
that potential spread had been 
averted, CRT was able to stage 
three well-received performances 
over the weekend for University 
faculty, staff, and students. This 
was possible because UConn 
employees and students are highly 
vaccinated populations whose 
status is reported to the Univer- 
sity, and whose COVID exposure 
is more readily known and tracked 
than audience members whose 
vaccination status is not known to 
the University.” 

Due to the academic nature of 
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the productions, and the semes- 
ter schedule, postponements or 
extended runs of shows are seldom 
possible in the way they can be in 
commercial theater. 

College theaters throughout 
the state have been hampered by 
the pandemic. The Yale Repertory 
Theatre, which is also a profes- 
sional theater company that serves 
as a training program for students, 
has not held public performances 
since early 2020. The Yale Rep’s 
2021-22 season was reduced to 
just three shows and will start in 
January. 

“Two of the industries most 
affected by COVID are theaters 
and universities,” Beasley said, 
“and we are both.” 

“Now weare looking towards the 
spring productions, and how we 
can do them safely,” Beasley said. 
“We still can’t return to Equity. It’s 
looking like this will linger on a lot 
longer than we thought.” 

In January, Connecticut Reper- 
tory Theatre will announce the 
shows planned for its spring 
semester. They include a well- 
known musical (with a medi- 
um-sized cast), a political drama 
and a Black historical drama. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 


Chewy.com is an online pet retailer started four years ago by two millennials wanting to sell animal food, 
treats, toys and accessories. The company has grown to more than 1,100 employees and more than 18,000 
products. MIKE STOCKER/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL 


Pet retailer Chewy eyes state 


By Kaitlin McCallum 
Hartford Courant 


WINDSOR — Chewy, the 
online retailer that ships pet 


requested and been offered 
state incentives, according to 
the documents. 

Chewy plans to build a 
750,000-square-foot ware- 
house at an estimated cost of 


Sweeney. 


“I want to personally 
thank Matt Hart for his dedica- 
tion and service to the town of 
West Hartford and also thank Rick 
Ledwith for taking on the criti- 
cal responsibility of acting town 
manager,’ said Mary Fay, the coun- 


cil’s minority leader. 


Hart will leave in early February 
and join CRCOG later that month. 
He said the region faces opportu- 
nities to address regional waste, 
food insecurity, stormwater trou- 
bles, affordable housing, crumbling 
house foundations and a series of 


other issues. 


“It’s going be to be a very import- 
ant that we don’t squander that 
opportunity,’ Hart said. “The 
CRCOG board is serious about 
taking on these serious issues — 


that’s what grabbed me.” 


Police probe early 


morning 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Police are investigating a stabbing 
that occurred in Newington early 
Tuesday morning. 

Officers learned of the incident 
just before 6 a.m. and responded 
to the Citgo gas station at 2407 
Berlin Turnpike, where they found 
a passenger of a vehicle with a seri- 
ous stab wound in their chest, police 
said. 

The victim, whose age and gender 


stabbing 


were not identified, was transported 
by ambulance to Hartford Hospital 


for treatment. 


Police said they believe the stab- 
bing occurred at a different location 


in Newington. 


The victim’s condition was not 


immediately available. 


Police ask those with more infor- 
mation to call the Newington Police 


Department at 860-666-8445. 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached at 
smcavoy@courant.com. 


products to your door, is seeking 
to expand in the Northeast and 
the town of Windsor is consid- 
ering pursuing the proposed 
$110 million fulfillment center 
by offering tax incentives. 

In exchange for building in 
Windsor, Chewy is seeking 
$3.9 million in tax abatement 
and permit fee waivers, accord- 
ing to documents submitted to 
the Windsor town council. The 
project would garner the town 
$4.6 million in fee and tax reve- 
nue, according to town projec- 
tions. 

The company has also 


$110 million with $65 million 
of equipment, promising 1,000 
local jobs within three years, the 
documents say. Payroll is esti- 
mated at $31 million annually, 
with median company wages 
ranging between $16 and $24 an 
hour. At or above market wages 
are a condition of the town’s 
agreement. 

The council on Monday night 
moved to refer the proposal 
to the finance committee for 
review. 

The property in Windsor, 93 
acres at 2000 Day Hill Road, 


for $110M fulfillment center 


is one of several finalists for 
the project. Boston, Baltimore, 
Enfield and Windsor Locks 
are other sites under consider- 
ation. A landlord would build 
to suit and lease the property to 
Chewy. 

The company, which boasts 
a one to two day shipping time, 
is headquartered in Florida and 
currently serves the Northeast 
from a Pennsylvania facility. 

Chewy’s fulfilment center 
would not be the first in the 
town. Amazon, which oper- 
ates a 1.5 million-square-foot 
facility on the same road as the 
proposed Chewy site, this year 
opened a 3.5 million-square- 
foot distribution center in town 
to meet demand and increase its 
own shipping speed. 


State police say man held 
driver at gunpoint on I-84 


Officers intervened in incident of domestic violence 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


State police on Sunday 
arrested a man accused of hold- 
ing a knife to the wrist and BB 
gun to the head of a driver of a 
car, forcing the vehicle to drive 
erratically down I-84 near 
Manchester and into Hartford. 
Police are investigating it as a 
domestic violence incident. 

The man, 20, was charged 
with second-degree assault, 
first-degree threatening and 
multiple weapons charges, 
among other charges. Police 
gave addresses of residence for 
the man in both Hamden and 
New Haven. 


Police said they began to 
receive calls just after noon on 
Sunday reporting an erratic 
driver travelling westbound on 
I-84, near exit 62 in Manchester. 
Responding officers stopped the 
vehicle on Route 1s, near exit 87 
in Hartford. 

The man, who was the passen- 
ger in the vehicle, is accused 
of several violent and unsafe 
actions, including holding a BB 
gun to the driver’s head while 
making verbal threats, police 
said. 

The man also allegedly held a 
large knife to the driver’s right 
wrist while they drove the car, 
police said, and threatened to 
crash the vehicle while grabbing 


at the steering wheel. 

The driver suffered a minor 
injury during the incident, police 
said. 

The man was arrested and 
transported to Troop H in Hart- 
ford, police said. 

Police said the man was held 
on a $250,000 bond and was 
scheduled to appear in superior 
court in Manchester on Monday. 

Police did not give the name of 
the victim. The Courant gener- 
ally does not name those accused 
of crimes less severe than Class 
B felonies. 


Seamus McAvoy may be 
reached at smcavoy@courant. 
com. 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 


that the Zoning Commission of the Town 
of Old Saybrook will hold a public hearing 
at its regularly scheduled meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 3, 2022 
in the 1st floor conference room, Old 
Saybrook Town Hall, 302 Main Street 
and via teleconference to consider the 
following: 


A. “Navarro” Application for Special 
Exception Permit for construction of 
a 5,385 s.f. residential home with 
attached garage at 46 Cromwell Place, 
Assessor's Map 32, Lot 21-1, Residence 


Legal Notice 


Payment for Motor Vehicle Supplemental 
taxes on the 2020 Grand List for 
automobiles registered between October 
1, 2020 and July 31, 2021 become 
due and payable in full to the City of 
Middletown on January 1, 2022 and 
if not paid in full by February 1, 2022, 
shall immediately become delinquent 
and subject to interest at the rate of 1 
14% per month of delinquency or $2.00 
minimum interest. The second half of 
Real Estate, and Personal Property taxes 
on the 2020 Grand List are due and pay- 


AA-2 District, CAM Zone, CT River 


able to the City of Middletown on January 
Gateway Conservation Zone. 


1, 2022 and if not paid in full by February 
1, 2022, shall immediately become 
delinquent and subject to interest at the 
rate of 1 44% per month of delinquency or 
$2.00 minimum interest. 

Please mail your CHECK payment along 
with the correct payment stub to ensure 
proper credit in the pre-addressed 
envelope which was enclosed with your 
bill or to: City of Middletown Tax Office, 
245 deKoven Dr, Middletown, CT 06457. 
If a receipt is requested please enclose 
a self addressed stamped envelope. 
Charge card payments are accepted 
on-line only at www.middletownct.gov 
by clicking on Online Bill Pay. Please be 
aware there is a convenience fee if you 
utilize the on-line service. 


Applicant/Owner: Nanette Navarro 


Agent: Joe Wren, PE., L.S. 


Public Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/9 
2356062093? pwd=WEZSYVdRcem1iDcem 
s4d2wxMGFTVitiZz09 

Meeting ID: 923 5606 2093 

Meeting Passcode: 302302 
Teleconference Dial-In: (929) 436-2866 
One Tap Mobile: 
tel://9294362866,,92356062093# 


At this hearing interested parties 
may appear and be heard and written 
communications may be submitted 
in advance via email to chris.costa@ 
oldsaybrookct.gov or regular mail. Copies 
of applications and plans are on file in 
the Land Use Department, Old Saybrook 
Town Hall, 302 Main Street and at www. 


, Reis Lee Renee Matterazzo, CCMC 
oldsaybrookct.gov/zoning-commission 


Tax Collector 
City of Middletown, CT 


Robert C. Friedmann, Chairman 
12/22/21, 12/29/21 7097747 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 
Request for Qualifications from Architects /Engineers 
to Assist the Housing Authority in 
Preparation of Plans, Specifications & Contract Documents 
for HVAC /Switchgear Renovations at various complexes 


The Housing Authority of the City of Middletown extends an invitation to architects/ 
engineers to submit a statement of their qualifications to the Authority. The architect’s/ 
engineer’s qualifications should indicate the ability to perform work required in a timely 
and sufficient manner. The architect/engineer must be licensed to perform services in the 
State of Connecticut. 


The services being required by the Housing Authority will include but shall not be limited to 
preliminary studies, schematic design, preparation and design of construction documents, 
work write-ups, cost estimates, evaluation of construction bids, inspection of materials 
and workmanship during construction, and post completion documents for the heating and 
domestic piping and controls renovations at Maplewood Terrace and Traverse Square and 
the HVAC/Switchgear upgrades at Sbona Tower. 


The entire procurement procedure and contract award will be subject to U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, and any and all applicable Federal/State Laws and 
Regulations. The architect/engineer selected shall comply with: a) the Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action Requirements adopted by the Authority in compliance 
with said order, and b) Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 and 
the regulations issued thereunder. 


Profiles of the firm’s principals, staff and facilities must be submitted along with a list 
of completed projects, especially projects completed with H.U.D. funds. The architect/ 
engineer should specify any work performed under the Comprehensive Grant Program and/ 
or the Comprehensive Improvements Assistance Program. A certified statement that the 
architect/engineer is not debarred, suspended or otherwise prohibited from professional 
practice by any Federal, State or local agency must also be submitted. In addition, the 
following insurance will be required: 


1. Professional Liability including Errors and Omissions, 
2. Comprehensive General Liability, 

3. Automobile Liability, 

4. Valuable Papers Destruction policy, 

5. Workers’ Compensation and Employer Liability policy. 


The Architect/Engineer should have previous experience in providing professional services 
to public housing authorities and must display evidence of knowledge of H.U.D. regula- 
tions. Completed current federal GSA Form 330 must be submitted. 


Evaluation Criteria: 

1. Firm’s qualifications - history and resource capability to perform required services in a 
timely manner (20 Points). 

2. Evaluation of staff personnel (20 Points). 

3. H.U.D. experience, including the Comprehensive Grant Program and/or the Capital Fund 
Program (25 Points). 

4. Other experience (20 Points). 

5. Overall response to RFQ (15 Points). 


All interested firms shall submit proposals to: 


HVAC/Switchgear Upgrades 
Middletown Housing Authority 
40 Broad Street 

Middletown, CT 06457 


by Friday, January 28h, 2022 on or before 4:30 PM 


Further information may be obtained by calling the Housing Authority at (860) 346-8671 
ext. 112 


The Housing Authority of the City of Middletown is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action 
Employer and conducts its business in accordance with all Federal, State and Local laws, 
regulations and guidelines. Section 3, Small, Minority, Women Business Enterprises and 
Disabled are encouraged to participate in this process. 

12/22/21 7110872 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Leonard J. 
(21-00861) 


Kielczewski 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated December 9, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 
The fiduciary is: 


Richard Kielczewski 

c/o CLAUDIA RUTH BARBIERI, BARBIERI 
LAW, LLC, 18 CEDAR STREET, PO BOX 
1445, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06050 
12/22/21 7109367 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

50 Olesen Rd 

Wethersfield CT 06109 

860-266-3184 

Auction Date- Dec 29, 2021 1:00 PM 
8198 Biggees Merchandise House 
goods 

3036 Biggees 
goods 

3009 Erica Sellars-Moore House goods 
3509 Tina Marie Corcoran House goods 
8021 Luz Gonzalez House goods 

3424 Dorothy Brancifort House goods 
5166 Heather Jean Doura House goods 
The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

12/4/2021 7099608 


Merchandise House 


NOTICE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Commission of the Town of Old 
Saybrook will hold a public hearing at 
its regularly scheduled meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday, January 3, 2022 in the 
1st floor conference room of the Old 
Saybrook Town Hall, 302 Main Street 
and via teleconference to consider the 
following: 


A. “Max’s Place , Big Y Foods and Lyman 
Development Corp.” Petition to Amend 
the Old Saybrook Zoning Regulations 
to amend Section 62.4.6.D.6. to allow 
a less stringent parking ratio for shop- 
ping centers from 1 space per 175 s.f. 
of gross floor area to 1 space per 225 
s.f. of g.f.a. and to allow Applicants of 
buildings in excess of 10K s.f to allocate 
the space devoted to storage to 1 space 
per 1200 s.f. 

Applicants: Big Y Foods, Inc., Max’s 
Place, LLC. and Lyman Development 
Corp. Agent: Atty. David M. Royston 


B. “Max’s Place & Big Y Foods” Petition 
to Amend the Old Saybrook Zoning 
Regulations to amend Sections34.2.1 
and 51.1 Special Standards to permit 
retail gasoline sales as an accessory 
use in the B-4 Zoning District 
Applicants: Big Y Foods, Inc. & Max’s 
Place, LLC. Agent: Atty. David M. 
Royston 


Public Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/9 
2356062093? pwd=WEZSYVdRcm1Dcm 
s4d2wxMGFTVitiZz09 

Meeting ID: 923 5606 2093 

Meeting Passcode: 302302 
Teleconference Dial-In: (929) 436-2866 
One Tap Mobile: 
tel://9294362866, ,92356062093# 


At this hearing interested parties 
may appear and be heard and written 
communications may be submitted 
in advance via email to chris.costa@ 
oldsaybrookct.gov or regular mail. Copies 
of applications and plans are on file in 
the Land Use Department, Old Saybrook 
Town Hall, 302 Main Street and at www. 
oldsaybrookct.gov/zoning-commission 
12/22, 12/29/2021 7093860 
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FACT #84: A cardigan worn by a man is sometimes called a mandigan. 


“Guarante 
ed to make you the smartest 
Person in the room!” 


THINGS 


YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW 


ABOUT NEARLY 


A Collection of Foscine 


FACT #341 


The folks who brought us Reddi-wip 
whipped cream had another brainstorm 
in the 1960s: Reddi-Bacon. 


10 Things You Might Not 
Know About Nearly Everything 
contains a plethora of tidbits and trivia 
that will appeal to everyone, from 
history buffs to sports fans to foodies. 
From lighthearted topics such as 
misspellings and extreme eating, to 
serious subjects such as WWII and 
prison, this book leaves readers 
brighter and wittier than ever before. 


FACT #178 : Genuphobia is the fear of knees. 


FACT #238: Actress Marilyn Monroe colored her hair using a shade 


of blond called dirty pillow slip. 


| TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


RISK OF PREDIABETES: 
1 IN 3 ADULTS 





STORE 


SHOP NOW at 
tribpub.com/10things 
or call (866) 545-3534 





LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS GIVE YOU 
TIME TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME. 


PREDIABETES DOES. 


RISK OF 
SHARK ATTACK: 


1 IN 11.5 MILLION 
TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 


DolHavePrediabetes.org 





AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION 


COUNCIL 


CENTERS FOR DISEASE™ 
CONTROL AND PREVENTION 
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GIZEM VURAL/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


WELCOME RETURN 


OF RUN-INS 


Chance encounters with side characters bring unexpected elation 


By Reyhan Harmanci 
The New York Times 


ast month, for the first 

time in two years, I 

went to a play. After- 
ward, on the street, I spotted 
an acquaintance and felt an 
unexpected wave of elation. A 
person whom I knew, hadn’t 
thought of in months, and did 
not make plans to see, stood in 
front of me. 

En route to a hug, I gave an 
accidental nudge to the man 
he was talking to, his boss, 
causing the whole group 
to turn around, but I didn’t 
care. It was arun-in! What’s 
more, my dates to the play, 
my colleagues, all had run-ins 
with former co-workers and 
friends as the lingering theater 
crowd spilled into the street 
on this warm fall night. 

“Can you believe this?” I 
said, gesturing at the murmur- 
ing group. “What are the 
odds?!” 

Pretty high, actually. We 
all work in media in New 
York City. We all went to a 
play. Hard to imagine amore 
predictable event. But after 
breaking the seal on a theat- 
rical outing, and having 
resumed my twice-weekly 
commute to the office, I 
have found myself reveling 
in unplanned face-to-face 
events. 

Over the course of the 
pandemic, isolation has been 


EX-ETIQUETTE 


the route to safety, and any 
social occasion had to be 
considered with levels of care 
usually reserved for presi- 
dents or royalty. There is no 
“bumping into” a beloved (or 
detested) former co-worker 
when you go to the corner 
store and back, at most, ina 
day. 

Serendipity went out the 
window when the privileged 
renamed their friends and 
family as “podmates” and 
took vows of social celibacy 
to eat a meal indoors. You 
saw a lot of your loved ones, 
maybe, and your own face ina 
video meeting, but not much 
else. In other words, it was all 
main characters, all carefully 
curated. But it turns out that 
side characters are important, 
too. 

Some well-known research 
on the people we don’t care 
about comes from Mark 
Granovetter, a Stanford sociol- 
ogy professor. In 1973, he 
wrote about the importance 
of “weak ties,” looking, at one 
point, at how people get infor- 
mation about potential new 
jobs from near-strangers as 
opposed to close friends. 

Most, he found, heard about 
anew job through people they 
saw occasionally (55.7%) or 
rarely (27.8%). 

“Chance meetings or 
mutual friends operated 
to reactivate such ties,” 
Granovetter wrote. “It is 


remarkable that people 
receive crucial information 
from people whose existences 
they have forgotten.” 

It was his conclusion that 
there is a paradox in how we 
think about the people closest 
to us, and those we don’t think 
about at all: Weak ties are 
“indispensable” in a person’s 
place in their community 
while “strong ties, breeding 
local cohesion, lead to overall 
fragmentation.” 

How then can we make 
sense of weak ties ina 
pandemic? When Saeed 
Jones, a poet and writer, 
moved from New York City to 
Columbus, Ohio, in the fall of 
2019, he did not imagine that 
his next trip back wouldn’t be 
for two years, until this fall. 

Running into neighbors in 
Columbus became normal, he 
said; bumping into old friends 
or acquaintances in New York 
feels very different. 

“Tt’s so complicated,” he 
said in a phone call. “There’s 
a joy and a gratitude, like, ‘Oh, 
it’s back, ’'m running into 
friends in the street, But it’s 
bittersweet.” 

These tiny, confusing 
encounters — “your brain just 
glitches” — make Jones aware 
of how much has changed. “As 
a social person, I feel bereft. 

I feel how acutely small our 
lives have had to be to survive.” 

Others have felt only 
elation. 


“T went to a party recently 
and met someone [ had inter- 
net-known for years, and it 
felt like a miracle,’ said Emily 
Gould, a novelist. “The dopa- 
mine carried me for days.” 

Comedian Josh Gondel- 
man, who has tweeted about 
missing run-ins — “Sometimes 
you don’t need a whole phone 
call or carefully orchestrated 
hangout. You just want that 
90 seconds of proving to each 
other you’re both still alive” 

— said over email that the 
pandemic has made surprises 
mostly a negative experience, 
so having a happy accident is 
a novelty. 

“T’ve also been enjoy- 
ing chance encounters with 
random weirdos,” he wrote. 
“My ticket for the Amtrak 
home from Thanksgiving got 
messed up, and the conduc- 
tor said he was going to ‘hatch 
acrazy scheme’ to find mea 
seat. Anything unexpected 
and delightful has been such 
a thrill.” 

Sloane Crosley, an essayist 
and novelist, said that during 
the pandemic “a lot of us were 
living in one-woman shows, 
performed seven nights a 
week. No intermission. It’s 
nice to be in an ensemble cast 
again, to see all the players, 
good and bad.” 

Ah yes, the bad. Weirdly, my 
brain doesn’t bother to regis- 
ter whether I like the person 
that I’m running into; I am 


just so happy to see a familiar 
face. It’s like if Seinfeld and 
Newman hugged first, yelled 
later. At the very least, running 
into someone you don’t like 
gives you something to take 
back to the group chat; like a 
magpie, building a nest from 
the scraps of gossip, I’d do 
anything to stop talking about 
my own dumb life. 

The future, in all its vari- 
ants, is unknown. But I fear 
for further personal social 
malformation in more lock- 
downs. My hugging has grown 
increasingly desperate, and 
does not correspond to the 
level of relationship that I 
have with the people I run 
into. 

While I hope this is relat- 
able, I am not under the 
illusion that it is normal, espe- 
cially for people who haven’t, 
say, been boxed into houses 
with small children. Most 
people still dread the small 
talk associated with “weak 
ties.” It has been hard to navi- 
gate asimple hello with our 
bodies after so many months 
of fearing touch or breath. 

Crosley, for instance, has a 
novel coming out next year 
that she worked on during 
the pandemic, in which her 
protagonist is forced to bump 
into everyone she’s ever dated, 
every night. “She thinks it’s a 
nightmare,” the author said. “I 
do not.” 

Unfortunately, neither do I. 


Sick child should always come first in co-parenting relationship 


By Jann Blackstone talking about itafterthe |= would make just about her mother, that would 
Tribune News Service first of the year. Now anyone uncomfortable. have been a positive step. 
those plans are on hold. Co-parenting relation- However, if he has kept you 
Q: The guy I have Althoughhehasassured ships are often uncon- separate, you don’t know 
been dating for a year me this isjust anarrange- ventional, and this can be his daughter and have 
just told me that his ex ment of convenience, ?’m__ difficult for new partners. never met her mother — 
and their daughter are not comfortable withthe —_ It’s understandable if that’s a red flag. 
moving backinwithhim. wholething. What’s good _syou’re saying, “Hey, wait a Although a situation as 
Evidently, his daughter ex-etiquette? minute.” So, let’s examine you describe can be quite 
is very sick, and his ex A: Good ex-etiquette some background. disconcerting, it’s the type 
can’t take care of her by starts with “Putting the How forthcoming has of unpredictability you may 
herself, so he suggested children first,” which it your boyfriend been? If face when dating a parent. 
they move back in with sounds like yourboyfriend he has integrated you into A sick child takes prece- 
him. We do not live is trying to do, but the his life with his daugh- dent, and co-parents must 
together, but we were arrangement you describe ter and introduced you to learn to put their heads 


together to figure out solu- 
tions. 

Depending on how sick 
this child is, you may have 
to put moving in together 
on hold for now. Or, 
depending on how involved 
you and the parents want 
you to be in the child’s 
recovery, you could be 
part of the solution. Have 
that discussion. Look for 
solutions in the name of 
the child. That’s good ex- 
etiquette. 





Co-parenting relationships 
are often unconventional, 
and this can be difficult for 
new partners. DREAMSTIME 
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CELEBRITIES 


ZZ Top sells catalog for about $50M 


From news services 


BMG and KKR have 
acquired the “entire music 
interests” of long-run- 
ning American rock band 
ZZ Top for asum sources 
place around $50 million. 

The agreement 
includes a buyout of the 
band’s publishing cata- 
log and their income from 
recorded royalties and 
performance royalties. 
Previously, BMG served as 
co-publisher and adminis- 
trator of ZZ Top’s publish- 
ing catalog. 

The band — Billy 
Gibbons, Frank Beard 
and the late Dusty Hill 
— released their debut 
album in 1971 and released 
14 more over the course 
of their 50-year career, 
including “Fandango” and 
the video-powered albums 
that made them one of 
the biggest rock acts of 
the ’80s, “Eliminator” and 
“Afterburner.” 

The band has sold more 
than 50 million albums 
worldwide. 

The group went more 
than 50 years without a 
lineup change until bass- 
ist Dusty Hill died in July 
at the age of 72. He was 
replaced for live dates 
by longtime guitar tech 
Elwood Francis. 

ZZ Top manager Carl 
Stubner of Shelter Music 
Group said, “We are 
proud to continue work- 
ing with and expand our 
long-standing relationship 
with BMG. This new deal 
ensures ZZ Top’s remark- 
able legacy will endure for 
generations to come.” 

BMG CEO Hartwig 
Masuch said, “This deal 
is atestament to the 
success, staying power and 
continuing musical rele- 
vance of ZZ Top, but also 
to the power of our part- 
nership with KKR. This 
agreement furthers our 
vision of providing artists 
and songwriters not just 
a financial exit, but also 
a vehicle committed to 
respecting and treasuring 
their artistry.” 





the original members of ZZ Top. FOUR WINDS CASINO 


‘The Equalizer’ drops Noth: 
Chris Noth will no longer 
be part of the CBS series 
“The Equalizer” in the 
wake of sexual assault alle- 
gations against the actor. 

Universal Television 
and CBS made a joint 
announcement Monday 
that Noth would no longer 
be part of filming “effective 
immediately.” 

Noth has played a 
former CIA director on 
“The Equalizer,” which 
stars Queen Latifah. Noth 
will appear in at least one 
upcoming episode. Noth’s 
representatives had no 
immediate comment on 
“The Equalizer” decision. 

Two women accused 
Noth of sexual assault in a 
story reported last week by 
The Hollywood Reporter. 
Noth vehemently denied 
the allegations. 


Il Divo singer Carlos Marin 
dead at 53: Carlos Marin, 
part of the pop-opera quar- 
tet II Divo, died Sunday 

at age 53, his bandmates 


announced. 

“He will be missed by 
his friends, family and 
fans. There will never be 
another voice or spirit like 
Carlos,” the remaining 
members wrote. 

Details of Marin’s are 
unclear, but the band 
announced just days 
earlier that he had been 
hospitalized. In early 
December, II Divo post- 
poned their winter U.K. 
tour “due to illness.” 

I] Divo was made up 
of Marin, David Miller, 
Sebastien Izambard and 
Urs Buhler. 


Dec. 22 birthdays: Actor 
Hector Elizondo is 85. 
Singer Red Steagall is 83. 
TV anchor Diane Sawyer 
is 76. Guitarist Rick Niel- 
sen is 73. Rapper Luther 
Campbell is 61. Guitarist 
Chuck Mead is 61. Actor 
Ralph Fiennes is 59. Actor 
Chris Carmack is 41. Actor 
Greg Finley is 37. Singer 
Jordin Sparks is 32. Singer 
Meghan Trainor is 28. 


Hill and McGraw relish roles as 
married couple in drama ‘1883’ 


By John Carucci 


Associated Press 


Faith Hill and Tim 
McGraw called on their 
parental instincts for 
“1883,” a prequel to 
the modern TV drama 
“Yellowstone.” 

The country music stars, 
long married and with 
children, play a couple 
heading westward with 
their youngsters through 
untamed wilderness in 
search of opportunity. The 
series recently debuted on 
the Paramount+ streaming 
service. 

McGraw says it was 
hard not to think of his 
own family in portraying 
James Dutton. 

“It’s certainly different 
circumstances, of course. 
But being the dad of three 
daughters really helped 
play and create this sort 
of relationship” with his 
screen daughter, Elsa, 
McGraw said. 

Isabel May plays Elsa, 
with Audie Rick as her 
young brother. 

McGraw appreciates 
his character’s devotion 
to family and admires his 
bravery. 

“When you think about 
this guy (who) takes off, 
and he’s going to go by 
himself in a wagon across 
uncharted territory with 
his wife, his daughter, a 
5-year-old son and two 
other women, who thinks 
that they can do that?” 
McGraw said. 

For Hill, it was natural 
for deep-seated mater- 
nal protectiveness to 
infuse the role of Margaret 
Dutton. 

“T will protect my kids,” 
Hill said, an instinct that 
“kicked in in ‘1883’ as 
Margaret, as it does today. 
It’s just a natural thing 
that happens. And so don’t 
stand in my way or I will 
hurt you.” 

Playing alongside 
her husband was a little 
trickier than playing a 
mom. 

The couple came up 








Tim McGraw as James Dutton, top, and Faith Hill as Margaret 
Dutton in“1883.” EMERSON MILLER/PARAMOUNT+ PHOTOS 


with a plan to not work on 
their scenes outside of the 
set, or even talk about it. 

“After being married 
for 25 years, both of us felt 
that would be the most 
authentic way that we 
could portray Margaret 
and James. And we just 
didn’t want either one of 
us to have a preconceived 
notion of what they would 
be. We just wanted it to 
be real and as authentic as 
possible,” Hill said. 

McGraw says he loved 
the idea that at this point 
in their lives, the couple 
had the opportunity to 
work together in “some- 
thing this epic, this big and 
this strong.” 

“We were just 
awe-inspired by it,’ 


McGraw said. 

The Dutton family 
journey, which takes them 
through the Great Plains 
toward the then-territory 
of Montana, is part of the 
western expansion that 
reflected the nation’s 
belief that it was destined 
to settle all of North 
America. 

The cast also includes 
Sam Elliott, Billy Bob 
Thornton and LaMonica 
Garrett. 

“Yellowstone,” the story 
of the modern Dutton 
family and its ranching 
empire, stars Kevin Cost- 
ner, Luke Grimes and 
Kelly Reilly and is in its 
fourth season. Its co-cre- 
ator, Taylor Sheridan, 
created “1883.” 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Ex’s reappearance brings on anxiety, pain 


Dear Amy: After 20 years 
and many tears, my ex has 
decided to reappear. 

He found my daugh- 
ter on social media. She 
was hesitant to put him 
in touch. This man liter- 
ally ran out of our lives. 
This put me into a major 
depression. I had a total 
breakdown. 

I made contact, and he 
told me about his life and 
mistakes. He apologized 
to me. I told him I had 
forgiven him long ago. 

He recently broke up 
with his girlfriend, and I 
am baffled about why he’s 
in touch. 

I just can’t wrap my 
mind around as to why he 
wants to talk to me now 
after all these years. 

He talks about all the 
good times we had. He 
remembers every single 
detail of events from years’ 
past, like they were yester- 
day. He said that he messed 
up badly and regretted 
everything he did that hurt 
me. 

I have loved this man the 
whole time he was gone, 
and now I am afraid I will 
be hurt again. It’s very 
painful for me. I am afraid. 

I don’t know what he 
wants of me (if anything), 
and it’s very confusing. 

What should I do? 
Should I just ask him, point 
blank? Or should I just fade 
away and leave the past in 
the past? 

I have had a lot of aban- 
donment in my life, and 
I don’t know ifI could 
handle being hurt again. 

— Dazed and Confused 


Dear Dazed: I’m going to 
be that cynical friend — the 
one who challenges you 
when you're lost in the 
weeds. 

He’s in touch with you 
now because he just broke 


up with his girlfriend. 

He’s manipulating you 
now with tales from the 
crypt because — he just 
broke up with his girl- 
friend. 

My question for you is: 
Why does he get to be in 
charge? Why does he get 
to dominate these conver- 
sations? 

Maybe it’s time for you 
to be in charge. You’ve had 
20 years to prepare. And 
you deserve to express 
yourself, not out of anger, 
but because you have a 
voice and a point of view. 

You could say, “Well, 
we've walked down 
memory lane. That was 
nice. Now, what’s next?” 

If he says, “I just want to 
be friends. I want to make 
amends,” you can say. 
“You’ve done that, and I 
accept. We’re good!” 

He may imply (but not 
say) that he wants to rekin- 
dle the relationship. 

If so, you will say, “I need 
to think about it. Don’t call 
me, I’ll call you.” 

You could take this as 
the closure you’ve been 
denied over the last 20 
years. Consider walking 
away. And if you want to 
give arelationship with 
him another try, do so with 
your eyes wide open. 


Dear Amy: I follow the 
letters in your column 
regarding gender noncon- 
formity with interest, 
including the recent series, 
beginning with “Auntie’s” 
refusal to use her teenage 
niece’s preferred they/ 
them pronouns. 

I took many decades to 


come to terms with the fact 


that I am transgender. 

I spent decades in and 
out of therapy and on anti- 
depressants, trying to align 
my soul with the body into 
which I was born. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
This is truly a gold-star day 
for having fun! Chase after 
your own desires. Don’t 
worry about listening to 
what others have to say 
today. If life has felt a little 
dull or lacking lately, do 
whatever you can to bring 
some joy your way. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20): Questions may feel 
rather invasive at this time. 
Keep your cards close to 
your chest! Theres noth- 
ing wrong with sharing 
information with inter- 
ested parties, but if you 
don’t want to talk, then 
you shouldn’t have to. 
Let people in at your own 
discretion. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Ideas could bubble up in 
your mind. Normally it 
might be wiser to sit on 
concepts until you’re abso- 
lutely ready to share them 
with the world, but today 
it may help you to take 
some of those half-formed 
concepts and let people 
hear them. Someone might 
have some very useful 
advice. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Opportunities are wait- 
ing for you to claim them! 
It’s a good time to focus 
on the mundane issues 

of life, even if they aren’t 
very exciting. If you’ve 
been hoping to get a better 
grip on your career, now is 
the time. Don’t hesitate to 
begin, because there’s lots 
of good work to do! 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 22, 1937, the first 
center tube of the Lincoln 
Tunnel beneath the 
Hudson River was opened 
to traffic. 


In1944, during the World 
War II Battle of the Bulge, 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 

All eyes are on you at 

the moment! You have 

a chance to take extra 
advantage of this energy 
and see how far you can 
run with it. That said, keep 
in mind that you don’t 


need to make a spectacle of 


yourself in order for people 
to be impressed with you. 
Just be who you are. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Your emotions might get 
the better of you today, but 
that doesn’t have to bea 
bad thing. Your emotions 
are all over the place, melo- 
dramatic and fiery. All 
those feelings may actually 
be a good thing, even if 
they’re stressful. There’s 
nothing wrong with a good 
cry sometimes. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Today might feel like a 
carnival ride as you try to 
create some semblance of 
order in your social life. It 
may seem as though every- 
one in your phone book 

is hitting you up for one 
reason or another, so any 
outstanding chores might 
have to get pushed to the 
back burner as you try to 
get back to everyone. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You could make leaps and 
bounds at work today. So 
whether or not you’ve 
actually got any proj- 

ects in front of you, goon 
and roll up your sleeves 
to show off your skills. If 
you’re currently looking 
for employment, a terrific 
opportunity could present 
itself now. 


US. Brig. Gen. Anthony 

C. McAuliffe rejected 

a German demand for 
surrender, writing “Nuts!” 
in his official reply. 


In1989, Romanian Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu 
was toppled from power. 


In 2001, Richard C. Reid, 
a passenger on an Amer- 
ican Airlines flight, tried 
to ignite explosives in his 
shoes but was subdued 


But now, in my 60s, I’ve 
come to terms with who 
Iam. My lifelong depres- 
sion has lifted, and now I 
have genuine friendships 
because it is me who is 
relating to people, rather 
than the persona that I 
created. 

I now know what it 
means to live life, rather 
than merely exist. 

People can relate to the 
gender nonconforming 
persons in their lives as 
they see fit. That is their 
right. 

They should not be 
surprised, however, if the 
gender-nonconforming 
person decides, as I have, 
to spend their time with 
the people who love them 
for who they are. 

— The Truth Comes Out 
in the End 


Dear Truth: Thank you for 
outlining your challenges 
and experience with 
gender nonconformity. I 
hope your story will help 
others to understand and 
lead them toward compas- 
sion. 


Dear Amy: For the families 
who don’t know how to 
include their unvaccinated 
members over the holi- 
days, I have a proposal: Ask 
them to take a COVID-19 
test a day before the family 
get-together. 

I think it is important to 
find a way where we can 
all come together and stop 
feeling anger toward our 
family members. 

— Healthy 


Dear Healthy: “Trust, but 
verify.” I like it. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You’re hardly known 
for being a homebody, 
Sagittarius, but you should 
try even more than usual 
to gaze out into the world 
for new stimulation from 
distant lands. Whether or 
not you can travel right 
now, this is a great time to 
plan a future trip, search- 
ing out locations. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Even positive energy 
can be a little too much 
sometimes, and today 
might be one of those 
times. Things could feel 
particularly sensitive, 

so it may be best to take 
things one step at atime 
and check in with yourself 
along the way. You don’t 
have to push yourself! 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): This is a great day to 
link up with your friends! 
Throw yourself into any 
relationships that come 
your way, be they platonic 
or romantic. While you 
may be wary of reaching 
out into the unknown. 
Hopping online might 
provide you with more 
connections than you 
would have anticipated. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You’re being encouraged to 
get an early start today. An 
opportunity to do some- 
thing could emerge when 
you least expect it — this 
opportunity won’t give you 
a heads-up. Some activi- 
ties could come out of left 
field, so put on your game 
face and show people how 
capable you are. 


by flight attendants and 
fellow passengers. 


In 2003, a federal judge 
ruled the Pentagon 
couldn’t enforce manda- 
tory anthrax vaccinations 
for military personnel. 


In 2010, President Barack 
Obama signed a law allow- 
ing gays to serve openly in 
America’s military, repeal- 
ing the “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com see 


Scan QR code to play online. 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


aaa 2 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO WUE LS 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


C} CX) 
NA] NARA 
©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


CK | 
YW N 
BERS SaE 
Cy) Cy). to form the surprise answer, as 

NA NAN suggested by the above cartoon. 
Y VY“ VYVY VY NV ON YN YyVWvVY NY ON 
6060s 66206 
Jumbles: AUDIO FLUTE CANDID PEWTER 


Answer: The bodybuilder asked his friend for a ride to 
the gym because he — NEEDED A LIFT 


car and I really need to |: 
pump some iron today. : 


Thanks! My wife needed the “Ys 












ei] Me Ly 

Zee ee 
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Zane Ee 
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ae 2 


problem. r 
I’m pumped 
p. ee 









Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 






THE BODYBUILDER ASKEV 
HIS FRIEND FOR A RIVE TO 
THE GYM BECAUSE HE -—- 





Now arrange the circled letters 


A|M}O}U/R, 
S| T|O[M|PMBPIRIE 


CjulR} i }o/s| ii Tly 














Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 10/4/15 





ACROSS 47 Horror film for Cary Elwes and ARROW WORDS 
1 “Good Morning America” network Danny Glover 
a pte — i a Joe Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
12 Famous chairman 50 Paul’s cousin on “Mad About the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 
13 “War and __”; Henry Fonda You” Getting 


movie 51 ...__, HST, DDE, JFK, LBu... 
14 Prefix meaning “modern” 52 Actor Nick 
15 Suffix for host or count 53 Suffix for long or strong 
16 “| Left My Heart __ Francisco” 
17 Banned pesticide, for short 
18 Cowell or Helberg 
20 Ms. Winfrey 
22 Former host of “The Tonight 
Show” 


lighter 


Salon 
suppl 


Rugby 
formation 





Mountain 
goat's 
perch 


DOWN 

__ Brothers; 1950s quartet 

“_ Instinct’; Michael 
Douglas/Sharon Stone movie 
Topper or Kramer 

“This Is __ Tap”; Rob Reiner film 
“The __ Commandments” 
Community college degrees, for 
short 

TV maker, once 


, 
2 
Uncivil 
3 Widely 
26 Actress Verdugo 4 sia 
27 Word with fly or about 5 
28 Dick __ Dyke 6 
29“ and a Half Men” 
32 “Watch”; film for Jake 7 
8 


BeMME 


Gyllenhaal and Michael Pena Mexican mister ore 
35 “America’s Got Talent” judge 9 NBC news commentator Mitchell Fairy SReneor 
39 Actor Sean and his family 10 “__ Stacey” ji 
40 Woodwind instruments 11 Actor Chris __ Easter find 
42 Serling or Stewart 19 “__ Life to Live” Rascal 


Heavy 
reading 


43 Forbidden thing 21 Sty resident 

23 “Tomorrow __ Dies”; James 
Bond movie 

24 Goes __ on; lasts 

25 Orchestras 

29 “__ Couple” 

30 “The __ Years” 

31 “On Our __”; short-lived sitcom 
for Ralph Louis Harris 

33 Actor Peter _ 

34 Shortest month: abbr. 

36 Portrayer of Gomez Addams 

37 “The __ O’Donnell Show” 

38 Approaches 

39 College teacher’s title, for short 

41 Kill flies 

44 “Much __ About Nothing” 

45 “The Fresh Prince of __-Ajir” 

46 Cereal grain 


i] | Cy) | - 


Drawn 
tight 


Take in 
slowl 


Ewe's 
mate 


Scolding 


Youngster syllable 


> |m| alo |2 |>| 
= H]o]2| 








jo |p |> |m 2 RO |Z [> |o|m|2 | 
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= 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 





www.snoopy.com 


g 
2 
rt 
3 
g 
é 


YES, THATS ONE POSSIBLE SCE- 
NARIO. ANOTHER IS THAT YOU 
_| QUIT YOUR JOB, MARKET ANEW 
:| WEB BROWSER I'LL DESIGN, WE 
=| MAKE MILLIONS, GET MARRIED, AND 
|) MOVE INTOA HIGH-TECH PLEASURE 


HES NO, IMMIDDLE- 
THINKING, AGED I NEVER 
HES JOKE ABOUT 

THINKING... THE FUTURE. 









HOLD THIS 
RIBBON DOWN 






© 2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


Shoe By Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly 


1 AGREE! NO HANG=UPS. HE DROPS ALL OF 
HIS LAUNDRY STRAIGHT ONTO THE FLOOR. 





we 
T'M SURE SANTA’S GOT YOU ON "THE NICE LIST," 
SKYLER. YOU'VE GOT NO HANG-UPS! 











©21 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS.COM 


WOW. MY WHOLE BODY WILL 
BE STRONG MANAGEABLE |z 
AND HEALTHY-LOOKING. I: 


I CAN EITHER STREAK TO 


BEATS SPENDING I 
=| THE HALL CLOSET: OR WASH A 
EVERYTHING > 


THREE DAYS 
WEEK AT THE GYM. ) 
yp OOS ae tH 


Lois yp 
—> 


Ea! 











HEY, NEIGHBOR BOB, WHOS YOUR 
FRIEND THERE 9 


OH, I MET HIM AT AN AQUARIUM. 
WE GO EVERYWHERE TOGETHER. 









Rieter 
nenets 


SR 
sat atatatataTslatete’a‘atatans's 


Mutts By Patrick McDonnell 


WHATS TUK —————— 
1 (TS GREAT, MoocH J 
eae SANTY AND X HAVE | 


ANTA ON 
SARI EEMAS A VERY SPECIAL 
ARRANGEMENT... 


Pa 





— 
a Df 


A Levrrt 0202! Pmrelek MDouwel! DISTRIBUTED BY Kis FEATORES SUD 12:22 


TAKEN FROM 
ABOVE — THEY'RE 
VERY 


alexhallatt.com 


Lis / 


THATS ONLY LIKE, 
SIX BLOCKS AWAY | 








PT Ny PROBLEM, 

MiS Sion cham TELL THE 
3 CAPTAIN To 
% TURN A@oUND, 





RESCUE 
MIS Sion 


> 


if 
www.gocomics.com 


AFTER A FEW DNS 
IN MANOA! 








FUNNY - TALKING 
FRENCH - CANADIAN 
FOREDOGS, I AM 

CFF TO NEXT Poor 












MENT 4F MUST 
EXPAND OUR 
DOMINANCE 








y Conley / Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 







GoComics.com 12/22 


YOU'RE WORSE 4! YOU KNOW, 
THAN SCROOGE! )! SHOULD BE 


Nex OFFENDED BY 
Oe THAT 


Yt CAN'T BELIEVE YOU'RE NOT 
GIVING OUT CHRISTMAS BONUSES 
Naa, THIS YEAR! 


Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved 
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Dilbert By Scott Adams 


IT’S SO 
I CAN SPEND 
LESS TIME 


THE EMPLOYEES 
WERE HAPPIER AND 
MORE PRODUCTIVE 
WHEN THEY WERE 

WORKING REMOTELY. 


cen: | Cit Ve 

AGAIN WHY WE 
ALL NEED TO COME 

TO THE OFFICE? 


OKAY. 
I CAN 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 






RESPECT 
WITH MY 
FAMILY, THAT. 


DILBERT.COM 








12-22-21 2021 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





i ——— 
Ra” SCRAWNY AS YOU 
» ARE, YOU SHOULO 
BE DRINKING ONE 
OF THOSE CANOY- 
IN-A-CUIP COFFEES 
WITH 8OO CALORIES. 


YOU'RE ABOUT AS LOW- 
BUDGET AS A SPIDERMAN 













YEAH. IF | 
j| KEEP IT UP, | 


MIGHT WIN A 
T-SHIRT. J 
7, 


OF BREAKUPS WITH ONE ANOTHER, 
ARE THEY GOOD slg 
> | FOR EACH OTHER? 
TIME WILL TELL... 


’ 


Conte Agency, LLC All Rights Reserved 






C’MON. THE WAY” 3 
YOU'RE CRUSHING § 
THAT FANTASY = 
LEAGUE.. §} 


Me |'VE BEFRIENDED MANY COUPLES 
OVER THE YEARS... PEOPLE 


NUM IA lh iT oe a ee 


\ 


xe, 


I DOUBT IT'LL PUT 
AN END TO AZZ THE 


WE'LL ROLL WITH 
IT. THINGS WILL 
SETTLE DOWN ONCE 
THE NEWS FINDS 
SOME OTHER THING 
TO FUSS OVER. 


AND NOW THAT I'VE PUT 
MY FACE OUT THERE, 
I HOPE THIS WON'T 
MAKE TOO MANY 
PROBLEMS FOR US. 


I HOPE THAT'LL 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
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ANYTHING HE 
CAN PARK IN THE 
DRIVEWAY. 


SO WHAT DO 
YOU WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS? 


I'M NOT PICKY, PAPI! 
ANYTHING SANTA HAS 
IN HIS BAG. 


AND WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 
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I CAN’T BEMEVE THAT DAD | DID GOU AIWWAGS 
WOULD JUST TAKE OFF | TEkL YOUR DAD 
LIKE THAT WITHOUT WHERE GOU WERE 
METTING US KNOW! GOING WHEN OU 
WERE A 
TEENAGERZ 
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Lio By Mark Tatulli 








WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 


WORRY NOT. 
I HAVE JUST 
THE THING 


SIRE! THE ENEMY IS 
AT THE GATE, AND I'M 
ALL OUT OF MAGIC/ 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


Wizardofld.com 
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SOME THINGS SEEM TO HAVE 
ESCAPED THE SUPPLY CHAIN SLUMP. 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston CROSSWORD 
| § rs is 
oy Hee Dre i kis Taree Masao BFeN Vb Were LIL HAVE THINGS THe Wry EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 
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NO MANNN F \ 1 Abe Lincoln starred clue 7 Take the helm fortune”: Hamlet 
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. and a hint 
: Wy, — DLL JUST SAY IT to ahidden 
WAS HELGA word 
: 9 W') in each 
; ? ’ e all eh By George Jasper Tribune Content Agency 12/22/21 
BAA ee: y 
Cals BRIDGE 
e | BY STEVE BECKER 
=i. ety | South dealer. the bag by returning a club at trick four, 
SE é North-South vulnerable. declarer would not have found the winning 
Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller NORTH play in spades. Left to his own devices after 
HI) 7 ; ae 5 a diamond or heart return, West argued, 
| eAK South would probably have made the 
ree ANS HIIDRG normal play of cashing the A-K of spades 
3 | \IERSION, BUT e WEST EAST and gone down one. 
° IT MAKES A g 46 40107 East then turned to declarer and asked 
5 | et Bates 5 ¥Q6543 ¥A 10 what he would have done had he not made 
; , S J 10743 $965 the club return. “Well” said South, “I would 
2 S fA K S rt ae 7542 certainly have wondered why you didn’t 
E 2 4AK9842 return aclub when you knew your partner 
\ > ss 3 ¥97 had no more clubs. And the only answer I'd 
WNozan WHEY INKL 12-2200 eee WILEY INK@ EARTHLINK .NET $ Q 99 be able to come up with is that you hada 
Curtis By Rav Billingsle #103 spade holding you didn’t want to reveal. So 
aed esey The bidding: | think | would still have found the winning 
CURTIS, YOU'RE SUCH fof MICHELLE, THATS THE I'M GONNA GONNA A LIMO RIDE, DINNER South West North East olay — but I’m glad you didn’t put me to the 
A WUNNER-WUNNER- [8] NOVOCAINE TALKIN’... [ | 5* TAKE YOU OUT To. INVITATION AND A 24 Pass 4a test” 
WUNNERFUL2:.WHAT |} YOUR TOOTH IS TODINNER AND THEN | | SHOULDER DRIPPIN! Opening lead — ace of clubs she 
ARE WE TALKIN’ ‘BOUT 7 }2] FIXED AND You'LL BE WE'LL GET- WE'LL WITH DROOL " What South would actually have done 


SAFE ATHOME SOON | | *GET MARRIED...... Nowhere to hide had East not returned a club will never be 


= 212 - ZZZZ-Z22 


known. | can attest to that with confidence, 


a > 
5 | a Some deals have alot more tothem than because! was South! 
: 3 at first meets the eye. As acase in point, Tomorrow: That old black magic. 
é Z, ll consider this deal from a regional pairs JUMBLE 
Ha, 3 ZZ12-22 tournament. 
7. Ui thie- After opening a vulnerable weak two-bid USE gse teeta etl mene 


in first seat, South quickly found himself in — Unscramble these Jumbles, | Your pieture wil 


one letter to each square, be will joining | F | 
four spades. to form four ordinary words. an | STEEL : 
\ THINK (15 "FELIZ West started by cashing the A-K of clubs AALDS Yo Wl roe te 
Dae tak Che to indicate a doubleton, then shifted to a [er if | "i fe) La 
YEAR-OLD WHO low heart. ee 
DOESN'T HABLA Declarer guessed correctly by playing FWALU 
ESPANOL. dummy’s jack, whereupon East took the ax ans 
ace and returned alow club. With little Bneen 


hope, South ruffed the club with the nine MFAEE 
and was delighted to see it hold the trick, ~~ ry 


marking East with the Q-10. LK A_A 
So declarer next crossed to dummy 

with a diamond and led the jack of spades, UHYOL 

intending to let it ride. East covered with 
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THE TRASH COLLECTOR 
RETIRED AFTER 40 YEARS 
AND WAS VOTED INTO THE --- 


TY : 
th butSouth + ae KAN 2} 4 Now arrange the circled letters 
OKAY PIERCE Is HO! HO/Ho} e queen, U ou won, returne O jar Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
’ ° ° 4 : : ghts Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 
SANTA AT THIS STOP HERE You GOT SLEIGH dummy with a diamond andledaspadeto ¢- pny pay 
GO, kKIbs! the eight to make his game. 6606 £666 
In the post-mortem, West contended (Answers tomorrow) 
that if East had not let the cat out of iii ee 


Answer: The college offered Earth science programs that 
were considered to be — WORLD-CLASS 





Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3box [L]A|BIMCIO[A|THCTH/ElElPIs| 
in bold borders) contains = [E|R/ RM ATR{M/Y fmol 1 {L{L[ i {Tl 


every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 
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Mother Goose And Grimm By Mike Peters 
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Hope for 





Heidi Stevens 
Balancing Act 


I don’t know how I 
expected 2021 to end. But it 
wasn’t like this. 

A year ago we were cele- 
brating the newly arrived 
COVID-19 vaccines. I cried 
reading my colleagues’ 
coverage of the first five 
front-line medical work- 
ers to receive the shot in 
Chicago — relieved that 
better days were ahead, 
grieving for all that was 
lost, humbled with grati- 
tude for scientists. 

A year later, more than 
800,000 Americans have 
died from the virus and 
about 15% of American 
adults are fully unvacci- 
nated. A new variant is 
spreading quickly, Broad- 
way is canceling shows, the 
NBA is canceling games, 
schools are canceling 
classes. 

Deja vu implies we’ve 
been here before. And we 
have, to a degree — the 
closings, the uncertainty, 
the fear, the sorrow. But we 
haven’t been here before 
and been this fatigued — by 
a previous year and a half of 
closings, uncertainty, fear 
and sorrow. By the knowI- 
edge that we will not, it 
turns out, come together 
and collectively defeat this 
threat to our lives, our live- 
lihoods, our connectedness. 

This year also draws 
to aclose with another 
school shooting fresh on 
our shattered psyches. 
Nine years ago, we were 
reeling from Sandy Hook. 
This year it’s Oxford High 
School. If we’re shocked 
again, it’s a familiar shock 
— compounded by the 
knowledge that we will not, 
it turns out, come together 
and collectively defeat this 
threat to our lives, our live- 
lihoods, our connectedness. 
Our children. 

It’s amess of cognitive 
dissonance, this time of 
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It’s amess of cognitive dissonance, this time of year. Joy is all around us, but so is sorrow, writes Heidi Stevens. DREAMSTIME 


year. Joy is all around us, 
but so is sorrow. Beauty and 
light are all around us, but 
so are grief and darkness. 

I can’t help but wonder 
whether the people who 
lost their loved ones, or 
their homes, or both, in the 
recent tornadoes feel the 
slightest bit of resentment 
about the good tidings 
and cheer that march on. I 
know families in my little 
corner of the world who’ve 
been devastated by the 
worst imaginable news. I 
can’t help but wonder if 
holiday lights warm them 
or taunt them. Maybe both, 
depending on the hour. I 
know grief isn’t linear. Or 
predictable. I know we owe 
it to one another to show 
up during it. 

“Rarely, if ever, are any 
of us healed in isolation,” 
wrote the late bell hooks, 
another incalculable loss 


this year. “Healing is an act 
of communion.” 

I’ve thought a lot in 2021 
about a story I once read 
about Abraham Johannes 
Muste, a Dutch-born paci- 
fist and pastor who died in 
1967. Muste used to mount 
alone, nightly protest 
against the Vietnam War. 
A reporter, the story goes, 
once asked him, “Do you 
really think you are going 
to change the country by 
standing out here alone at 
night in front of the White 
House with a candle?” 

And Muste, the story 
goes, replied, “Oh, I don’t 
do this to change the coun- 
try. I do this so the country 
won’t change me.” 

All year, I looked for 
stories to write about 
people whose hearts and 
words and actions would 
keep the country from 
changing me. I found them 
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in droves. 

M@ Artist Scott Marvel, who 
screen prints famous musi- 
cians’ artwork onto T-shirts 
in his basement, sells the 
T-shirts and donates 100% 
of the profits to StreetWise, 
the organization that 
supports Chicagoans who 
are without homes. 

@ Jeron Dorsey, who 
donated his entire 
paycheck to an Evanston, 
Illinois, family he’d never 
met after reading they’d 
lost everything they owned 
in an apartment fire. 

@ Barnard College student 
Maia Robinson, who 
started a community fridge 
program in her hometown 
to feed families left hungry 
by pandemic job losses. 

@ Adam Laski, who gave 
60% of his liver to family 
friend Rick Foulkes, a 
Chicago ophthalmologist 
who needed a transplant to 


MORATIVE I 


save his life. 

@ Ashvin Lad, who 
answered a stranger’s plea 
on Facebook for someone 
to play catch with her son 
and took the young baseball 
fan to Wrigley Field for a 
Cubs game while he was 
at it. 

@ Musician Yakini 
Ajanaku-Coffy, who 

along with her musician 
husband, Jean-Paul Coffy, 
has hosted more than 100 
concerts on her Chicago 
front porch to keep her 
neighbors connected and 
hopeful. 

“Let’s just start with 
what we have,” Ajanaku- 
Coffy told me. “We have 
each other, and we matter.” 

Her words will carry me 
into 2022, a year that will 
be filled with new joys and 
fresh sorrows and reasons 
for hope and moments of 
despair. 


a year filled with reasons for hope 


Let’s start with what we 
have. Let’s lean on it and 
protect it and use it to keep 
the country from changing 
us. But let’s also take what 
we have and let it inspire us 
to change what we can. 

So that fewer people are 
hungry, hurting, lonely, 
grieving, sick, marginal- 
ized. So that fewer people 
look around and decide this 
world isn’t worth saving, 
isn’t worth pinning your 
hopes on. We owe that to 
one another too. “Heal- 
ing,’ hooks said, “is an act 
of communion.” And so is 
hoping. 


Heidi Stevens is a Tribune 
News Service columnist. 
You can reach her at 
heidikstevens@gmail.com, 
find her on Twitter @heidi 
stevens13 or join her Heidi 
Stevens’ Balancing Act 
Facebook group. 
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Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and fascinating history of Disney World with 
this stunning retrospective, featuring original coverage and 
over 100 photos from our archives. 


Shop now at 


tribpub.com/disneybook 


or call (866) 545-3534 


TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


*Available for pre-order only. Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 

















Mac Jones 
played like 
a rookie QB 
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Se Forfeit rule can make 
= amockery of standings 





1 Two years ago the number of available players 
As ainst C olts ? COVID-19 pandemic shut (including as a result of 
9 sports down altogether. COVID), that team shall be 
and th at S O K Last season it wreaked deemed to have forfeited 
havoc with the schedule. with a loss assigned to that 


By Jason Mastrodonato 
Boston Herald 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — For 
the better part of three quarters 
against the Colts on Saturday, 
Patriots quarterback Mac Jones 
looked indecisive. 

After throwing just three passes 
in his previous game almost two 
weeks earlier, it became easy to 
wonder if the mixture of rust and 
a lack of confidence was playing 
a role in his unflattering perfor- 
mance. 

He threw two interceptions. 
Neither was his first read. 

When the first read wasn’t open, 
when Jones’ eyes needed to turn 
from one side of the field to the 
other, his instincts failed him. He 
didn’t see linebacker Darius Leon- 
ard through the middle of the 
field on the first pick, and under- 
threw Brandon Bolden on a short 
out-route for the second one. 

“Rookie pains,” tweeted former 
Patriots wide receiver Julian Edel- 
man. 

Said tight end Hunter Henry, “I 
think people forget that he’s still a 
rookie.” 

A few days later, there seems 
to be a couple ways of looking at 
Jones’ disappointing performance. 

The first is that Jones played 
like a rookie. He wasn’t up to the 
task of beating a quality AFC oppo- 
nent in prime time with adequate 
throwing conditions. The Colts 
broadcast to the world that they 
wanted to see if Jones could beat 
them with his arm. They stuffed 
the Pats’ run game and asked 


Turn to Patriots, Page 2 


Up next 
Bills at 
1p.m. Sunday, CBS 


GIANTS ANALYSIS 
Keep Jones, 


then draft 
another QB 





Big East games canceled due to COVID-19 will not 
only leave arenas like the XL Centers dark again, but 
will count as forfeits in the conference standings. 
Given the effect of the Omicron variant and the 
number of cases, it may be time to reconsider that 
policy, especially for fully vaccinated teams like 
UConn men and women. JESSICA HILL/AP 


The late show 


The UConn men’s game at Marquette ended too 
late for this edition. For complete coverage, go to 


courant.com/sports. 


Now, in college basket- 
ball at least, it threatens to 
turn the standings upside 
down. The first two couldn’t be controlled, 
but what’s going on now can be prevented, 
though it will take some elbow grease. 

The latest news from the Big East 
Conference came down Tuesday morning: 
The Georgetown men’s basketball game 
at Providence, scheduled for Wednesday, 
was cancelled and goes into the books as a 
forfeit for the Hoyas, a win for the Friars. 

“Big East policy states that if a confer- 
ence game cannot be played on its origi- 
nally scheduled date due to an insufficient 


Dom Amore 


METS 


“If you think that I’m going to let somebody beat us by having better analytical information or 
because someone on staff doesn’t understand it, well, ’m not going to talk about it. We'll show you.” 


— Buck Showalter, Mets manager 


























team,” read the conference 
statement. “A win will be 
assigned to its opponent. 


The win and loss will be applied to the 
league standings.” 

This was the Big East’s fourth forfeit 
this week, mirroring what has become an 
epidemic of its own across the country. 
Dozens of basketball teams are on pause 
as the Delta and Omicron variants spread 
across the country. Over the weekend, 
there was the odd spectacle of Rick Pitino 
asking plaintively on Twitter if anyone 


Turn to Amore, Page 4 





This still image from video shows Mets manager Buck Showalter holding up a team jersey with his wife, Angela, during a virtual press conference where 
he was introduced Tuesday in New York. HONS/AP 





By the numbers 


By Bob Glauber ‘ os 
Newsday Showalter pledges to lead, lean on analytics as he’s introduced as Mets manager 

NEW YORK — The good news By Jake Seiner Mets managers this century Steinbrenner gave him his first 
for Daniel Jones: The neck injury Associated Press big league managing job with the 
that has caused him to miss three Year Name Ww L Pct Finish GB New York Yankees, Showalter is 
straight games and will keep him NEW YORK — Long before 2000 BobbyValentine 94 68 580 2nd 1 back in the Big Apple. His boss 
out for the final three eventually Buck Showalter had access 2001 Bobby Valentine 82 80 506 3rd 6 this time also has deep pockets 
will heal and allow him to play to analytics departments and 2002 BobbyValentine 75 86 466 5th 26Y%2 and ambition to turn coin into 
again. No need for surgery, just all their graphs, spreadsheets 2003 ArtHowe 66 95 410 5th 34V¥2 championships. 
more rest and rehabilitation. and heat maps, he had his wife, 2004  ArtHowe 71 91 438 4th 25: Second-year owner Steve 

The good news for the Giants: Angela, hand-drawing spray 2005 WillieRandolph 83 79 52 3rd 7 Cohen committed $254.5 million 
After showing decent progress charts to inform defensive posi- 2006 WillieRandoloh 97 65 599 Ist — to ace Max Scherzer, infielder 
before the injury, Jones still can be tioning for the 1987 Fort Lauder- 2007 WillieRandolpbh 88 74 543 2nd 1 Eduardo Escobar and outfielders 
a part of the team’s plans. dale Yankeesinthe ClassA Florida 2008 WillieRandolph 34 25 493 Starling Marte and Mark Canha 

The reality for the Giants: They State League. Jerry Manuel 55 38 591 2nd a before rosters froze when owner- 
need to find additional help at Is the New York Mets 65-year- 2009  JerryManuel 70 92 432 4th 23 ship locked out the players on 
quarterback. And they must do so old manager going to resist the 2010 Jerry Manuel 79 83 494 4th 18 Dec. 2. The club then turned its 
long before the start of next season. info cooked up on his analysts’ 2011 Terry Collins 77 85 475 4th 25 attention to finding a replacement 

Regardless of who’s the general computers? 2012 Terry Collins 74 88 457 4th 24, for Luis Rojas after the 40-year- 
manager in 2022. And regardless of Just the opposite. 2013 Terry Collins 74 88 457 3rd 22 old manager was dismissed in 
any coaching change. “There are going to be some 2014  TerryCollins 79 83 488 2nd 17 October. 

On the same day the Giants guys there who are going to say, 2015 Terry Collins 90 72 556 Ist _ Showalter interviewed with 
placed Jones on injured reserve ‘Sheesh, canI getabreakfromthis 2016  TerryCollins 87 75 Ser 2nd 8 general manager Billy Eppler and 
and thus ruled him out for the rest guy?’ ” he said. 2017 Terry Collins 70 92 432 4th 27 team president Sandy Alderson 
of the season, coach Joe Judge said Showalter insisted Tuesday 2018 Mickey Callaway 77 85 475 4th 13 before meeting with Cohen as a 
Jones still is the right man for the at his introductory news confer- 2019 Mickey Callaway 86 76 531 3rd 11 finalist last week. Cohen tweeted 
job and that playing next season ence that ifthe Mets don’tsucceed 2020 LuisRojas 26 34 433 4th 9 Saturday that Showalter was his 

during his tenure, it won’t befor 2021 Luis Rojas f 85 475 3rd WZ man and signed him to a three- 


Turn to Giants, Page 2 sabermetric ignorance. He’s eager Source: baseball-almanac.com year deal. 
for advanced analytics, he said, Showalter beat out Houston 
even bemoaning the lack of data Astros bench coach Joe Espada 
Up next brewed up by Baltimore’s bare- “If you think that I’m going to understand it, well, ’m not going and Tampa Bay Rays bench 





Giants 
ny EA at Eagles 
1 p.m. Sunday, FOX 


bones front office when his previ- 
ous job with the Orioles ended in 
2018. 


Did you know? 


Before their initial arrest, drunk drivers often drive an 


let somebody beat us by having 
better analytical information or 
because someone on staff doesn’t 


to talk about it,’ Showalter said. 
“We'll show you.” 
Thirty years after George 


coach Matt Quatraro — both 
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average of 80 times under the influence. 


riscassi-davis.com 


EIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Bills, Sunday, 

1 p.m. 

Giants: at Eagles, Sunday, 
1 p.m. 

Jets: Jaguars, Sunday, 
1p.m. 

UConn MBB: at Xavier, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Butler 
(XL), Jan.1, 4 p.m.; at 
Seton Hall, Jan. 8, noon 
UConn WBB: Marquette 
(XL), Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; at 
DePaul, Dec. 31, 2 p.m.; at 
Georgetown, Jan. 5, 7 p.m. 
Celtics: Cavaliers, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
at Bucks, Saturday, 

2:30 p.m.; at 
Timberwolves, 

Monday, 8 p.m. 

Knicks: Wizards, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Hawks, Saturday, noon; at 
Timberwolves, Tuesday, 
8 p.m. 

Nets: at Trail Blazers, 
Thursday, 10 p.m.; at 
Lakers, Saturday, 8 p.m.; 
at Clippers, Monday, 
10:30 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Jan. 2, 7 p.m.; at 
Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 

4 p.m.; Boston Univ., 
Jan.14, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: Penguins, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Senators, Dec. 29, 

7:30 p.m.; Sabres, 

Jan. 1,1 .m. 

Rangers: Red Wings, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Panthers, Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; 
at Lightning, Dec. 31, 7 
p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Bridgeport, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; at 
Bridgeport, Dec. 29, 

7 p.m.; Providence, 

Dec. 31,3 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

NBA 

7:30 p.m.: Cleveland 
Cavaliers at Boston 
Celtics. (Live), NBCSB 
730 p.m.: Magic at 
Hawks. NBATV 

10 p.m.: Clippers at Kings. 
NBATV 

NCAA FOOTBALL 

8 p.m.: Missouri vs. Army. 
ESPN 

NCAA BASKETBALL 

3 p.m.: Liberty vs. 
Northern lowa. ESPNU 
4p.m.: Bucknell at 
Richmond. NBCSP+ 

530 p.m.: Wyoming vs. 
Stanford. ESPNU 

6 p.m.: Louisville at 
Kentucky. ESPN 

630 p.m.: Georgetown at 
Providence. FS1 

7p.m.: Arizona at 
Tennessee. ESPN2 
7p.m.: Northern 
Kentucky at Indiana. 
BIG1O 

730 p.m.: Kennesaw 
State at Nebraska. 
ESPNU 

9 p.m.: Virginia Tech at 
Duke. ESPN2 

9 p.m.: Illinois at Missouri. 
BIG10O 

930 p.m.: BYU at USF. 
ESPNU 

PRO HOCKEY 

7 p.m.: Bridgeport 
Islanders at Hartford Wolf 
Pack. (Live), Radio: 1410 
JUNIOR HOCKEY 

630 p.m.: 2022 World 
Junior Championships 
Canada vs. Russia. NHL 
10 p.m.: 2022 World 
Junior Championships 
USA vs. Finland. NHL 


Patriots 


from Page 1 


Jones to do it. He couldn’t. 
And now the Patriots have 
to contend with every other 
team begging them to do the 
same thing. 

Can the Pats beat a good 
team when they fall behind 
early? Is their quarterback 
good enough, and smart 
enough, and instinctive 
enough to make it happen? 

And there’s a second way 
to look at Saturday’s game: 
Jones handled adversity well. 

Even after he had thrown 
interceptions in three 
attempts on back-to-back 
possessions to end the second 
quarter and begin the third, 
even when his team was 
down 20-0 entering the 
fourth, Jones didn’t fold. 

He actually played his best 
football in the fourth quarter, 
which he began by extend- 
ing the play with smooth 
footwork in the pocket, then 
stepped up and found Henry 
on a crossing route to his left 
for a12-yard touchdown. 

His next possession came 
after Devin McCourty inter- 
cepted Carson Wentz near 
midfield and Jones drove the 
Pats down inside the 10-yard 
line only to come up short. 
Then Bill Belichick decided 
to kick a field goal, a debat- 
able choice with the Pats 
down 20-7. 

With the Pats down 20-10 


Knicks head coach Tom Thibodeau calls to 


MARY SCHWALM/AP 


KNICKS 
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his team during the first half against the Celtics on Saturday in Boston. 





A change of season 


Fans facing Christmas 
adjustment should COVID 
affect holiday schedule 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Dear Knicks fans 
and MSG staffers, Omicron and the 
NBA’s TV contract may screw up your 
Christmas. 

The league sent out a memo Tues- 
day informing teams scheduled for 
the five Christmas games to prepare 
for a possible time change. The fear 
is the virus outbreak will force a post- 
ponement, and the memo stated the 
league’s priority is to fill the ABC 
timeslots at 2:30 p.m., 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

The Knicks host the Hawks in the 
first Christmas game at noon, leaving 
their matchup as a candidate to get 
pushed back if a later game is post- 


NETS 


poned. Another option would be to 
move the Mavericks-Jazz from 10 p.m. 
to an earlier tipoff. 

Games currently in the primetime 
slots are Celtics-Bucks (2:30 p.m.), 
Warriors-Suns (5 p.m.) and Nets-Lak- 
ers (8 p.m.). 

In the memo, the league stated it 
may change a tipoff time as late as 
Christmas Eve but not on Christ- 
mas. Of course, the league believes 
and hopes that no Christmas games 
will be postponed as rosters stricken 
with COVID-19 infections can be 
filled with hardship exemption sign- 
ings. The Knicks, for instance, have 
already signed three players to 10-day 
contracts since Saturday. 

Seven NBA games have been post- 
poned this season, including five this 
week as the Omicron variant swept 
through the country. Swapping tipoff 
times fulfills TV contracts but would 
obviously be a major headache to any 


fans who purchased tickets around 
their Christmas plans. There’s also the 
logistical nightmare of informing MSG 
workers on short notice they’re needed 
at a different time on Christmas. 

There’s already guaranteed to be a 
diminished product on the court. Six 
Knicks are currently in COVID-19 
protocols, including RJ Barrett, Obi 
Toppin and Immanuel Quickley. The 
Hawks are also decimated with Trae 
Young, Clint Capela and Danilo Galli- 
nari all testing positive within the last 
three days. 

It could resemble more of a 
G-League matchup than a marquee 
Christmas NBA game. 

Commissioner Adam Silver 
declared Tuesday the league has no 
plans to pause the season but brought 
up the possibility of shortening the 
time in COVID protocols for players 
who are asymptomatic and vacci- 
nated. 


Stephen A. Smith: Club cowards for bringing Irving back 





New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — You 
never want to go too far in 
attempting to read some- 
one’s mind, especially 
when that person spouts 
their thoughts for a living. 
But it seems safe to say that 
at some point the phrase 
“my Flu Game” was rattling 
around Stephen A. Smith’s 
brain on Tuesday morning, 
when the ESPN personal- 
ity announced that he had 
COVID before going almost 
directly into a lengthy rant 
about Kyrie Irving. 

Smith, with his voice 
fading, said he had two 


and 3:48 left on the clock, 
Jones drove them 82 yards 
in 1:27. He threw perhaps 
his boldest throw of his 
young career as he stepped 
into pressure and lobbed 
one down the the middle 
of the field to N’Keal Harry. 
It wasn’t quite a 50-50 ball, 
since Harry had inside posi- 
tion, but Jones’ trust in 
his 6-foot-4 receiver was 
rewarded witha 43-yard gain. 

Three plays later, Jones 
fired a dart between two line- 
backers for another touch- 
down to Henry that put the 
Pats down just three points. 

Jones’ final possession 
with the Pats down 27-17 
was a dud, but he had shown 
enough to earn some respect 
and perhaps some trust after 
his ugly first three quarters. 

The question that 
remained to start the week, 
and will surely linger 
throughout the season and 
postseason is this: Is the Patri- 
ots quarterback equipped to 
beat the high-scoring teams 
of the AFC when he has to 
throw the ball more than 30 
times a game? 

In the Pats’ nine wins, 
Jones has averaged just 26 
attempts. 

In their five losses, he’s 
averaged 39 attempts. 

This isn’t exactly ground- 
breaking as most teams run 
more when ahead and throw 
more when trailing, but it’s a 
reminder that Jones hasn’t 
had to work very hard when 


shots of the Pfizer vaccine 
and was tested after getting 
an endoscopy over the 
weekend, which he had 
been delaying his booster 
shot for. He said that he’d 
likely be off the air the rest 
of the week and over the 
holidays, but wanted to do 
his show remotely for his 
highest purpose: crushing 
Kyrie Irving and the Nets. 

“It’s one of the most 
shameful things they 
could’ve ever done,’ Smith 
said of the Nets’ pathetic 
and foolhardy decision 
to bring back Irving after 
banishing him for two 
months. 


Smith, who has spent the 
last eight months calling for 
sweeping vaccine mandates 
in sports, laughed at the 
idea of bending rules for 
the mercurial and unvacci- 
nated point guard. “One of 
the last people in the world 
who’s worth it is Kyrie 
Irving,” he said. 

“To make this capitula- 
tion, to make this conces- 
sion, for HIM, who by the 
way was away from basket- 
ball for ten months before 
coming back for two weeks 
last year, and then the riots 
at the U.S. Capitol took place 
and he was traumatized 
and needed time away from 


basketball ... Didn’t give back 
the money mind you, didn’t 
give back the money, still 
expected to be paid,” he said. 
“The fact that they reversed 
course on this is egregious, 
and disgusting to be quite 
honest with you... 

“The Brooklyn Nets will 
rue the day they made this 
decision.” 

Fine points all, but maybe 
not worth calling into work 
while sick with what he 
called the “omnicrom” 
variant. Smith did the full 
show, discussing Jake Paul’s 
knockout of Tyron Woodley 
and Anthony Davis’ knee 


injury. 
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Patriots quarterback Mac 
Jones attempts to pass while 
under pressure from the 
Colts defense on Saturday 

in Indianapolis. Jones threw 
two interceptions in the 27-17 
loss. ZACH BOLINGER/AP 


things are going well. 

But debating Jones’ perfor- 
mance on Saturday doesn’t 
have to be a black-and-white 
argument. 

It’s OK to admit that Jones 
played like a rookie. It doesn’t 
take away from the fact that 
he bounced backin the fourth 
quarter and made some 
better throws. 

Both sides of the argument 
can be true. 

It’ll be easy to forget if 
Jones continues to improve 
and plays better against the 
Bills on Sunday. 

Otherwise, the diagnosis 
will be the same: rookie pains. 


Giants 


from Page 1 


does not mean risking rein- 
jury. Judge said Monday 
that he has “seen enough 
growth from Daniel to tell 
us that he’s a guy we want 
to go ahead and play with.” 

Though he wouldn’t 
get into specifics about 
whether the team will exer- 
cise its fifth-year option 
on Jones in the spring — 
thereby keeping him under 
contract through the 2023 
season — Judge made it 
clear that he believes in 
Jones. 

Whether the team still 
believes in Judge and 
general manager Dave 
Gettleman remains to be 
seen. 

Gettleman, who has 
presided over four straight 
losing seasons and has 
failed to build the roster 
into a playoff-worthy 
group, is almost surely out. 

The most likely scenario: 
The 70-year-old announces 
his retirement after the 
season. If he declines that 
option, the only other 
choice is for president and 
co-owner John Mara to fire 
him, because his body of 
work has been woeful. 

Judge remains a wild 
card because Mara would 


prefer not to move on from 
a coach after two years for 
a third straight time. But 
there is a case to be made 
that Judge, 4-10 this season 
and 10-20 since taking the 
job in 2020, is not the right 
man. 

He promised a team that 
would represent the grit 
and toughness of the New 
York metropolitan area, but 
the team’s performance has 
simply not been up to par. 
And the fans whom Judge 
has vowed to represent are 
showing up less and less 
to games. See Sunday’s 
Dallas-heavy crowd for 
the Giants’ 21-6 loss as an 
example. 

But hey, at least the 
Giants had a giveaway of 
a medium-size Pepsi to 
patrons on hand. 

(Insert eyeroll emoji 
here.) 

Perhaps having Jones 
in and not Mike Glennon 
might have made it acloser 
game. Or perhaps not; with 
Jones, the offense averaged 
less than 20 points. Not all 
his fault, for sure. His offen- 
sive line isn’t so hot, and 
much of his receiving corps 
has been hurt. 

It is fine to have Jones 
back in 2022, but it also 
is a must that the Giants 
bolster the position. They 
likely will have two top-10 


ONLINE: More NFL coverage at courant.com/sports 


BRUINS 


Hits keep 
coming as 
Carlo enters 


protocol; 
Zboril lost 


By Steve Conroy 
Boston Herald 


BOSTON — The Bruins 
season may be officially on 
pause, but the team contin- 
ued to make news on Tues- 
day. A lot of it was not very 
good. 

The team announced that 
defenseman Jakub Zboril, 
the 2015 first-round pick 
who had made solid strides 
to becoming an everyday 
NHLer, had undergone knee 
surgery for the torn ACL he 
suffered in a game in Nash- 
ville on Dec. 2. 

Also, defenseman Bran- 
don Carlo became the 10th 
Bruin player to enter the 
NHL’s COVID protocol. 
With the two staffers also 
in protocol, that makes it an 
even dozen. 

On the bright side, coach 
Bruce Cassidy said every- 
one in protocol is feeling 
relatively healthy and he 
expects that he’ll be getting 
some players back when (or 
if?) the B’s season restarts on 
Dec. 27 against Pittsburgh 
at the Garden. The B’s next 
scheduled game is on Dec. 
29 at Ottawa, and Canada 
requires a 14-day waiting 
period after a testing posi- 
tive, which will cost the B’s 
afew players. 

“T haven’t talked to every- 
body every day, but nobody’s 
become severely ill,” said 
Cassidy. “A couple of guys 
had a few symptoms. Other 
guys, none. But I anticipate 
everybody that is eligible 
that meets that 10 days, or I 
understand you can test out 
if you have a couple of nega- 
tives (two negative tests 24 
hours apart), then they will 
join us on the ice on the 26th 
for practice and then on the 
27th at home for Pittsburgh.” 

As of now, it appears 
that Taylor Hall and Curtis 
Lazar, who tested positive 
on Dec. 18, and Carlo would 
not be eligible to return for 
the Pittsburgh game. 

Cassidy said that from 
both a mental and physical 
health standpoint, he hopes 
the isolation period for 
players and staffers going 
through it will not be as 
challenging as it was a year 
ago, thanks to the vaccines. 

“It’s different than a year 
ago. The vaccine wasn’t 
available, nor were boosters, 
so you were seeing alot more 
hospitalizations, so you were 
worried about guys interact- 
ing with anybody. Now the 
guys, all our players and staff 
are vaccinated, so I feel like 
that has a lot to do with why 
guys aren’t requiring hospi- 
talization or extended stays 
where they’re not able to get 
up and move around,’ said 
Cassidy. “I think that’s the 
one thing that’s better from 
a year ago.” 


picks in next year’s draft, 
and they should not hesi- 
tate to use one of them ona 
quarterback if they are sold 
on him. It’s not considered 
a quality class, but it’s still 
early in the process. And 
if there is a quarterback 
lower down who has devel- 
opmental possibilities, then 
consider it. Build the posi- 
tion. 

This is not the time to 
give Jones carte blanche, 
because we have seen 
enough to know that he is 
not elite and doesn’t have 
the talent to get to that level 
in the coming years. 

Gettleman was criticized 
for overdrafting Jones at 
No. 6 overall, and the fact 
that the quarterback is 
12-25 with an 84.3 rating 
in his time as the starter 
shows that criticism is 
warranted. 

He can be a serviceable 
player and, with the right 
talent around him, can be 
a playoff-caliber quarter- 
back — but not achampion- 
ship-caliber quarterback. 
Besides, this team is way 
more than a quarter- 
back away from being a 
contender. 

It’s good news that Jones 
still can be in their plans. 

But it would be a fool’s 
errand not to try to find 
another quarterback. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Brooklyn 21 9 .700 — 
Philadelphia 16 15 516 5% 
Boston 15 16 .484 6% 
Toronto 14 15 .483 6% 
New York 13 17 .433 8 
SOUTHEAST W LL PCT GB 
Miami 18 13 .581 — 
Washington 16 15 .516 2 
Charlotte 16 17 .485 3 
Atlanta 14 15 .483 3 
Orlando 6 25 .194 12 
CENTRAL W LL PCT GB 
Chicago 19 10 .655 — 
Cleveland 19 12 .613 1 
Milwaukee 19 13 .594 1% 
Indiana 13 18 .419 7 
Detroit 5 24 .172 14 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST Ww LL PCT’ GB 
Memphis 19 13 .594 — 
Dallas 14 15 .483 3% 
San Antonio 12 18 .400 6 
Houston 10 21 .323 8% 
New Orleans 10 21 .323 8% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 21 9 .700 — 
Denver 15 14 .517 5% 
Minnesota 15 15 .500 6 
Portland 13 18 .419 8% 
Oklahoma City 10 19 .345 10% 
PACIFIC W LL PCT’ GB 
Phoenix 24 5 .828 — 
Golden State 25 6 .806 — 
L.A. Clippers 16 15 .516 9 
L.A. Lakers 16 15 .516 9 
Sacramento 13 19 .406 12% 
TUESDAY’S RESULTS 


Detroit at New York, late 
Indiana at Miami, late 
Portland at New Orleans, late 
Minnesota at Dallas, late 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, late 
Washington at Brooklyn, ppd 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Boston, 7:30p.m. 
Orlando at Atlanta, 7:30p.m. 
Denver at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
Houston at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
Toronto at Chicago, 8p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, 10p.m. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Philadelphia 108, Boston 103 
Chicago 133, Houston 118 
Oklahoma City 102, Memphis 99 
Utah 112, Charlotte 102 

Golden State 113, Sacramento 98 
San Antonio 116, L.A. Clippers 92 
Orlando at Toronto, ppd 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Liverpool vs. Leeds, 7:30a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Burnley vs. Everton, 10a.m. 

Man City vs. Leicester, 10a.m. 
Norwich vs. Arsenal, 10a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Crystal Palace, 10a.m. 
West Ham vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Chelsea, 12:30p.m. 
Brighton vs. Brentford, 3p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL WEDNESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Valparaiso 14. ~=William & Mary 
atTexasTech 18% E. Washington 
at Northern lowa 1'2 Liberty 
Wofford 22 at Duquesne 
at UCSB 142 Idaho State 
at Minnesota 16% Green Bay 
at UC Davis OV Portland 


at San Francisco 11 


Southern Illinois 


at Charlotte 8% Western Carolina 
at Stanford 1 Wyoming 
at Mercer 62 Troy 
at California 9 Pacific (Calif.) 
at Kentucky 10% Western Kentucky 


at West Virginia 16 Youngstown State 


at Tennessee v2 


Arizona 


at Chattanooga 10 Middle Tennessee 


at Old Dominion 3 


Charleston (SC) 


at Indiana 17 Northern Kentucky 
at Georgia 2¥2 _E. Tennessee St. 
at North Dakota St.162 North Dakota 
Western Illinois 11% at Omaha 
at South Dakota 2% UMKC 
NBA WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U§ UNDERDOG 
at Atlanta off (off) Orlando 
at Boston off (off) Cleveland 
at Chicago off (off) Toronto 
Denver 5¥% (214%) at Okla. City 
at Milwaukee off (off) Houston 
at Sacramento off (off) LAClippers 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL WEDNESDAY 


FAVORITE sP 


Armed Forces Bowl 


Army 3V2 


Frisco Football Classic 


Miami (Ohio) 2% 
Gasparilla Bowl 


0O/U UNDERDOG 
Wednesday 
Missouri 
Thursday 
(54%) North Texas 


(5812) 


Florida 6% (56) UCF 
Hawaii Bowl Friday 
Memphis 8¥%2 (56) Hawaii 
Camellia Bowl Saturday 
Georgia State 5% (50%) Ball State 
Quick Lane Bowl Monday 
W Michigan 6% (57) Nevada 
Military Bowl 

Boston College 3 (51) EastCarolina 
Birmingham Bowl Tuesday 
Auburn 242 (51%) Houston 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Louisville % (552) Air Force 
Liberty Bowl 

Mississippi St. 9 (59%) Texas Tech 
Holiday Bowl 

NC State 1% (60) UCLA 


Guaranteed Rate Bowl 


Minnesota 4 
Fenway Bowl 
Virginia 2 
Pinstripe Bowl 
Maryland 2" 
Cheez-Iit Bowl 
Clemson WA 
Alamo Bowl 
Oklahoma 42 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
North Carolina 9 
Music City Bowl 
Tennessee 4 
Peach Bowl 
Michigan State 2/2 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Wisconsin 7 
Gator Bowl 

Texas A&M 5 
Sun Bowl 

Miami 22 
Arizona Bowl 


Boise State 8 


(45/2) West Virginia 


Wednesday, Dec. 29 


(701%) SMU 


(55) Virginia Tech 


(4412) Clemson 


(612) Oregon 

Thursday, Dec. 30 
(58/2) South Carolina 
(63) Purdue 
(57) Pittsburgh 
(42) Arizona State 


Friday, Dec. 31 
(58) Wake Forest 


(59) Wash. St. 


(55%) C. Michigan 


CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


(58) Cincinnati 


(47/2) Michigan 

Saturday, Jan. 1 
(46/2) Arkansas 
(45’2)Oklahoma St. 
(4412) lowa 
(66) Utah 
(55) Mississippi 


Tuesday, Jan. 4 
(47) LSU 


Alabama 13 
CFP Semifinal Orange Bowl 
Georgia Ta 
Outback Bowl 
Penn State 2 
Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 2 
Citrus Bowl 
Kentucky 22 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 6 
Sugar Bowl 

Baylor 1 
Texas Bowl 
Kansas State 2% 
NFL WEEK 16 


FAVORITE SP 


SanFrancisco 3 
atGreenBay 7% 
at Arizona 2 
at New England 21% 
LA Rams 22 
at Atlanta 3 


at Cincinnati 2% 
at Philadelphia 9% 
Tampa Bay 11 
at NY Jets 2" 
LAChargers 9% 
at Seattle F 4 

at Las Vegas 2 

at Kansas City 10 
at Dallas 10 


at New Orleans 3 


THURSDAY 
O/U UNDERDOG 
(4412) at Tennessee 

SATURDAY 
(45%) Cleveland 
(49/2) Indianapolis 


(4412) 
(49) at Minnesota 
(43) Detroit 
(44%) Baltimore 
(42%2) NY Giants 
(44) at Carolina 
(42) Jacksonville 
(46%) atHouston 


(4312) Chicago 
(42) Denver 
(46%) Pittsburgh 
(472) Washington 

MONDAY 
(39) Miami 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 


Tampa Bay 29 19 6 42 94 T7 


4 
Toronto 30 20 82 42 98 76 
Florida 29 18 74 40 104 87 
Detroit 31 15 13 3 33 88 104 
Boston 26 1410 2 30 71 69 
Buffalo 30 10 15 5 25 82 104 
Ottawa 28 9172 20 79 101 
Montreal 31 7213 17 #=67 109 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 29 21 71 43 95 62 
Washington 3118 6/7 43 108 81 
N.Y.Rangers 30 19 7 4 42 86 77 
Pittsburgh 3017 85 39 91 76 
Columbus 281413 1 29 91 95 
Philadelphia 29 12 12 5 29 77 95 
New Jersey 3010155 25 82 105 
N.Y. Islanders26 8126 22 57 77 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Minnesota 3019 92 40 112 92 
Nashville 30 19 10 1 39 89 79 
St. Louis 3117 95 39 106 85 
Colorado 27 17 82 36 115 91 
Winnipeg 30 1411 5 33 90 87 
Dallas 29 1512 2 32 82 85 
Chicago 30 1115 4 26 72 97 
Arizona 29 6212 14 56 109 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 31 20 11 0 40 111 94 
Anaheim 32 17 96 40 103 89 
Calgary 28 15 76 36 87 62 
Edmonton 29 18 11 0 36 101 90 
LosAngeles 30 14115 33 80 79 
San Jose 30 15 14 1 31 78 85 
Vancouver 311415 2 30 81 90 
Seattle 30 10 17 3 23 84 108 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Tampa Bay at Vegas, late 
Washington at Philadelphia, ppd 
Carolina at Boston, ppd 

New Jersey at Pittsburgh, ppd 
St. Louis at Ottawa, ppd 
Winnipeg at Nashville, ppd 
Florida at Chicago, ppd 
Anaheim at Calgary, ppd 
Arizona at Seattle, ppd 
Vancouver at San Jose, ppd 


WED.-THU.: Games postponed 
FRI.-SUN.: No games, holiday break 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Dallas 7, Minnesota 4 
Columbus at Buffalo, ppd 
Montreal at N.Y. Islanders, ppd 
Colorado at Detroit, ppd 
Anaheim at Edmonton, ppd 


Loto] BB = c) =a -7.N-) qa - 7.1 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Baylor (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Northwestern St., Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

2. Duke (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Virginia Tech, Wednesday. 

3. Purdue (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Nicholls, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 

4. Gonzaga (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
N. Alabama, Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

5. UCLA (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 
6 Arizona, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

6. Arizona (11-0) did not play. Next: at 
#19 Tennessee, Wednesday. 

7. Kansas (9-1) at Colorado, ccd. Next: 
vs. Harvard, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 

8. Southern Cal (12-0) vs. Oklahoma St, 
ccd.. Next: vs. Arizona St., Thu., Dec. 30. 
9. lowa State (12-0) vs. Chicago St. 
79-48. Next: vs. #1 Baylor, Jan. 1. 

10. Alabama (9-3) lost to Davidson 79-78. 
Next: vs. #19 Tennessee, Wed, Dec. 29. 
11. Michigan St. (10-2) beat Oakland 
90-78. Next: vs. High Point, Dec. 29. 

12. Auburn (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Murray State, Wednesday. 

13. Houston (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas State, Wednesday. 

14. Ohio State (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

15. Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. Next: 
at DePaul, Thursday. 

16. Texas (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Alabama St., Wednesday. 

17. LSU (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Lipscomb, Wednesday. 

18. Xavier (11-2) lost to #23 Villanova 
71-58. Next: vs. UConn, Tue., Dec. 28. 
19. Tennessee (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. #6 Arizona, Wednesday. 

20. Kentucky (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Missouri, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 

21. Colorado State (10-0) did not play. 
Next: at New Mexico, Tuesday, Dec. 28. 
22. Providence (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Georgetown, Wednesday. 

23. Villanova (8-4) beat Xavier 71-58. 
Next: vs. Temple, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 
24. Wisconsin (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Morgan State, Thursday. 

25. Texas Tech (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. E. Washington, Wednesday. 


TUESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Marymount 107, Centenary (NJ) 86 
Merrimack 49, Maine 47 

Pittsburgh 64, Jacksonville 55 
Susquehanna 117, Ursinus 111 
SOUTH 

East Carolina 68, Southern Miss. 67 
NC A&T 88, Mid-Atlantic Christian 63 
SC State 75, Charleston Southern 65 
Samford 75, Mississippi 73 
Tennessee St. 108, Campbellsville 66 
UNC-Asheville 114, M Buffaloes 54 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 129, Carlow 50 

Calvin 76, Texas Lutheran 74, OT 
Illinois St. 81, UTSA 64 

Miami (Ohio) 80, Spalding 56 

North Central College 84, Kalamazoo 73 
Ohio 85, SC-Upstate 70 

Olivet 91, Hanover 87 

Wis.-Stout 108, Finlandia 75 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St. 88, Lyon College 66 
Jacksonville St. 87, UALR 67 

Texas A&M 80, Northwestern St. 61 
WEST 

CS Bakersfield 61, Dartmouth 57 
Pacific Lutheran 68, UC Santa Cruz 62 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (12-0) beat #2 Stan- 
ford 65-61. Next: at Missouri, Dec. 30. 
2. Stanford (8-2) vs. #1 South Carolina. 
Next: at Washington, Friday, Dec. 31. 

3. Louisville (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Boston College, Thursday, Dec. 30. 
4. Arizona (10-0) did not play. Next: at 
Southern Cal, Friday, Dec. 31. 

5. NC State (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
Clemson, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

6. Maryland (10-3) beat Coppin St. 
98-52. Next: at Illinois, Thu., Dec. 30. 

7. Tennessee (10-1) beat ETSU 112-58. 
Next: vs. Chattanooga, Monday. 

8. Indiana (9-2) vs. Wright St, ccd.. 
Next: vs. S. Illinois, Thursday. 

9. Michigan (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. E. Michigan, Wednesday. 

10. Baylor (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Houston Baptist, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 
11. UConn (6-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Marquette, Wednesday, Dec. 29. 

12. Texas (8-1) did not play. Next: at 
Princeton, Wednesday. 

13. Georgia (11-1) beat S. Alabama 
89-50. Next: vs. #21 LSU, Thu., Dec. 30. 
13. lowa State (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Sunday, Jan. 2. 

15. lowa (6-3) lost to IUPUI 74-73. Next: 
at Penn St., Thursday, Dec. 30. 

16. Duke (10-1) beat Charleston Southern 
78-35. Next: at Va. Tech, Thu., Dec. 30. 

17. Georgia Tech (10-2) beat Boston U. 
78-49. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thu., Dec. 30. 
18. South Florida (9-4) lost to Mississippi 
61-53. Next: vs. Jacksonville, Dec. 29. 

19. BYU (9-1) at Montana St. Next: at 
San Diego, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

20. Notre Dame (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. DePaul, Wednesday. 

21. LSU (11-1) beat Texas Tech 74-60. 
Next: vs. Samford, Monday. 

22. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. Next: at 
Auburn, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

23. Texas A&M (10-2) beat UTSA 77-51. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thu., Dec. 30. 

24. Ohio St. (9-2) beat San Diego St. 
66-54 Next: at #9 Michigan, Fri, Dec. 31. 
25. North Carolina (11-0) beat Alabama 
St. 83-47. Next: vs. Syracuse, Dec. 30. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
NewEngland 9 5 0. .643 367 227 
Buffalo 8 6 0. .571 394 243 
Miami 7 7 OO .500 285 312 
e-N.Y. Jets 3.11 OO .214 250 428 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 9 5 0 .643 337 309 
Indianapolis 8 6 0 - .571 398 300 
e-Houston 3.11 O .214 207 372 
e-Jacksonville 2 12 0 .143 196 370 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Baltimore 8 6 0. .571 334 315 
Cincinnati 8 6 0. .571 369 303 
Pittsburgh 7 6 1. .536 291 335 
Cleveland 7 7 O- .500 292 305 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
KansasCity 10 4 0. .714 385 296 
L.A.Chargers 8 6 0 .571 379 370 
Denver 7 7 O- .500 285 243 
Las Vegas 7 7 OO .500 299 374 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Dallas 10 4 0O. .714 401 293 
Philadelphia 6 7 O .462 337 291 
Washington 6 7 0. .462 266 324 
N.Y. Giants 4 10 0O .286 238 331 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
TampaBay 10 4 0. .714 410 306 
New Orleans 7 7 0O- .500 313 285 
Atlanta 6 8 0. .429 258 384 
Carolina 5 9 OQ. .357 271 313 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-GreenBay 11 3 0 .786 359 302 
Minnesota 7 7 +O .500 361 342 
Chicago 4 10 0 .286 240 349 
e-Detroit 2 11 1 .179 243 366 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Arizona 10 4 O .714 378 284 
L.A. Rams 9 4 0 .692 366 293 
SanFrancisco 8 6 0 .571 360 314 
Seattle 5 8 0. .385 272 262 


e-eliminated from playoffs 
y-clinched division 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Seattle at L.A. Rams, late 
Washington at Philadelphia, late 
THURSDAY’S GAME 

San Francisco at Tennessee, 8:20p.m. 
SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Green Bay, 4:30p.m. 
Indianapolis at Arizona, 8:15p.m. 
SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
Buffalo at New England, 1p.m. 
Detroit at Atlanta, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 1p.m. 
L.A. Chargers at Houston, 1p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1p.m. 
Chicago at Seattle, 4:05p.m. 
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:25p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 4:25p.m. 
Washington at Dallas, 8:20p.m. 
MONDAY’S GAME 

Miami at New Orleans, 8:15p.m. 


LATE MONDAY: 

LAS VEGAS 16, CLEVELAND 14 

Las Vegas 7 3 0 6 — 16 
Cleveland 0 0 7 7 — 14 
First Quarter 

Las: Edwards 5pass from Carr (D.Carl- 
son kick), 3:41. 

Second Quarter 

Las: FG D.Carlson 24, :56. 

Third Quarter 

Cle: Chubb 4 run (McLaughlin kick), 4:33. 
Fourth Quarter 

Las: FG D.Carlson 40, 14:46. 

Cle: Bryant 6pass from Mullens 
(McLaughlin kick), 3:45. 

Las: FG D.Carlson 48, :00. 


TEAM STATS LVR CLE 
First downs 20 13 
Total net yards 328 236 
Rushes-yards 25-98 24-89 
Passing 230 147 
Punt returns 4-31 1-20 
Kickoff returns 2-37 1-24 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-7 
Comp-att-int 25-38-1 20-30-0 
Sacked-yards lost 2-6 0-0 
Punts 4-44.25 7-44.714 
Fumbles-lost 5-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 7-64 3-61 
Time of possession 33:24 26:36 


RUSHING: Las, Jacobs 15-52, Barber 
5-34, Carr 3-7, Mariota 1-3, Leavitt 1-2. 
Cle, Chubb 23-91, D.Johnson 1-(-2). 
PASSING: Las, Carr 25-38-1-236. Cle, 
Mullens 20-30-0-147. 

RECEIVING: Las, Moreau 7-65, Jones 
6-67, Jacobs 3-42, Renfrow 3-32, 
Edwards 3-8, Barber 1-12, Jackson 1-11, 
Helm 1-(-1). Cle, Peoples-Jones 4-48, 
D.Johnson 4-17, Njoku 3-29, Higgins 3-24, 
Felton 3-16, Bryant 2-11, Chubb 1-2. 
MISSED FG: Cle, McLaughlin 47. 


LATE MONDAY: 

MINNESOTA 17, CHICAGO 9 
Minnesota 7 3 7 O0O = 17 
Chicago 03 06+ 9 
First Quarter 


Min: Jefferson 12pass from Cousins 
(G.Joseph kick), 5:03. 

Second Quarter 

Min: FG G.Joseph 37, 13:28. 

Chi: FG Santos 34, 1:33. 

Third Quarter 

Min: Smith-Marsette 7pass from Cous- 
ins (G.Joseph kick), 5:51. 

Fourth Quarter 

Chi: Horsted 19pass from Fields, :00. 


TEAM STATS MIN CHI 
First downs 13 24 
Total net yards 193 370 
Rushes-yards 33-132 28-115 
Passing 61 255 
Punt returns 3-16 3-5 
Kickoff returns 2-51 2-61 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-27 
Comp-att-int 12-24-1 26-39-0 
Sacked-yards lost 4-26 3-30 
Punts 7-42.143 3-53.667 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 4-3 
Penalties-yards 7-54 9-91 
Time of possession 30:45 29:15 


RUSHING: Minnesota, Cook 28-89, 
Nwangwu 3-33, Cousins 2-10. Chicago, 
Montgomery 18-60, Fields 7-35, Grant 
2-17, Mooney 1-3. 

PASSING: Minnesota, Cousins 12-24-1- 
87. Chicago, Fields 26-39-0-285. 
RECEIVING: Minnesota, Jefferson 
4-47, Osborn 3-21, Cook 2-2, Conklin 
1-7, Smith-Marsette 1-7, Ham 1-3. 
Chicago, Kmet 6-71, Mooney 5-63, Byrd 
5-62, Montgomery 5-23, Herbert 3-34, 
Horsted 1-19, J.Graham 1-13. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Chicago, Bush 1-27. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS: Chi, Santos 49. 


lof o] HB = c) = foley -7.\ EE 


UPCOMING BOWLS 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38 

Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

#24 UTSA (12-1) vs. S. Diego St. (11-2), late 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Missouri (6-6) vs. Army (8-3), 8p.m. 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (7-5) vs. N. Texas (6-6), 3:30p.m. 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF (8-4) vs. Florida (6-6), 7p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAME 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), 8p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAME 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Ball State (6-6) vs. Ga. St. (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


MONDAY, DEC. 27 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Nevada (8-4) vs. W. Mich. (7-5), 1la.m. 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Bos Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 28 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#21 Houston (11-2) vs. Auburn (6-6), noon 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force (9-3) vs. Louisville (6-6), 3:15 p.m. 
Liberty Bowl, emphis, Tenn. 

Miss St. (7-5) vs. TX Tech (6-6), 6:45p.m. 
Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), 8p.m. 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota (8-4) vs. W. Va (6-6), 10:15 p.m. 
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Tiger Woods fist-bumps his 12-year-old son Charlie during the PNC Championship on Sunday. 
Woods played his first competitive golf since February’s horrific car crash. SCOTT AUDETTE/AP 


COMMENTARY 


Woods OK taking 
cautious approach 


After inspiring weekend, he’s 
quick to temper expectations 


By Doug Ferguson 


Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Fla. — The moment offered 
great hope for the immediate future of Tiger 
Woods. 

Golf had gone all year without his blaz- 
ing red shirt on Sunday and suddenly it had 
two of them. Woods and 12-year-old son 
Charlie, decked out just like Dad, headed 
down the 18th fairway tied for the lead in 
the PNC Championship, and for amoment 
the unthinkable seemed possible. 

Winning — no matter that it was a scram- 
ble — in his first tournament in the 10 
months since a car crash that mangled his 
right leg? 

But then Woods missed the green to the 
right, both chipped too strong trying to hole 
it for eagle, both missed birdie putts and par 
was never going to be enough. The cham- 
pionship belt went to John Daly and his 
college son. 

The words asked for restraint. 

“No, no, no, no,” Woods said with a smile. 

The topic was an observation from Matt 
Kuchar, who played with Woods in the final 
round and suggested that walking aside, his 
game and swing looked ready for the PGA 
Tour. 

“T totally disagree. I’m not at that level. I 
can’t compete against these guys right now. 
No,” Woods said. 

For those keeping track, that was his fifth 
“No.” 

“It’s going to take a lot of work to get to 
where I feel I can complete against these 
guys and be at a high level,” Woods said, and 
then he was gone. 

He at least ended the year on an uplift- 
ing note. 

This might not seem like much, but it 
was the 26th consecutive year that Woods 
played at least one tournament as a pro. 
That didn’t seem likely after images of 
his crumpled SUV at the bottom of a hill 
in the Los Angeles suburbs and words like 
“comminuted open fractures,” medical 
speak for a bone broken in at least three 
places that broke through the skin. 

Woods also has said amputation was on 
the table. Word on the medical street is the 
“Tiger Woods of doctors” were on duty 
when he was brought in. Lucky man. 

And then 10 months later, he and his son 
played bogey-free (that was one of their 
goals) and had a great time (that was the 


IN BRIEF 


other goal), finished at 25-under par in 36 
holes, made 11 straight birdies and nearly 
won the tournament. 

“The competitive juices, they are never 
going to go away,” Woods said. “This is my 
environment. This is what I’ve done my 
entire life. ’m just so thankful to be able to 
have this opportunity to do it again.” 

Golf doesn’t often make the front of 
sports pages, and never in December. 

Welcome back, Tiger. 

And so the next step, naturally, was to 
wonder when he would return. Woods 
doesn’t know. 

The second question is where, another 
mystery. 

Woods is forever linked with the Masters, 
where he delivered a watershed moment in 
golf history with his 12-shot victory in 1997 
at age 21, and where he returned from four 
back surgeries to win a fifth green jacket 
in 2019. 

The first round of the 2022 Masters is 
107 days away, and Woods said he never 
took a day off during rehab. So who knows? 
But walking is a big part of playing, and 
Woods was in cart at the PNC Champi- 
onship. Augusta National is the prettiest 
garden and the toughest walk. 

Southern Hills, the site of the 2022 PGA 
Championship, is a fairly easy walk, once 
players get down the massive slope from 
the first tee, meaning they eventually have 
to go back up. 

The steepest climb at St. Andrews, which 
is holding the 2022 British Open, is getting 
out of the pot bunkers. (Woods didn’t hit 
into any of them when he won by eight 
shots as a 24-year-old in 2000.) 

About all Woods knows concerning his 
future is that he won’t be playing a full 
schedule ever again. He will have to pick the 
spots. “And even then,” he said, “my body 
might not cooperate.” 

Justin Thomas sees more of him than 
any other player, and he was alongside for 
the opening round when Woods stuffed a 
towering 4-iron from 220 yards to 8 feet, 
and when Woods outdrove the 28-year-old 
on the 11th hole. 

“Tn terms of hitting shots and all that stuff, 
he’s not that far away,’ Thomas said. “But in 
terms of being able to compete and walk 72 
holes multiple weeks in a row? Yeah, that’s 
a different story. And he’s the only one that 
can answer that.” 

One answer could be found in his easy 
smile when it was over. Woods doesn’t smile 
often when he finishes second. But this was 
simply about playing with his son. He was 
happy with that. 


NHL to withdraw from Olympics 


News services 


The NHL will announce on Wednes- 
day that it’s pulling out of the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing after the regular-sea- 
son schedule was disrupted by coronavirus 
outbreaks, according to reports. 

On Tuesday, the league informed the 
players’ association that it was retaining its 
right to withdraw from Olympic participa- 
tion because there was a material disrup- 
tion to the season. 

With 50 games already postponed, there 
was a fear the NHL would be unable to 
complete a full 82-game season while also 
taking a break of more than two weeks in 
February for the Olympics. 


Baseball: The Yankees finalized manager 
Aaron Boone’s coaching staff for 2022 with 
new additions that include former Mets 
manager Luis Rojas, who will serve as third 
base coach and coach the outfield. ... MLB 
payrolls dropped 4% in 2021 compared 
to the league’s last full season, and the 
$4.05 billion total was the lowest in a fully 
completed year since 2015. 


College football: Former USC QB Kedon 
Slovis will transfer to Pittsburgh. Slovis 
entered his junior season as a Heisman 
Trophy contender but he struggled, passing 
for 2,153 yards with 11 TDs and eight INTs in 
nine games before suffering a season-end- 
ing leg injury. ... Former Georgia RB Jahmyr 


Gibbs will transfer to Alabama. Gibbs ran 
for 746 yards and four TDs as asophomore 
this season. He also caught 35 passes for 
465 yards and two scores. ... Former Ohio 
State QB Jack Miller will transfer to Florida. 
Miller saw limited action as a redshirt soph- 
omore this season. He was suspended Nov. 
5 for allegedly operating a vehicle while 
impaired. 


NFL: Buccaneers RB Leonard Fournette 
likely will be place on IR after suffering a 
hamstring injury during Sunday night’s 
loss the Saints, ESPN reported. Fournette 
is expected to be available for the playofts. 
The Bucs will sign veteran Le’Veon Bell to 
back up Ronald Jones.... All-Pro WR Tyreek 
Hill was the latest high-profile Chiefs player 
to be added to the COVID list after testing 
positive for the virus. ... Kirk Cousins threw 
two TD passes, and the visiting Vikings beat 
the struggling and short-handed Bears 17-9 
on Monday. The Vikings improved to 7-7, 
while the Bears dropped to 4-10. 


Women’s basketball: Aliyah Boston made 
a layup with 1:05 to left, giving No. 1 South 
Carolina a 65-61 victory over No. 2 Stanford 
on Tuesday. Boston finished with 18 points 
and 11 rebounds, her fifth straight double 
double and 36th of her career. The Game- 
cocks (12-0) rallied from 18 points down in 
the first half to keep alive their best start in 
six years. It was the biggest comeback in 
school history. Stanford fell to 8-3. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday: at Xavier, Dec. 29: vs. Marquette (at 
7p.m., FS1 XL Center), 7 p.m., SNY 
COLLEGE 

ATHLETICS 


NIL was factor 
on signing day; 
how big of one 
up for debate 


Associated Press 


The three-day signing period 
last week put name, image and 
likeness in the spotlight, espe- 
cially with No. 1 national recruit 
Travis Hunter de-committing 
from Florida State to sign with 
second-tier Jackson State. 

Neither Hunter nor other 
top recruits said whether NIL 
compensation had anything to 
do with their school choices. 
But coaches say NIL came up 
in the recruiting cycle, the first 
since the NCAA cleared the 
way July 1 for college athletes 
to cash in on their celebrity. 

“Tt’s very much discussed 
and talked about, not necessar- 
ily in inducements or anything 
like that or quid pro quo,’ 
Missouri coach Eli Drinkwitz 
said. “You’ve got to educate 
(recruits) on what the oppor- 
tunities could potentially be 
or what you’re going to do to 
help somebody increase their 
personal brands and how are 
you going to educate them on 
what their opportunities of NIL 
could be and would be, should 
they choose the University of 
Missouri.” 

The options to be paid for 
endorsements and personal 
branding probably was a major 
factor in the decisions of some 
recruits who signed letters of 
intent last week. Athliance 
CEO Peter Schoenthal, whose 
company works with schools 
and athletes on NIL details, said 
he doubts it was an overriding 
one for most. 

“T think I would be naive 
to say it didn’t play a role at 
all” Schoenthal said. “I think 
I would be over-speaking if I 
said it was the end all, be all of 
kids’ decisions. I think it was 
a factor. I think it was a bigger 
factor than it’s going to bein the 
future, once we’re able to show 
the kids the data.” 

Schoenthal predicted the 
breadth of a school’s NIL 
programming — ranging from 
educating athletes on NIL to 
boosters and businesses offer- 
ing opportunities — eventually 
will become just another thing 
recruits consider. 
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South Carolina guard Zia Cooke (1) dribbles the ball as Stanford guard Lexie Hull 
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defends during the first half Tuesday in Columbia, South Carolina. SEAN RAYFORD/AP 


Boston, No. 1S. Carolina 
rally past No. 2 Stanford 


Associated Press 


COLUMBIA, S.C. — Aliyah Boston 
didn’t miss this time, her layup with 1:05 
to go giving No. 1 South Carolina a 65-61 
victory over No. 2 Stanford on Tuesday 
night. 

She finished with 18 points and 11 
rebounds, her fifth straight double double 
and 36th of her career. 

It was Boston who couldn’t convert 
last April at the Final Four in the closing 
seconds to send the Cardinal to a 66-65 
victory en route to the national champi- 
onship. 

This time, the 6-foot-5 All-American 
set herself up down low, got the ball from 
Destanni Henderson and put it in for the 
game-winning basket as the Gamecocks 
(12-0) rallied from 18 points down in the 
first half to keep alive their best start in 
six years. It was the biggest comeback in 
school history. 

Stanford (8-3) had a chance to go in 
front, but Cameron Brink’s jumper came 
off the rim and into the capable hands of 
Boston. 

Boston hit a foul shot and Destiny 
Littleton hit a pair with 0.8 seconds left 
to close out the win, South Carolina’s 
second this season over a No. 2 team and 
fifth against a Top-10 opponent. 

It was a complete reversal for the 
Cardinal, who led by 17 points after 
Hannah Jump opened the second half 
with a 3-pointer. That’s when the Game- 


and-shut case for going back to 
the policy in place last year, where 


cocks, fueled by Henderson, went on 
a 22-4 run to lead 50-49 into the final 
period. 

Henderson had 17 points and seven 
assists after missing the past three games 
due to injury. She also had seven steals. 

Cameron Brink, Stanford’s leading scorer 
at 14.2 points agame coming in, was held in 
check by the Gamecocks and finished with 
three points on 1-of-7 shooting. 

Lexie Hull led Stanford with 17 points, 
just three of those coming in the final 
three quarters. 

South Carolina had been waiting for 
this one since the last Final Four, Brea 
Beal and Boston missing two short cracks 
at the basket. 

But it was Stanford who came out 
quickly. Lexie Hull scored 14 points on 
a pair of 3-pointers in the opening quar- 
ter and the Cardinal kept up the barrage 
from outside. 

Hull’s sister Lacie started the second 
period with a 3-pointer. Jump and 
Anna Wilson added long-range baskets. 
By the time Haley Jones got free for a 
layup, Stanford was up 34-16 in front ofa 
stunned, mostly full house of South Caro- 
lina fans. 

Stanford had the perfect formula for 
defeating South Carolina: Make most of 
your shots and push Boston away from 
the basket. 

South Carolina’s pressure took its toll 
on Stanford, who committed 20 turn- 
overs, 12 of those in the final two periods. 


“The current Big East forfeit policy 
was put in place and was supported 


from Page 1 


would like to play his Iona team at 
Madison Square Garden. No takers. 

So far, neither UConn men nor 
women have been affected. Both 
are fully vaccinated, but it seems a 
matter of time before they are given 
a win, or tagged with a loss through 
no fault of their programs. 

This goes beyond just the Big East. 
Most of the major leagues, including 
all of the Power 5 conferences, have a 
similar policy. 

What we have here is the right 
idea gone awry, the best of inten- 
tions paving the road to unintended 
consequences. Simple logic tells you 
it is time to take a new look at the 
forfeit policy, and I’m told there will 
soon be conversations on this front 
in the Big East. 

“Our players have done a really 
nice job,” Louisville women’s basket- 
ball coach Jeff Walz said on Sunday. 
“Our group is all vaccinated. But 
there is no guarantee you aren’t 
going to get it. That’s what every- 
body thought was going to happen 
and it’s just not the case. It’s going 
to be interesting now, with leagues, 
are we going to continue with, ‘It’s 
a forfeit?’ Or are we going to try to 
reschedule games? 

“You did this to encourage teams 
to get vaccinated. Well, we have a 
lot of clubs in the ACC that are fully 
vaccinated. Now, if somebody gets 
it, do you really want them to have 
to forfeit and take an ‘L?’ That really 
needs to be readdressed.” 

That’s it in a nutshell, an open- 





games were rescheduled as needed. 

But in execution, it’s not so simple. 
It was not so simple last season, 
remember, when games were staged 
in empty arenas. 

In the Big East, many games in 
2020-21 were ultimately canceled, in 
the books as no contest, because the 
teams involved couldn’t get together 
on when to play the makeup games. 
Not enough rest for one team, too 
much for another, a travel hardship for 
one team, an extra home or road game 
for another. Even with space built into 
the schedule to accommodate adjust- 
ment, it was difficult to drop makeup 
games into a perfect space. 

With pro sports and entertain- 
ment not yet back to full schedule 
and capacity, arenas were more read- 
ily available at this time a year ago, 
and the networks were willing to 
take what sports programming they 
could get. Now schedules are full and 
rescheduling a game in places like 
the XL Center or Madison Square 
Garden would be problematic. TV 
slots are also filled. 

The season is nearly two months 
old so conferences like the Big East 
are already advanced down this road 
and turning back would be compli- 
cated. DePaul, which had a 9-1 
record in nonconfernce play under 
new coach Tony Stubblefield, now 
has two Big East losses on its ledger 
without playing a game. 

Seton Hall, which did not have 
enough players, forfeited a game to 
St. John’s, but the Pirates did have 
enough to play DePaul, so they are 
now 1-1 in unplayed games. 


EdD) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


during a different phase of the 
pandemic,’ DePaul AD DeWayne 
Peevy said in aschool statement. “We 
will do everything possible to rescind 
the two losses on our record because 
we did everything possible to play this 
week, even if it meant dressing the 
minimum five players.” 

Again, best of intentions, but unin- 
tended results. The forfeits will not 
be factored into the NCAA’s NET 
Rankings, the key metric for deter- 
mining tournament worthiness. 

But they will leave records skewed, 
conference tournament seedings 
off kilter, and make the selection 
process more subjective, arbitrary. 
This would also be true with games 
considered no-contest. 

There are no easy answers, until 
vaccinations and boosters drive the 
scary numbers back down. Any route 
the Big East, or other major basket- 
ball conferences take, will be fraught 
with problems. But there is only one 
fair answer: This policy needs to be 
walked back, whatever obstacles 
need to be worked through. The only 
way to do it will be giving a confer- 
ence the power to say, “your game 
will be rescheduled on this date, and 
you must play.” 

So it won’t be ideal, but would 
be much better than what could 
become dozens, hundreds of forfeits 
without any attempt to reschedule. 
No one needs to be blamed for any of 
this, just a pandemic that hasn’t lost 
its power to disrupt. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 
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YANKEES 


Boone now faces the 
challenge of managing 
in Showalter’s shadow 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Aaron 
Boone spent last season — 
and a few weeks after — on 
the hot seat. The Yankees 
manager led the Bombers 
to 92 wins this season, but 
the championship drought 
(which runs long before his 
tenure) and the team’s disas- 
trous loss in the American 
League Wild Card Game 
to the hated Red Sox had 
the chorus calling for his 
canning. 

The Mets are giving their 
fans exactly what they want 
this holiday season. They got 
an ace in Max Scherzer to go 
with their own home-grown 
Cy Young winner Jacob de 
Grom to highlight a free 
agent signing frenzy before 
the MLB owners instituted 
the lockout. Now they get 
respected veteran skip- 
per — and former Yankees’ 
manager — Buck Showalter. 

It’s making Yankees fans 
a little green with envy. And 
with Showalter less than 10 
miles away, the comparisons 
could become a little tough 
for Boone. 

Boone didn’t really have 
a shadow from Queens to 
manager under in the past 
like he will now. 

This is the first veteran 
manager who will be at the 


Mets 


from Page 1 


up-and-comers in their 40s 
who are known to be well- 
versed in baseball’s data 
revolution. 

The edge went to Show- 
alter, who convinced Mets 
leadership of his ability — 
and excitement — to adapt, 
along with all the other 
skills he’s developed since 
taking his first minor league 
managing job in 1985. 

“We looked at a number 
of criteria spanning from 
culture and connectivity 
with players and staff, to 
embracing new practices 
in both player performance 
and analytics,’ Eppler said. 
“We wanted to assess how 
the candidates problem 
solve, how they communi- 
cated and most importantly, 
how they would shape a 
culture with high opera- 
tional standards. 

“It was Buck’s ability to 
connect to a wide range of 
people, his drive to compete, 
his curiosity blended with 
his experience, and his over- 
all adaptability that led us to 
naming him manager.” 

Showalter, a three-time 
AL Manager of the Year, is 
1,551-1,517-1 (506 winning 
percentage) in 20 big league 
seasons with the Yankees, 
Arizona Diamondbacks, 
Texas Rangers and Orioles. 
He’s been to the playoffs 
five times but never won a 
pennant. He said winning 
a World Series isn’t “going 
to define my life,” but that it 
“does wake me up every day 
now.” 

He has been away from 
the dugout for only three 
seasons, but several strate- 
gies have boomed or evolved 
in that time. Relief openers 
have gone mainstream after 
the Tampa Bay Rays first 
experimented with them 
during the 2018 season, and 
defensive shifts have nearly 
doubled, occurring in 31% of 
plate appearances in 2021. 
Showalter’s Orioles ranked 
eighth in the majors with a 
23% shift rate in 2018. 


helm of the cross-town rival 
during Boone’s time as the 
Yankees skipper. He was 
hired at the same time the 
Mets went the same novice 
route with Mickey Calla- 
way — and was able to shine 
in that comparison. During 
Luis Rojas’ two years at the 
helm in Queens, the coun- 
try was preoccupied by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and then the Mets being 
purchased by billionaire 
Steve Cohen, they were a 
secondary thought to the 
Yankees fans. 

But the situation is ripe 
for some rough comparisons 
for Boone, particularly as the 
Bombers have done nothing 
to get their fan base excited 
so far this offseason. 

While in the Bronx, from 
1992-95, Showalter went 
313-268 helping rebuild the 
Bombers and leaving them 
at the doorstep of their 
1990s dynasty after losing 
to the Mariners in the 1995 
American League Division 
Series. 

In mid-October, when 
Yankees GM Brian Cash- 
man and owner Hal Stein- 
brenner finally came out and 
endorsed Boone by giving 
him a three-year extension, 
the Bombers faithful were 
vocally calling for the team 
to move on from the former 
MLB infielder. 


“We would have loved to 
have a lot more analytics, 
for instance, in Baltimore,” 
Showalter said. “We just 
didn’t have the funding for 
it, and I’m looking forward 
to having (a program), to be 
honest.” 

Showalter was at ease 
facing dozens of New York 
reporters on Zoom, cracking 
jokes with a few journalists 
who covered him with the 
Yankees from 1992-95. He 
also has worked on TV for 
ESPN, MLB Network and 
the Yankees’ YES Network. 
His comfort in front of a 
microphone was a selling 
point, Eppler said. 

“This isn’t something 
you put your headphones 
on and say, ‘I don’t listen to 
it, ” Showalter said of New 
York. “It’s there. But there’s 
no place like it when you get 
it right.” 

This news conference 
came with an odd challenge 
— because of the ongoing 
lockout, team representa- 
tives have been advised not 
to discuss players publicly, 
meaning Showalter wasn’t 
supposed to mention the 
names of any Mets. He made 
it through most of the hour- 
long session before slipping 
up a few times. 

Showalter won’t be 
allowed to communicate 
with players until the lock- 
out ends. In the mean- 
time, he and Eppler have 
a coaching staff to build — 
only pitching coach Jeremy 
Hefner remains from last 
year’s group. Showalter 
said he and Hefner already 
have begun strategizing for 
how to ramp up the pitch- 
ing staff if spring training is 
shortened due to the labor 
stoppage. 

Showalter joins Hall 
of Famers Casey Stengel, 
Yogi Berra and Joe Torre as 
managers of both the Mets 
and Yankees. Dallas Green 
held both jobs as well. 

“T just want everybody to 
know that it’s going to be a 
priority from Day 1 to puta 
product out there that we 
can be proud of?’ Showalter 
said. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Planning on using a ride service like Uber? Share your trip 

details with friends or family before you leave. Some ride apps let 
you share your driver’s name, photo, license plate and location with a 
friend or family member. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


SHORTS 


Silver: No plans to pause NBA season 


NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said Tuesday that there 
are “no plans” to pause the season, even as numbers of 
players entering the league’s health and safety proto- 
cols related to the coronavirus continues to rise. Silver, 
in an interview with ESPN, said the league has exam- 
ined multiple options but doesn’t yet see a reason to stop 
play. Through Tuesday afternoon, at least 82 players from 
20 teams were believed to be in the protocols. “Frankly, 
we're having trouble coming up with what the logic would 
be behind pausing right now,’ Silver said. “As we look 
through these cases literally ripping through the country 
right now, ... [think we’re finding ourselves where we sort 
of knew we were going to get to for the past several months 
— and that is that this virus will not be eradicated and we’re 
going to have to learn to live with it. That’s what we’re 
experiencing in the league right now.” Silver’s remarks 
came on the same day that the 10 NBA teams with games 
scheduled on Christmas were told by the league that shift- 
ing some game times is a possibility for the planned five- 
game slate, if virus-related issues force changes to the 
lineup and create holes in the national TV schedule. The 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


‘Spectacular’ Shiffrin takes Cup lead 


Known for being modest about her 
achievements, even Mikaela Shiffrin 
used a superlative Tuesday to describe 
her dominant win in a women’s World 
Cup giant slalom. “Very spectacular,” 
the Olympic champion said. Shiffrin 
won the first of two midweek races on 
in Courchevel, France, building on a big 
lead from the first run to finish .86 seconds ahead of Sara 
Hector of Sweden, who posted the fastest second-run time. 
“To be able to ski this way, even with fatigue, is very spec- 
tacular,’ said Shiffrin, who competed in her 11th event of 
the season, more than any of her competitors. Shiffrin 
reclaimed the overall Cup lead from Sofia Goggia, who 
failed to finish her second run. Shiffrin also won the race 
last year for her emotional first victory after returning from 
a10-month break from the sport following the death of her 
father. “There was just so much leading up to the victory 
last year. ... I feel like I have settled into my new self a little 
bit more. I feel some motivation now, I feel alot more fire.” 
It was Shiffrin’s 72nd career victory, leaving her 10 short of 


NBA has postponed seven games so far this season. 
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Browns special teams coordinator Mike Priefer, above, filled in for head coach Kevin Stefanski on Monday. KIRK IRWIN/AP 


NFL 


‘Strategic’ game plan 


League’s revised protocols 
could serve as blueprint 


By Rob Maaddi 


Associated Press 


The NFL’s decision to reduce 
COVID-19 testing for asymptomatic, 
vaccinated players could signal a trend 
for pro sports leagues and provide an 
example for society to follow heading 
into 2022. 

Despite a rising number of posi- 
tive cases that forced three games to 
be rescheduled over the weekend, the 
NFL, in cooperation with the play- 
ers’ union, agreed Saturday to scale 
back testing for vaccinated players. 
The move aligns with guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The CDC recommends 
“diagnostic testing” only for symp- 
tomatic or close-contact vaccinated 
people, and “screening tests” only for 
unvaccinated people. 

The NFL previously required vacci- 
nated players to get tested weekly 
before amending the protocols. The 
NFLPA had advocated for daily testing 
for vaccinated players but eventually 
agreed to “target” testing. 

The NBA didn’t require vaccinated 
players to get tested during the season 
but revised its policy to increase testing 
for atwo-week period starting Dec. 26. 

The NHL tested players every 
third day but returned to daily testing 
through at least Jan. 7. 

“T think the NFL is actually going 
to be a really interesting and I think 
really safe real-world experiment on 
what our new normal is likely going to 
look like,” Dr. Vin Gupta, a pulmonol- 


ogist and professor at the University 
of Washington, said. “And, it’s safe to 
say that the NFL is obviously a large 
vaccine bubble, sans a few high-profile 
exceptions. 

“We can’t continue the status quo, ad 
infinitum, where we are testing regu- 
larly people that are otherwise healthy, 
asymptomatic, triple-vaccinated, just 
to detect the asymptomatic individ- 
ual who might be positive ... because 
then you’re going to quarantine that 
individual who might be asymptom- 
atic or having mild symptoms, who 
is triple-vaccinated, who might for a 
small period of time, be infectious to 
others who presumably are also vacci- 
nated.” 

Almost 95% of NFL players and 
nearly all coaching staffs are vacci- 
nated. 

Gupta, an informal consultant for 
the Seahawks on COVID-19 issues and 
an adviser for baseball’s Mariners, says 
the NFL is “ahead of the curve” with 
target and voluntary testing. 

“T think they’re able to do things that 
the rest of the country is unable to do 
because they have a vaccine bubble, 
and they can control things to a certain 
degree that we can’t control across the 
public at large, and so it’s an interesting 
experiment,” Gupta said. “We have to 
build policies and procedures and case 
management protocols around posi- 
tive tests that make sense.” 

On Monday, the first day under the 
NFL’s revised protocols, 47 players 
were placed on the reserve/COVID- 
19 list, the most in a single day since the 
pandemic began. Several players were 
asymptomatic and vaccinated. 

The league says Monday’s results are 
evidence its new “smarter” and more 


“strategic” testing policy is working. 
Positive cases were identified and the 
players were isolated. Players who test 
positive must quarantine until they’re 
cleared to return. Under the new 
procedures, vaccinated players can 
return in fewer than 10 days. 

Many people have questioned the 
league’s motives for changing testing 
protocols at a time when the number 
of positive cases have increased rapidly 
due to the omicron variant. 

“The other side is that they’re going 
to have more players that are out there 
that are infected that are potentially 
transmitting to other players and lead- 
ing to a greater burden of infections,” 
said Dr. David Hamer, professor of 
global health and medicine at Boston 
University. “This change ... makes me 
nervous because of omicron surging.” 

It’s fair to wonder if the NFL is 
putting its desire to finish the season 
uninterrupted ahead of health and 
safety. But the league and its team of 
doctors point to science and data. 

Along with new testing policies, 
the league over the past week has 
emphasized booster shots for players, 
mandated the boosters for coaches 
and other staff, and provided options 
for virtual meetings. All players are 
provided home tests and anyone can 
be tested whenever they want. 

“... We have learned from health 
care, and it’s very relevant to try some 
of the same strategies that are used in 
health care when it comes to the NFL 
population as well,” said Dr. Deverick 
Anderson, Professor of Medicine at the 
Duke Center for Antimicrobial Stew- 
ardship and Infection Prevention and 
co-founder and co-owner of Infection 
Control Education for Major Sports. 


Tigers 1B coach Bartee dies at 49 


Kimera Bartee, a former Major League Baseball outfielder 
and Tigers first base coach, died Monday. He was 49. The 
Tigers made the announcement Tuesday, saying Bartee 
died suddenly. They didn’t disclose the cause of death. 
“Throughout his time in our organization as both a player 
and coach, Kimera was known as a kind soul but intense 
competitor who did his best every day to elevate those 
around him to do great things,” Tigers GM Al Avila said. 
“While Tigers fans got used to seeing him in the first base 
coach’s box, Kimera’s impact on our ballclub went far 
deeper and will be sorely missed. In speaking with Kime- 
ra’s father, Jerry Bartee, we offered our condolences and 
support to his family.” Bartee was an outfielder for the 
Tigers from 1996 to 1999 and played the next two seasons 
with the Reds and Rockies. He was from Omaha, Nebraska, 
and played for his hometown Creighton University Blue- 
jays. The Tigers promoted him to first base coach during 
the 2021 season after he was the organization’s roving 
outfield and baserunning instructor, arole he had in 2020 
with the Phillies. He was previously first base coach for the 
Pirates and also was an outfield and baserunning coordina- 
tor for their minor league teams. —Associated Press 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Inspired Williams 
powers Wyoming 


Associated Press 


Playing with a heavy heart in the Famous Idaho Potato 
Bowl, Wyoming quarterback Levi Williams dedicated the 
game to his grandmother. 

The way he danced past Kent State defenders for 200 
yards rushing and four touchdowns in a record-setting 
performance in the Cowboys’ 52-38 win on Tuesday, it 
was a fitting tribute. Especially since she taught him how 
to dance. 

“When she was living in a nursing home that’s how we 
spent time together,” Williams said of his grandmother, 
who lived with his family while he was growing up. “She 
was slow, so we did some slower dances, and the box step 
was probably my favorite.” 

After she watched him play his redshirt freshman 
season at Wyoming, she wasn’t able to attend any games 
this year. And while preparing for the bowl, Williams felt 
fortunate he had a chance to say goodbye to her over the 
phone. 

“She never missed any of my games,” Williams said. 
“And I’m sure she was looking down from heaven watch- 
ing this one, too.” 

Aside from Williams’ yardage record, the MVP’s touch- 
downs rushing also tied a Potato Bowl record. Through 
the air, he passed for 127 yards and another touchdown. 

“He’s very gifted and can run like the wind,” Wyoming 
coach Craig Bohl said. “And obviously, it’s great to see him 
make those plays he’s very capable of making.” 

Kent State (7-7), playing in its fifth bowl game in school 
history, raced out to a 17-7 lead and held a 24-21 advan- 
tage at halftime, but the Golden Flashes couldn’t hold up 
against Wyoming’s relentless rushing attack. 

“That’s not the outcome we were looking for,” Kent State 
coach Sean Lewis said. “Areas that hampered us all year 
long hurt us today. ... But I’m eager and excited to get back 
to work and build a program that Kent State can be proud 
of” 

Wyoming (7-6) scored 21 consecutive points to start the 
second half, including scoring runs of 27 and 80 yards by 
Williams, to build a 42-24 lead that proved to be too much 
for Kent State to overcome. 

Wyoming senior linebacker Chad Muma and Butkus 
Award finalist didn’t disappoint in his final college game, 
leading the Cowboys on defense with 13 tackles and a half 
sack. 

The Cowboys set the Potato Bowl team rushing record 
with 404 yards, while the two teams combined for 723 
yards rushing, also a Potato Bowl record. 


Comeback kids: Michigan defensive end Aidan Hutchin- 
son, Florida State quarterback McKenzie Milton and 
Kentucky linebacker J.J. Weaver are the winners of the 
comeback player of the year award. 

The announcement came Tuesday, and the players will 
be honored Jan. 1 at the Fiesta Bow] in Glendale, Arizona. 

Hutchinson returned from a season-ending ankle 
injury in 2020 to become an All-American and Heisman 
Trophy runner-up for the playoff-bound, Big Ten cham- 
pion Wolverines (12-1). 

A torn knee ligament cut short Weaver’s 2020 season, 
but his physical rehabilitation was only part of the chal- 
lenge he faced in returning to football in 2021. He also had 
to overcome the grief of losing both his father and high 
school coach. 

Milton’s comeback was more than two years in the 
making after he suffered a severe leg injury in 2018 while 
playing for Central Florida. After missing two seasons, he 
beat the odds by being able to walk again unassisted. 

The winners and six other players who received honor- 
able mention were determined by a vote of AP college foot- 
ball poll voters, plus members of the sports information 
directors association (CoSIDA), the Fiesta Bowl organi- 
zation and the editors of Touchdown Illustrated. 

Those who received honorable mention were West 
Virginia defensive end Taijh Alston; Baylor linebacker 
Terrel Bernard; Notre Dame QB Jack Coan; Johns Hopkins 
receiver Ryan Hubley; Utah QB Cameron Rising and Stet- 
son offensive lineman Avery Samuels. 


Today’s bowl game 


ARMED FORCES BOWL 
| Army (8-4, Ind.) vs. Missouri (6-6, SEC) 
8 p.m., ESPN 





PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Army: LB Andre Carter II, 14 % sacks, 16 tackles for loss, 
leads the nation in sacks per game; QB Christian Anderson, 
545 yards and five TDs passing; 519 yards and six TDs 
rushing. 

Missouri: Brady Cook will start at OB. Tigers RB Tyler Badie 
is skipping the game to prepare for the NFL draft. 


NOTABLE 

Army: Army ranks second nationally with 301.2 yards 
rushing per game. 

Missouri: Coach Eliah Drinkwitz is unbeaten (8-0) as an 
assistant coach and head coach in bowl games. 


— Associated Press 
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far there has been 2.1 inches, thus we have a long way to go for a normal 
season. Looking back at available records until 1908/09, there have been 
23 seasons with five inches or less through December. Only two seasons 
ended up with slightly above normal snowfall, 1919/20 and 1965/66. Three 
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Albany 39 19pc MiamiBeach 74 60PC SanAntonio 73 53 S_ Berlin 34 27 C Jerusalem 52 45SH_ Rome 52 41 R UNIVERSITY Atmosphere High Low 
Albuquerque 5634 s Milwaukee 29 23PC SanDiego 66 55PC Bermuda 75 67PC Johannesburg 79 59 T Seoul 4527 S Weather Center Barometer 30.14 at 12 a.m. 29.97 at 6 p.m. 
Atlantic City 49 21PC KEY: Sunny, € Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, T T-storms Singapore 91 75 T Dew point 26 at3p.m. 15 atlam. 

5 0-0-0, Dylan Desautels 0-2-2, Danny 1-0-2, Ty Casey 1-0-2, Jack Whitlock NVL Others: HMTCA at Weaver, 4:45p.m.; Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
MONDAY =) LATE Meikle 2-0-4, Joey Johnson 12-4-28. 2-2-6, JP Dargati 1-0-3. Totals 17-7-50. ST. PAUL 59, ANSONIA 36 Coventry at Windham Tech, 5:15p.m.; Stockton 23 18 2 2 1 39 .848 
HIGH SCHOOL Totals 34-9-89. RHAM (2-0): Matt Fraleigh 1-0-2, Jimmy ANSONIA (1-2): Brighton Ahearn 1-2-5, SMSA at Platt, 5:30p.m.; Haddam-kill- Ontario 2114 5 1 #1 «30.714 
RESULTS B48 19 21 16— 74 ~~‘ Hulland 6-0-16, Spencer Pilkington Sabrina Ortega 0-0-0, Jojo Sanchez ingworth at Somers, 7:30p.m. Henderson 2212 7 2 1 27 614 

mm 3-0-6, Aidan Allen 4-0-8, Pat Kelly 1-0-2, 3-5-12, Julia Pinto 1-0-2, Rishalie Garcia Tucson 2110 9 2 O 22 .524 

BOYS BASKETBALL mr 30 21 18 20 — 89 Ryan Heneghan 5-0-12, Troy Miller 6-3-17. Totals 10-10-36. BOYS HOCKEY Abbotsford 2110 9 2 1 23 .523 
Note: J. Johnson had a double-double 5-1-12, Ryan McLaughlin 3-0-6, Mike ST. PAUL (2-0): Sam Naples 2-0-4, : . . ed Colorado 241010 2 2 24 .500 

Scie Caan vi EASTARIRORD SD with 11rebounds and A. iohecaa eaacd Pancini 5-3-13, Alex Demosthenous Audrey Tice 4-0-9, Olivia Dahn 2-2-6, ey tee tee Bakersfeld 19 7 8 1 3 18 .474 

’ 2-0-4. Totals 35-4-81. Abbey Stanford 1-0-2, Nadia Rei eee San Di 22 912 1 0 19 .432 
EAST HARTFORD (1-2): Zander Robin- poeta 68. HMTCA 55 ile Oey aie 30-6, Emily Ronal- west CaMIONG, 7-50D.1N- ealoce 2 912 1-10 40. 492 
son 2-1-6, Jordan Ruiz 1-1-3, Favour aNerck Ga. BEEreL NGSIR AT SW 1211 720- 50 ,,, 5-2-12, Sarah Lindquist 1-0-2, Kelsea CCC-South: Enfield co-op at E.O. Smith/ ; 

Okeke 4-2-10, Elijah Serrano 1-1-3, Seth Moore 3-2-9, Eyad Anwer 3-6-12 7 27 20 23 11— 81 Tefoe 0-1-1, Alexis Tierpack 2-0-4. Deal . sats jraleateik TUESDAY’S 
Azeem Indawala 1-2-5, Chris Brown Josh O’Neal 4-1-9, Corey Jerrick 1-2-4. CCC-Inter Totals 26-5-59. iy ee ones reser RESULTS 


0-1-1, Josh Ikechuwu 2-0-4, Dom 
Laduca 7-0-18. Totals 17-8-50. 
FARMINGTON (1-1): Jordan Anthony 
5-4-14, Christian Harris 3-1-7, Jahkai 
Veal 0-2-2, Nico Augustino 2-1-5, Nick 
Bergin 1-0-2, Jared Young 6-1-15, Nick 
Duncan 11-4-26. Totals 28-12-71. 


EH 17 8 15 10— 50 
F 19 15 16 21 —71 


Of note: Duncan had a double-double 
with 15rebounds and Anthony had 7 
assists. 

ENFIELD 57, NEW BRITAIN 46 

ENFIELD (1-1): Kaden Birkett 7-0-14, 
Josiah Whaley 6-0-14, Fritz Andre 0-0-0, 
Isaiah Plummer 5-3-16, Alex Herron 
3-0-6, Tighe Thebodeau 1-5-7. Totals 
22-8-57. 

NEW BRITAIN (0-2): Jackson Forte 1-3-5, 
Jayden Santana 1-0-2, Xavier Goode 
4-2-13, Gerard Brown 0-1-1, Omarion 
Goodson 4-5-13, Darius Forbes 1-0-2, 
Dantay Bishop 4-2-10. Totals 15-13-46. 


E 6 10 18 23— 57 
NB 6 14 10 16 — 46 


Note: Birkett had 7rebounds, 6steals, 
5assists and Herron had 10rebounds, 
Asteals. 

TOLLAND 63, MALONEY 41 

MALONEY (0-2): Josh Boganski 1-0-2, 
Tijion Johnson 4-1-13, Donte Kelly 
4-0-10, Tomas Medina 1-0-3, Allen Lee 
2-0-6, Mekhi Seth 2-0-5, Messiah Abrah- 
ante 0-2-2. Totals 14-3-41. 

TOLLAND (1-1): Nathen Bowes 4-4-13, 
Mitchell Enman 4-0-8, Cullen Rublewski 
7-0-16, Evan Quick 2-0-6, Gavin Bagnell 
7-1-15, Joey Keane 2-0-5. Totals 26-5-63. 


M 815 8 10- 41 
T 12 12 22 17— 63 
CTC 


CHENEY TECH 89, ELLIS TECH 48 
CHENEY TECH (2-0): Damnic Gittens 
15-1-32, Ky-mani Thomas 3-0-7, 

Xavier McCall 9-2-24, Karmelo Lozada 
2-0-5, Peyton Carpenter 2-0-6, James 
Santacroce 0-1-1, Nate Dones 1-0-2, 
Will Joyce 1-0-2, Adam Mohammed 
1-0-2, Dazhawn Copeland 3-0-6, Iziah 
Williams 1-0-2. Totals 38-3-89. 

ELLIS TECH (0-2): Caleb Evans 1-3-5, 
Everett LeBlanc 1-6-8, Cameron Fulone 
0-1-1, Kellen Smith 6-1-13, Devin 
Cornell 4-1-10, Joshua Beaudreau 0-1-1, 
Garrett Larsson 2-0-4, Christian Estrada 
2-1-6. Totals 16-14-48. 


CT 29 28 23 9-— 89 
ET 10 3 14 21— 48 
SCC 


NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN 80, XAVIER 
48 

XAVIER (1-1): John Carrozzella 0-4-4, 
Ethan Bessoni 2-0-5, Colby Ciampi 
1-0-2, Vik Vakati 2-0-5, Anthony Parker 
8-4-22, Richie Rivers 1-1-3, Aidan 
Driscoll 3-0-7. Totals 14-9-48. 

NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN (2-0): 
Matt Piechota 4-0-8, Andre Nugent 
2-0-6, Mekhi Conner 1-0-2, Tamari Gay 
6-1-16, Amari Davis 3-0-8, Andrew 
Lazzari 4-1-10, Matt Dobie 1-0-2, Clin- 
ton Springer 0-1-1, Taje Jones 6-5-17, 
Jordan Elliot 4-0-10. Totals 31-8-80. 


xX 10 10 6 22— 48 
ND 15 25 17 23 — 80 
Others 


WINDHAM TECH 89, BOLTON 74 
BOLTON (0-3): Jamari Brown 2-0-4, 
Mason Fox 2-1-6, Trevor Buchanan 16-6- 
44, Colby Marsh 4-2-10, Matt Godek 
1-0-2, Andrew Baranov 4-0-8. Totals 
29-9-74. 

WINDHAM TECH (3-0): Anthony Cichon 
1-0-2, Dezmen Gaston 4-0-10, Alex 
Johnson 7-2-22, Trey Lindsey 3-0-6, 
Brody Belanger 5-1-15, Brady Hughes 


Totals 19-12-55. 

CONARD (2-0): Riley Fox 11-2-27, Jalen 
Hamblin 4-5-14, Ryan Bushnell 4-0-8, 
Declan McCann 0-1-1, Matt Santoro 
0-1-1, Jaydon Schuler 1-0-2, Jackson 
Morhardt 1-0-2, Kyle Barnum 4-2-13. 
Totals 25-11-68. 


H 6 14 13 22— 55 
C 21 12 17 18— 68 


Note: Fix posted his first career 
double-double with 10rebounds. 
SOUTH WINDSOR 41, EAST GRANBY 39 
SOUTH WINDSOR (1-1): Hakim Mont- 
gomery 4-2-11, Ben Blochy 2-4-10, 
Anthony Deciantis 6-1-15, Jack Wittlock 
2-1-5. Totals 14-8-41. 

EAST GRANBY (1-1): Kenzie Vick 1-1-3, 
Pat Lakomy 3-0-9, Ben Lakomy 0-2-2, 
Jonah Dunlop 5-0-10, Evan Malinowski 
6-0-12, Brady Gill 1-0-3. Totals 16-3-39. 


SW 5 11 15 10— 41 
EG 91510 5-— 39 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 

CCC-Inter 

MALONEY 37, AVON 25 


MALONEY (3-0): Evelyn Beltran 1-1-3, 
Amal Bahili 2-1-7, Gracey Massicotte 
1-0-3, Nadia Berrios 4-0-8, Jaylice Rosa- 
rio 4-6-14, Madelyn Plumberg 1-0-2. 
Totals 13-8-37. 

AVON (1-3): Sophie Mango 4-1-9, Lind- 
sey Arigoni 1-0-2, Erin Geary 2-0-4, Adi 
Standish 4-1-9, Sophia DiBella 0-1-1. 
Totals 11-3-25. 


M 1514 7 1- 37 
A 9 5 5 6— 25 
NCCC 


SOMERS 55, ROCKVILLE 16 

SOMERS (2-1): Sydney Cassidy 2-2-6, 
Deidre Dalessio 1-1-4, Devon Dalessio 
5-0-11, Eliana Wood 6-0-15, Taylor IIlu- 
zzi 1-1-3, Grace Majowicz 6-0-12, Erin 
Donohue 1-0-2, Raya Davis 1-0-2. Totals 
13-4-55. 

ROCKVILLE (0-3): Sara Stone 0-1-1, 
Kourtney Anderson 1-0-2, Caitlin Chat- 
terton 1-1-3, Chloe Keane 1-0-2, Liana 
Wheelock-Bonet 2-0-4, Ariana McClel- 
lan 1-0-2. Totals 7-2-16. 


s 15 20 12 8— 55 
R 75 2 2— 16 


Others 

SEYMOUR 48, WINDSOR LOCKS 30 
WINDSOR LOCKS (3-1): Alana Picard 
0-1-1, Carly MacDougald 0-7-7, Tristin 
Oberg 3-4-10, Jasmine Hurdle 3-0-8, 
Maeve McGinnis 1-0-2, Caroline McGin- 
nis 0-2-2. Totals 7-14-30. 

SEYMOUR (3-0): Kenzie Sirowich 
9-2-23, Jill Keough 4-2-10, Jackie Okule 
1-0-2, Lauren Goliebsk 2-0-4, Solar 
Barton 3-1-7, Lexi Diorio-Torres 1-0-2. 
Totals 20-5-48. 


WL 769 8— 30 
s 7 913 19-— 48 


Note: Oberg had a double-double with 
12rebounds, 4blocks. Hurdle had 4 
steals. 


WRESTLING 


CCC-West 
SIMSBURY 61, HALL 14 


TUESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL RESULTS 


=To) 6-9 = 7.0) 4-9-7. 1B 


CCC-North 

BLOOMFIELD 87, WETHERSFIELD 59 
CCC-East 

RHAM 81, SOUTH WINDSOR 50 
SOUTH WINDSOR (1-2): Hakim Mont- 
gomery 7-4-21, Ben Brochu 3-1-10, 
Anthony DeCiantis 2-0-6, Colby Carr 


E.0. SMITH 59, ROCKY HILL 43 

E.O. SMITH (1-1): Samuel DeJesus 4-0-8, 
Dar Jankovic 5-2-12, Peter Elumogo 
4-3-11, Leon Lin 6-7-22, Noah Cordone 
3-0-6. Totals 22-12-59. 

ROCKY HILL (0-3): Jayden Osei-Tutu 
5-2-13, Casey Robinson 1-1-3, Yazdan 
Aftab 2-0-5, Danny Lin 1-0- 2, Tyler Carl- 
strom 3-0-9, Jake Polites 1-0-2, Evan 
Sikorski 2-4-9. Totals 15-7-43. 


E.O. 13 17 14 15— 59 
RH 20 7 610-— 43 
CONARD 60, PLATT 54 

SCC 


SHEEHAN 69, LYMAN HALL 48 


NVL 

ST. PAUL 57, ANSONIA 47 
Others 

NFA 87, CAPITAL PREP 66 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-Inter 

NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 63, EAST 
CATHOLIC 23 

EAST CATHOLIC (0-3): Shea Boyle 
2-2-6, Kayliana Salazar 1-0-3, Zoe 
Latina 1-0-2, Nicole May 1-0-2, Alexis 
Jablonecki 3-2-10. Totals 8-4-23. 
NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (2-1): Lily 
Pare 1-0-3, Abby Hubert 5-0-10, Maeve 
Rushin 3-0-6, Morgan Murphy 5-2-17, 
Brianna Lebrun 8-5-21, Brooke Popella 
1-4-6. Totals 23-11-63. 


EC 310 5 5— 23 


NWC 17 21 13 12— 63 
Shoreline 
CROMWELL 59, MORGAN 22 


MORGAN (0-3): Caeley Ayer 2-0-5, Ava 
Zirlis 0-3-3, Katie Martin 3-3-9, Ava 
Johnson 1-1-3, Victoria O’Neill 0-1-1, 
Sofie Passante 0-1-1. Totals 6-9-22. 
CROMWELL (3-0): Grace Mikan 3-0-8, 
Cameryn Hickey 3-0-6, Brynn Kovacs 
3-1-7, Jessica Grodzicki 7-0-14, Nevaeh 
Clark 6-2-16, Adela Cecunjanin 4-0-8. 
Totals 26-3-59. 


M 4 6 4 8— 22 
Cc 19 4 18 18— 59 


VALLEY REGIONAL 41, EAST HAMPTON 
28 

CTC 

GOODWIN TECH 32, NORWICH TECH 15 
NORWICH TECH (0-3): Kaylee Gray 
1-0-2, Autumn Lovett 4-0-8, Autumn 
Hanks 0-0-0, A’mor Tanksley 0-0-0, 
Ashlyn Bill 2-1-5. Totals 7-1-15. 
GOODWIN TECH (2-0): Mariela Carte- 
gena 2-0-5, Avalise Hernandez 4-3-13, 
Megan Lukaszewski 5-1-13, Tomoya 
Bennett 0-1-1. Totals 11-5-32. 


NT 29 4 0- 15 
GT 6 8 13 5— 32 


Note: Lukaszewski had a double-dou- 
ble with 11rebounds. 


SCC 
SHEEHAN 72, LYMAN HALL 38 
CHESHIRE 49, SHELTON 29 


ECC 

BACON ACADEMY 61, LEDYARD 55 
LEDYARD (3-1): Monet Augmon 2-0-4, 
Cierra Bravar 2-2-7, Natalyah Williams 
11-0-25, Kieara Kirvan 2-0-5, Clare 
Inyang 2-3-7, Nicole Walker 1-0-2, Mey 
Inyang 1-0-2. Totals 22-5-55. 

BACON ACADEMY (4-0): Ashley Lizotte 
4-6-15, Emily Ferrigno 0-3-3, Valerie 
Luizzi 4-3-11, Marissa Nudd 8-2-18, 
Cara Shea 2-4-8, Emma Mancuso 3-0-6. 
Totals 21-18-61. 


L 14 12 11 18— 55 
BA 15 17 20 9-— 61 


A 9 8 5 14-— 36 
SP 14 16 17 12— 59 


Note: Rubins had 5rebounds, 5assists, 
5steals. Tice and Ronalter each had 7 
rebounds. 

Others 

GRANBY 53, PLAINVILLE 33 

GRANBY (2-1): Femke Jansen 3-2-13, 
Savannah Rijkse 3-0-9, Zoe Kelly 1-0-2, 
Katelyn Murach 1-0-2, Layla Bolduc 
2-0-5, Kayla Davis 4-0-8, Alyssa Bordon- 
aro 7-0-14. Totals 20-2-53. 

PLAINVILLE (0-3): Lillian Wazorko 1-0-5, 
Samantha Thompson 3-1-10, Elyse 
Brown 1-0-2, Cassiane Montanez 3-0-8, 
Hailey Andersen 3-0-7, Tamia Chapman 
0-1-1. Totals 11-1-33. 


G 13 6 21 13— 53 
P 812 5 8— 33 


EAST WINDSOR 54, MLC 8 

EAST WINDSOR (1-2): Samantha 
Ruggiero 0-4-4, Zoe Pepin 4-0-8, Alli- 
son Ragaglia 1-0-2, Kristina Keyes 
2-0-4, Bailey Winner 6-2-14, Samantha 
Corrado 2-1-6, Alexandra Witzke 2-0-4, 
Katie Blume 6-0-12. Totals 23-7-54. 

MLC (0-2): Zeneida Charway 3-0-6, Aali- 
yah Graves 1-0-2. Totals 4-0-8. 


EW 19 16 13 6— 54 
00 44- 8 


ELLIS TECH 36, UNIVERSITY 25 


Je) 6-9 [eled (a 


Others 

XAVIER 5, GREENWICH 0 
BBD 6, TRI-TOWN 3 
CHESHIRE 3, CONARD 3 


WRESTLING 


NCCC 
STAFFORD 42, ROCKVILLE 30 


BOYS SWIMMING 


CCC 

WETHERSFIELD 92, LEWIS MILLS 75 
Note: Tanner Bradbury (200IM/100fly), 
Owen Powers (100/200free) and Zach- 
ary Crevier (50free/100back) were all 
double winners for Wethersfield. 
WINDSOR 94, MIDDLETOWN 83 

SCC 

XAVIER 96, HAMDEN 80 


WEDNESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


>to) 6-9 =7.¥-) 4-35-71 8 


CCC-Inter: New Britain at Newington, 
6:45p.m. 

NCCC: Suffield at Windsor Locks, 6:45 
p.m. 

Shoreline: Valley Regional at East 
Hampton, 7p.m.; Old Lyme at Portland, 
7p.m. 

CTC: Vinal Tech at O’Brien Tech, 6p.m.; 
Goodwin Tech at Wolcott Tech, 6p.m.; 
Cheney Tech at Prince Tech, 7p.m. 
CRAL: Civic Leadership at HMTCA, 
6:45p.m. 

SCC: Cheshire at Career, 6p.m. 
Others: Amistad at Innovation, 5:30 
p.m.; Windham Tech at Coventry, 6:30 
p.m.; Abbott Tech at Classical, 7p.m.; 
University at Grasso Tech, 7:30p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Shoreline: Portland at Old Lyme, 7p.m. 
CTC: Wolcott Tech at Goodwin Tech, 4 
p.m.; Cheney Tech at Whitney Tech, 
4:30p.m.; O’Brien Tech at Vinal Tech, 
5:30p.m. 

CRAL: Civic Leadership at Capital Prep, 
4:30p.m.; Innovation at Achievement 
First, 5p.m.; Aerospace at Parish Hill, 6 
p.m.; Classical at MLC, 6p.m. 


field, 4p.m.; Northeastern at Hall, 7:20 
p.m. 

NHC: Tri-Town at SGWL, 3:50p.m. 
SCC/SWC: Sheehan at Watertown/ 
Pomperaug, 7:30p.m.; Branford at 
Lyman Hall, 8:30p.m. 

Others: Newington co-op at New 
Milford, 7p.m.; North Branford at 
Glastonbury, 7:30p.m.; Woodstock 
Academy at Rocky Hill co-op, 8:05p.m. 


GIRLS HOCKEY 


Others: Simsbury at New Canaan, 4:20 
p.m.; Hamden co-op at Avon co-op, 
5p.m.; Conard/Hall at Trumbull/St. 
Joseph, 5p.m.; East Catholic co-op at 
Ridgefield co-op, 8:30p.m. 


WRESTLING 


CCC-South: Bristol Eastern at Middle- 
town, 6p.m.; Plainville at Maloney, 6 
p.m.; Bristol Central at Berlin, 6p.m. 
CCC-Inter: Newington at Farmington, 
6p.m.; Glastonbury at RHAM, 6p.m.; 
Rocky Hill at E.O. Smith, 6p.m.; Conard 
at New Britain, 6p.m. 

NCCC: Canton at Granby, 6p.m. 

ECC: Lyman Memorial/Windham Tech 
at NFA, 6p.m.; Bacon Academy at East 
Lyme/Norwich Tech, 6p.m. 

Others: Haddam-Killingworth at Wind- 
ham, 6p.m. 


TUESDAY’S 
COLLEGE RESULTS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


UCONN AT MARQUETTE, LATE 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


ALBANY 65, CENTRAL 52 
BOSTON COLLEGE 97, SACRED HEART 68 


WEDNESDAY’S 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Hartford at Sacred Heart, 11a.m. 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


UMass at Hartford, noon 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Howard at Yale, 2p.m. 
Wagner at Fairfield, 2p.m. 


Cleveland 2410 8 
Toronto 21 10 9 
Belleville 22 Ii il 
Syracuse 21 810 
Central 
Chicago 
Manitoba 25 15 9 
Rockford 23 11 10 
lowa 23 10 10 
Grand Rapids 22 9 10 
Milwaukee 25 10 13 
Texas 23 8il 


Standings 
Atlantic GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Springfeld 2517 7 2 1 33 .660 
Hartford 2213 6 2 1 29 .659 
Providence 2211 7 3 1 26 .591 
Hershey 2312 8 2 1 27 587 
Charlotte 271411 2 O 30 .556 
W-B/Scranton22 910 1 2 21 477 
Bridgeport 27 914 1 3 22 .A07 
Lehigh Valley 23 611 4 2 18 .391 
North GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Utica 2118 1 2 38 .905 
Rochester 2315 8 0 30 .652 
Laval 241210 2 26 .542 
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HERSHEY AT LEHIGH VALLEY, LATE 
MILWAUKEE AT ROCKFORD, LATE 
SAN JOSE AT COLORADO, LATE 


WEDNESDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Bridgeport at Hartford, 7p.m. 
Lehigh Valley at Hershey, 7p.m. 
Milwaukee at Grand Rapids, 7p.m. 
San Jose at Colorado, 9p.m. 
Stockton at San Diego, 10p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Big East basketball standings 
MEN’S 
Team 

Creighton 2-0 
Providence 1-0 


CONF CPCT 
1.000 9-3 .750 
1.000 11-1 .917 


Xavier 1-0 1.000 11-1 .917 
St. John’s 1-0 1.000 8-3 .727 
Butler 0-0 .000 7-4 .636 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 6-5 .545 
DePaul 0-1 .000 9-1 .900 
Seton Hall 0-1 .000 9-1 .900 
UConn 0-1 .000 9-3 .750 
Marquette 0-1 .000 8-4 .667 
Villanova 0-1 .000 7-4 .636 
TUESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


UCONN AT MARQUETTE, LATE 
XAVIER AT VILLANOVA, LATE 


THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 

Butler at St. John’s, 6:30p.m. 
WOMEN’S 

Team CONFCPCT OVR PCT 
DePaul 3-0 1.000 11-2 .846 
Creighton 3-0 1.000 8-3 .727 
UConn 1-0 1.000 6-3 .667 


Marquette 2-1 667 8-3 .727 
Georgetown 1-1 ~=.500 6-4 .600 


St. John’s 1-1 ~=.500 5-6 .455 
Seton Hall 1-2. .333 6-5 .545 
Providence 1-2. = .333 6-6 .500 
Villanova 0-2 .000 6-5 .545 
Xavier 0-2 .000 5-6 .455 
Butler 0-2 .000 0-10 .000 
TUESDAY'S 
RESULTS 

SETON HALL 70, WAGNER 62 
VILLANOVA 66, LA SALLE 56 
CREIGHTON 81, ARKANSAS 72 
WEDNESDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Evansville at Butler, 1p.m. 
Cincinnati at Marquette, 2p.m. 
Notre Dame at DePaul, 8:30p.m. 


HOCKEY EAST 


Standings 

MEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 
UMassLowell 16 10-3-3118-2-1 25 
UMass 15 9-4-2117-2-2 24 
Northeastern 18 13-4-1117-3-1 23 
Providence 21 + 14-7-0116-5-0 19 


8-5-3 105-3-2. 19 
6-9-3.135-5-3 17 


Boston College 16 
Boston University 18 


UConn 14 86-0 95-40 14 
Merrimack 16 6-9-1103-7-0 12 
NewHampshire 17 7-9-1113-7-1 9 
Vermont 16 3-11-2102-6-2 8 
Maine 17 =: 2-11-4111-8-2 7 
WOMEN’S 

Team OGP OVR CGP CONF CPTS 


Northeastern 19 
Boston University 18 


16-2-1 14 11-2-1 35 
9-6-3 158-4-3 27 


UConn 20 = 14-4-213 8-3-2 25 
BostonCollege 18 10-8-0138-5-0 21 
Vermont 18 9-7-2116-4-1 19 
Providence 17. = 7-5-5104-4-2 16 
Maine 19 6-12-1124-7-1 16 
NewHampshire 19  6-11-2134-8-1 15 
Merrimack 20 = =5-14-1154-10-1 15 
Holy Cross 17. =: 3-14-0121-11-0 3 


